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JPA Set to Relax New-Car Ration Rules; 
33 Million Cars, Trucks Still Operating 


The Ruml plan was just too 
Harned practical and simple for 
Washington to understand! 

* * * 


What happened to the law in 
orce during the last war, making 
t a crime to give or sell liquor to 
a@ man in uniform? Reports from 
Owns adjacent to camps are none 
00 good—except as ammunition 
for the wily prohibitionists! 

* * * 


An Awakening! 

Concensus of opinion re release 
bf convertibles and ‘“over-$1,500” 
new cars under liberalized ration- 
ng, is that the government is wak- 
ng up to the fact that July 1 is 
only 120 days away! 

* * * 


Tresses and Messes 
WPB has requested Veronica 
ake to unveil the other half of 
her face . . as an example to 
emale war workers, who need 
clearer vision and less hair-do. 


As if WPB didn’t have enough 
bn its hands already. 
* * * 


... Wonders to Perform’ 

United Auto Workers (CIO) have 
set up a so-called “consumers re- 
search” in Washington. Thus may 
the automotive industry be heard 
from in the only way Congress will 
isten to. 

“God moves in a mysterious 
way his wonders to perform! 

* * # 


Better Late Than... 
Auto-mechanic turnover in the 
Detroit area, where a voluntary 
abor “freeze” was put in effect 
wo months ago, has slowed up 
considerably, it’s reported. 
Detroit dealers, however, are 
still far below full mechanic-man- 
power strength because the “barn 
was locked after the horse had 


flown.” 
* * & 


Absenteeism Dispute 

WPB Chairman Nelson’s as- 
sertion that worker absenteeism in 
auto plants is at the “inordinately 
high rate of 8 to 10 percent,” was 
Hisputed last week by company 
Officials who said the figure does 
ot average more than 5 percent, 
hithough still twice the normal 
rate. 

GM reports its rate, in all plants, 
s 3 percent but 4 percent in De- 
troit area. Absenteeism at Ford’s 
Willow Run is now 5 percent. An- 
other major company reports 4.4 
percent as the average in its 
blants, while Briggs Mfg. declares 
its rate is close to 10 percent. 


Present rate among aircraft 
blants on West Coast is reported 
at close to 7 percent, but falling 
off since first of year. 
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1,950,625 Units 
Disappear From 


Roads in 1942 


1,758,175 Are Cars, 
192,450 Trucks, Poll 
By NADA Reveals 


WASHINGTON. — Just a 
few less than 2,000,000 pas- 
senger cars and trucks dis- 
appeared from the streets ana 


highways of the _ United 
States during 1942, according to a 
compilation made from official re- 
ports to National Automobile Deal- 
ers Assn. 


The reports covered motor ve- 
hicle registrations at the end of 
1942 in 36 states and the District 
of Columbia and comprise an esti- 
mated 80 percent of all the motor 
vehicle registrations in the United 
States. On this basis, there were 
at the end of 1942, 28,553,945 pas- 
senger cars and 4,378,780 trucks in 
service in the country—a total of 
32,932,725 vehicles. These figures 
compare with 30,312,120 passenger 
cars and 4,571,230 trucks under 
registration at the end of 1941, a 
total of 34,883,350. 

Therefore the approximate 
number of vehicles going out of 

service for the 12-month period 
was 1,950,625. Of this loss, 
1,758,175 were passenger cars and 
192,450 were trucks, 

Reports from a number of states 
were not included in these tabula- 
tions, it was stated, for the reason 
that their respective registration 
years do not correspond with the 
calendar year. The showing in 
these states, however, was in line 
with the returns from other parts 
of the country. 

On a percentage basis, the heav- 
iest loss in passenger car registra- 
tion was suffered in the District 
of Columbia. The decrease here 
was 17.9 percent. 

New York lost 10.2 percent and 
among the more severe percentage 
declines in other states were Dela- 
ware, 12.6; Georgia, 7; Idaho, 9.4; 
Iowa, 8; Montana, 126; New 

(See VEHICLES, Page 6, Col. 5) 


Parts Makers 
Given Advance 


Okay on Metals 


DETROIT.—Manufacturers of 
automotive accessory and replace- 
ment parts whose products fall in 
the B classification and who have 
made applications, may be able to 
obtain steel, copper and aluminum 
during April under advance au- 
thorizations under the Controlled 
Materials Plan, it is announced by 
the War Production Board. 

Class B. classification in the au- 
tomotive industry includes those 
accessory and replacement parts 
(except spare and replacement 

(See PARTS, Page 27, Col. 3) 


Total Car and Truck Registrations 
by States, 1942-1941 


Motor Vehicle Registrations in 36 States 


Cars 
Arkansas ... 213,254 
California .. 2,740,101 
Colorado .... 336,702 
Connecticut . 461,564 
Delaware ... 63,837 
BB OE Gy 00 cee 178,137 
Georgia 461,326 
Idaho 134,377 
Illinois 


Minnesota .. 
Missouri .... 
Montana .... 
Nebraska ... 

Nevada 

New Hamp.. 109,916 
New Mexico. 96,787 


1941 
Trucks 
77,580 
221,146 
31,044 
55,066 
14,905 
17,186 
76,166 
35,908 
234,703 
101,744 
113,879 
63,747 
110,650 
128,984 
120,221 
164,546 
51,482 
70,683 
9,524 
26,316 
30,806 


Total 
290,834 
2,961,247 
367,746 
516,63 
78,742 
195,323 
537,492 
170,285 
2,059,845 
814,328 
617,831 
478,126 
961,639 
1,673,535 
903,993 
984,626 
198,738 
424,357 
48,300 
136,232 
127,593 


Cars 


213,081 
2,617,853 
331,476 
458,191 
55,765 
140,626 
429,165 
121,755 
1,748,253 
' 655,427 
505,435 
410,551 
804,566 
1,456,872 
721,518 


1942 
Trucks 


75,269 
216,955 
31,784 
54,918 
13,416 
17,174 
90,984 
34,566 
233,386 
103,154 
119,603 
62,071 
109,783 
122,910 
123,213 
159,342 
46,571 
71,268 
10,037 
25,144 
28,529 


Total 
288,350 
2,834,808 
363,260 
513,109 
69,181 
157,800 
520,149 
156,321 
1,981,639 
758,581 
625,038 
472,622 
914,349 
1,579,782 
844,731 
954,188 
175,227 
416,820 
49,529 
121,561 
114,248 


New York... 2,496,990 
N. Dakota... 151,972 
Ohio 1,799,496 
Oklahoma 476,567 
Oregon 355,756 - 
Penna. ...... 2,003,605 
Rhode Island 173,507 
S. Carolina.. 240,070 


337,021 
40,788 
160,668 
111,353 
78,333 
292,715 
21,174 
37,900 
374,077 
25,913 
10,017 
71,554 
94,381 
54,544 
159,786 
20,474 


Washington 
W. Virginia. . 
Wisconsin 807,810 


71,501 


3,656,984 27,906,685 22,843,156 


Other States 
Estimated 6,062,419 


2,834,011 
192,760 
1,960,164 
587,920 
434,089 


914,246 6,976,665 5,710,789 


2,243,049 
142,101 
1,730,667 
439,344 
344,352 
1,879,439 
164,056 
262,392 
1,320,108 
128,292 
77,748 
448,427 
513,887 
232,929 
688,437 
66,712 


316,880 
41,935 
146,946 
109,586 
78,241 
274,745 


2,559,929 
184,036 
1,877,613 
548,930 
422,593 
2,154,184 
185,505 
303,696 
1,627,030 
155,122 
87,606 
519,736 
607,014 
281,871 
833,121 
86,904 
26,346,183 


875,753 6,586,543 


Grand Total 30,312,120 4,571,230 34,883,350 28,553,945 4,378,780 32,982,725 


239,891 New Cars Available 


For Rationing 


DETROIT.—With delivery of 
270,902 new cars authorized during 
1942, the nation’s stockpile of 
frozen automobiles stood at 239,891 
at the start of 1943, Hubert G. Lar- 
son, chief of OPA’s automobile ra- 
tioning branch, announced last 
week. 

Larson at the same time released 
a statement, showing for the first 
time, the number of passenger cars 
for which certificates authorizing 
purchases were issued during 1942, 
by states and months. (See page 
8.) It is to be noted, however, that 
issuance of certificates does not 
necessarily mean cars were bought. 

Of the 270,902 new cars author- 


Rationing Breakdown 

First compilation of new cars 
released under OPA’s rationing 
rules during 1942, by states and 
months, will be found on page 
8 today. 


in °43 
ized for delivery during the past 
year, 28,478 were sold on or before 
Jan. 1, 1942, but were not delivered 
until after that date. The remain- 
ing 252,424 certificates were issued 
under Ration Order No. 2 starting 
in March. 
Of the latter total, the federal 
(See RELEASES, Page 8, Col. 1) 


WPB Shakeup 


Vehicles Costing 
Over $1,500 to 
Get Freer Sale 


Reclaim-Rubber Recaps 
To Be Unrationed to 
Motorists After March 1 


WASHINGTON. — Relaxed 
rationing regulations for new 
cars—extending previous lib- 
eralization on $2,500 or over 


cars to those costing over 
$1,500—was awaiting approval of 
top OPA officials at press time 
Friday. It is expected that the 
new rules will be released some 
time this week, to take effect 
March 2. 


While text of the new directive 
is not available, due to the fact 
that some changes may be made 
before the order is finally handed 
down, it is believed that the provi- 
sions will permit: 


Any person “engaged in any 

gainful occupation” to purchase 
new cars costing more than $1,500. 
(Previously, cars costing over $2,500 
were so treated.) 


° Holders of C gas ration cards 
to purchase any new car, pro- 
vided their present cars are no 
longer serviceable. 


It was reported by the Washing- 
ton Star that any one who wants 
to buy a new car costing over 
$1,500, a 1941 or a soft-top model 
must sign a statement to be fur- 
nished by the dealer, stating that 
the vehicle is needed by the driver 
in his work; that it will not be 
necessary to go to a ration board. 
OPA officials declined to comment 
on this point. 

Meanwhile, it was learned that 
OPA’s new relaxation of tire- 
recapping regulations — permit- 
ting motorists to get their tires 

recapped with reclaimed rubber 
without the need for rationing 
certificates—will go into effect 
March 1. Under this liberaliza- 
tion, the reclaimed-rubber recaps 
will be available for cars, sta- 
tion wagons and light delivery 
trucks, Heavy trucks will not be 
affected, due to the fact that re- 
claimed rubber recaps will not 
stand up on this type of vehicle. 
Under the forth coming liberali- 

zation of new-car rules, it is not 

known definitely whether 1942 

demonstrators and other 1942 used 
(Continued on Page 6, Col. 1) 


Impending; 


Nelson Fires Eberstadt 


DETROIT.—Amid speculation of 
an impending shakeup in the War 
Production Board, Chairman Don- 
ald Nelson last week declared he 
is “here to stay” and intends to 
hold his job until “a better man 
comes along.” 

Nelson’s denial of intentions to 
resign followed his firing of Ferdi- 


nand Eberstadt, vice-chairman in 
charge of materials, in the culmi- 
nation of a long-standing dispute 
over civilian or military control of 
the WPB. 

After firing Eberstadt, who was 
the military’s right arm in WPB, 
Nelson placed full control of war 

(See NELSON, Page 6, Col. 1) 
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Ran, shows B-24s coming down the two assembly lines at the Ford Motor Co.’s bomber pla 
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Human Relations Cited... 


@ |Auto Manpower Pool 


3|Draws Opposition 


PHOTOGRAPHIC PANORAMA, made from a series of pictures taken from ceiling height at Willow 


nt. Planes in the fore- 


ground have been turned and are headed toward the camouflage and pre-flight departments. 


Army Boosts 
Chevrolet P&W 
Output 5-Fold 


DETROIT. — Contracts now 
signed will increase five-fold Chev- 
rolet’s current rate of production 
on Pratt & Whit- 
ney aircraft en- 
gines, it was an- 
nounced last week 
by M. E. Coyle, 
general manager 
of Chevrolet. 
These _ contract 
increases have 
been made in less 
than a year since 
original contracts 
were signed for 
the Air Forces, 
Coyle said. 

In the capacity of sub-contractor 
as well as prime contractor, Chev- 
rolet is supplying many major 
manufacturers in the country with 
engine parts in volume quantity. 
Coyle said, as well as producing the 
parts and sub-assemblies for its 
own vastly increased engine pro- 
gram. These increases have been 
accomplished through a_highly- 
successful conversion program, re- 
peated expansion of plant facilities, 
and manufacturing efficiencies in- 
stituted by the Chevrolet produc- 
tion supervisory staff, he declared. 

Now one of the largest producers 
of aluminum forgings for aircraft 
engines, Chevrolet recently added 
a new plant in Anderson, Ind., 
further to augment production of 
these items. The division’s new 
aluminum forge in Michigan is said 
to be one of the largest and most 
efficient plants of its type in the 
country. 

Adaption of automotive mass- 
production principles to the air- 
craft engine program was credited 
by Coyle for the rapid strides mare 
in this field. 


M. E. Coyle 


ASTE to Publish Tool 


Engineering Handbook 

DETROIT. — Announcement is 
made by Otto Winter, president of 
American Society of Tool Engi- 
neers, of plans to publish a Tool 
Engineering Handbook as soon as 
possible. 

Decision to publish such a man- 
ual has been reached as the result 
of a survey of all available text- 
books on various phases of tool 
engineering. 


Ferate. 
a he ig 
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JUST OFF the assembly lines at Ford’s Willow Run bomber plant, these 
B-24 Liberator bombers are lined up on the airport outside the factory, 


awaitin 


the Willow Run plant near Ypsilanti was broken Apr. 18, 


test flights before acceptance by the Army Air Forces. 


Ground for 
1941. 


Bomber Output Rising Steadily 
At Willow Run, Says OWI 


DETROIT.—Because of wide- 
spread, conflicting stories on the 
Operation of the Willow Run 
bomber factory, reporting the out- 
put all the way from ridiculously 
small to fantastically large num- 
bers, the Office of War Informa- 
tion last week announced that pro- 
duction at the Government-owned 
Ford-operated bomber factory at 
Willow Run, while meeting the 
present War department schedule, 
is running at only a small fraction 
of its ultimate potential. 


This schedule has been frequent- 
ly revised, but actual figures of 
production have been withheld by 
the War department for reasons 
of military security. 

There have been delays in get- 
ting the plant into production. 
Since the first bomber rolled off the 
assembly lines, however, production 
has increased steadily. Ford engi- 
neers expect this increase will 
continue, and peak production may 
be attained within a year. 


Despite increasing production, 
the original program was slow in 
getting under way. The first com- 
pleted bomber to be assembled on 
the Willow Run production lines 
was not completed until three 
months after the date set in the 
company’s plant. The first as- 
sembly was even more behind 
schedule. 


There were four main contribut- 
ing factors to the early delay at 
Willow Run. They are: 

1. The effect of the war upon 


the supply of materials and labor 


THESE STREAMLINED control cars for U. S. Navy blimps are flowing in 


daily increasing numbers 


down a long production line in one of the Goodyear 


Aircraft Corp. plants in Akron—the only production line of its kind in the 


world. Shown here is 
at the end (upper right 


ust a portion of the 
and corner) where eac 


the Navy’s battle gray, after which it leaves through the big doors for another 
place where the completed cars are assembled te their big cigar-shaped bags. 


has been greater than had been 
anticipated. 


2. The comparatively permanent 
and inflexible methods of tooling 
used at Willow Run have taken 
longer than was expected to com- 
plete. 


3. It has been necessary to train 
a completely new and _ inexperi- 
enced working force at Willow 
Run, a force which has now grown 
to more than 30,000. 

4. While it was planned to pro- 
duce the first block of bombers 
at Willow Run without making any 
changes, it has been necessary to 
make changes. 


FOB 
Factory 


By A. H. Allen 

RELATION of aircraft manufac- 
turing to the basic air strategy of 
the U. S. can best be understood 
by realizing that 
production facili- 
ties and  sched- 
ules have been 
laid out with the 
idea of avoiding 
two extremes-- 
too large a quan- 
tity of inferior 
planes, or too few 
a number of the 
most advanced 

types. 
Allen In general, 
the West Coast 
manufacturers have the flexi- 
bility to absorb design changes 
quickly and to get new models 
into production without delay, 
but they are not equipped to 
turn out such models in the large 
quantities which a plant like 
Ford’s Willow Run bomber plant 
can. Now Willow Run before 
long will be rolling out planes by 
the hundreds every month, but to 
do this the basic design of the 
Consolidated B-24 has had to be 
accepted as “the” planes to be 
produced and not something new 
that may come along in a week 
or @ month or a year. Doubtless 
there are already better bombers 
than the B-24 in point of speed, 
range, load-carrying capacity, 


| ete., but there are not very many 
roduction line with a section | 
car’s exterior is sprayed with | 


of them and none will be built 
in anything like the numbers of 
(Continued on Page 26, Col. 5) 


DETROIT. — Proposal to _ pool 
manpower in the Detroit area, 
offered by Col, George E. Strong, 
plant protection office of the Army 
Air Forces central procurement 
district, encountered several obsta- 
cles last week. 

Col. Strong’s proposal would 
transfer skilled workers from one 
plant to another, wherever they 
are needed to keep war production 
at peak. 

First opposition came from John 
Lovett, general manager of the 
Michigan Manufacturers Assn., who 
declared that such a pool is not 
needed now since labor shortages 
have not become acute as yet. 
Lovett also asserted that workers 
cannot be readily interchanged. 

C. E. Wilson, General Motors 
president, recently pointed out the 
jhuman relations angle in such a 
pool. 

“A man may like to work for 
one company; if you put him in 
another place he doesn’t want to 

be, his efficiency won’t be the 
same,” Wilson declared. 
However, Col. Strong’s plan holds 

some promise, in the opinion of 
some observers, Especially would 
it work, these observers say, in the 
case of a small pool of skilled 
workers. 

In this case, it is pointed out, 
perhaps two hundred or so skill- 
ed aircraft workers might be 
shifted temporarily from one 

plant, whose production is not 
up to schedule due to shortage of 
materials, to another factory 
where there were not sufficient 
men to maintain schedules. The 
workers of course would do the 
same work at each plant, thereby 
harming efficiency as slightly as 
possible. 

Other objections to the proposed 
Detroit-wide pool include (1) the 
necessity for getting all unions to 
agree; (2) the need for all manu- 
facturers’ approval; (3) the neces- 
sity for setting up priorities for 
each job, which might not hold 
true any length of time due to 
changing emphasis on war goods. 

Strong suggested two possible 
ways in which the pool might oper- 

ate, and said that joint manage- 
ment-labor conferences might re- 
veal further possibilities. 

Alternatives that he proposed are 
to take a complete shift on its 
sixth day and transfer it to an- 
other plant, or to take one-sixth 
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THREE KELSEY-Hayes plants were awarded an Army-Navy E last 


at ceremonies held in Detroit. 


of the workers from a fiverds 

operation and transfer them to 
another plant, leaving the remain 
ing workers on a six-day, 48-hou 
week. 


Army-Navy E 
Is Awarded 
To Ellis Mills 


MONSON, Mass.—For excellency 


in war production, an Army-Nav 
E was presented Friday to the 
D. Ellis Mills, Inc. The ceremonies 
were broadcast over two stations 
Dwight W. Ellis, president-treas- 
urer of the company, received th 


burgee in behalf of the companye 


It was presented by Col. Maurice C. 
Gregory, in charge of the Depot o 


Supplies, U. S. Marine Corps, Phila=” 


dephia. 


Master of ceremonies was Josep 


B. Ely, former governor of Massa- 
chusetts. Lieut. Col. Frederick W, 
Webbley, executive officer. of 
Boston Quartermaster Depot, pres- 
ented the E pins to workers. 
Lieut. Dwight W. Ellis jr., son 
of the president of the Ellis Mills 
who has seen service with th 
Marines in the South Pacific, trav- 
eled 3,000 miles during a brie 


leave of duty to attend the cere* 


mony. Several Marines wounded in 
the Solomons, participated in th 
program. 


~ 


Ve 


t 
Lieut. Col. Norman Atkins; Chester Mullin, union local chairman; Gilbe 


Gilbert, union local secretary; 


Bridgeport, Conn. 
Connecticut; Brig. Gen. A 
H. B. N 


Geo. W. Kennedy, president of Kelsey 
Gordon Park, general works manager, and Commander Robert 


AT PRESENTATION of Army-Navy E to the Bridgeport Fabrics, Inc., in 


Among attendees were Gov. 
R. Kimball, Lieut. John D. 
aramore, president of the company. 


Velz. 


Raymond E. Baldwin of 
Lodge, USNR, an 


TRA RAAR A 


Or, 


a>. 


~ 


1c 


a 


mee 


wee 


Present at the ceremony were, left to ri 


-Hayes> an 
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Dealers tell me | 


By John O. Munn | 


or salesmen’s comments, questions or requests may be 


Dealers’ 
addressed to Jehn 0. 


Munn in care of Automotive News, Detroit, 


and the writer’s name will be kept in confidence if requested. 


a recent column I mentioned 

the need for some forward-plan- 
ing on the part of automobile 
dealers. I expressed satisfaction 
Bhat both NADA and ATAM had 
appointed committees to explore 
he subject. 

I am convinced that immedi- 
ately after the war is over 
dealers who have remained in 
business will enjoy real oppor- 
tunities. It will take some time 
for factories to get production 
to a point where the remaining 
dealers cannot handle the volume. 

* * *& 


Competitive Race 


s Feared 
ANY dealers are convinced that 
after a year or two the com- 
petitive race among the various 
factories will be such that dealers 
will again be sacrificed in the “per- 
centage and price-class” race. That 
is the reason they feel it is so 
ecessary now to do some forward- 
planning—not to stifle free enter- 
prise, but to develop a mechanism 
or a set of rules that both factories 
and dealers can utilize to protect 
themselves from the vicious prac- 
ces that otherwise are sure to 
develop. 

In making plans, dealer lead- 
ership must not seek only to pro- 
tect its own interests, but must 
evolve a plan that is much 
broader and wider in scope and 
one which will serve the best in- 
terests of the public in general. 

s ££ # 


‘Free Enterprise’ 


Is Two Words 


ET me point out again that “free 

entéfprise” is two words. Enter- 
prise is something we should use, 
now, in this trade with a lot of 
vigor if we are going to have any 
freedom after the peace is won. 

I have been much gratified at 
the response I have already re- 
ceived on this subject from 
dealers in both the United States 
and Canada. I am quoting below 
some of the first letters, and I 
invite readers to express their 
thoughts and ideas by writing 


me. 
* * 


Committee Has 


New Name 
ERE is a letter from a very 
outstanding dealer in Nebraska, 
nown by most dealers in the 
United States: “You are doubtless 
aware that NADA has had for 
several years a Factory-Dealer Re- 
lations committee which was prob- 
ably as completely futile as any 
committee on the list. This for the 
reason that the factory boys pulled 
into their shells whenever such a 
committee or anybody representing 
it appeared on the horizon, It was 
therefore decided to drop this com- 
mittee and appoint a _ postwar 
planning committee in the hope 
that the factories would recognize 
a mutuality of interest along the 
lines suggested by this title and 
that such a committee might at 
least get into the conference room, 
which is more than any factory re- 


“Continue ad—we are 
making sales direct!”’ 


MOSBY-MACK 
MOTOR COMPANY 
TOPEKA, KANSAS 


Automotive News, 
Want Ad. Department 
Detroit, Mich. 
Gentlemen: 

Confirming our wire: ‘‘Continue 
to insert our classified ad on 
used buses in each issue until 
we order same stopped.”’ 

We have had very satisfactory 
results in inquiries from this ad. 
Glad to report we have had some 
sales as a direct result of this ad. 

Very truly yours, 
MOSBY-MACK 
MOTOR COMPANY 
(signed) H. H. Mack 


BF don’t fail to read every 
Dealer Want Ad—Page 27 


lations committee was able to do 
with at least some of the factories. 
The foregoing is by way of giving 
you the background of this com- 
mittee in case you did not already 
sense it. 

“With respect to postwar plans, 
I sat recently in a couple of 
meetings where some of our local 
intelligentsia were discussing the 
makeup of the whole world after 
the war, mostly without refer- 
ence to the small circumstance 
that a man named Joe might 
timidly request to have some- 
thing to say about it. 


Urges Priority 


For Survivors 
6é¢—ZERHAPS the situation of the 
automobile dealers is not 
parallel, but there are six or seven 
counterparts of the man named Joe 
who will have much to say about 
what happens to us. I am still of 
the opinion that neither the British 
Empire nor the automobile indus- 
try is going to be completely altru- 
istic when the shooting stops,” says 
this dealer. “Nevertheless, I think 
there should be a reasonable and 
generous priority given to the 
dealers who have continued through 
and that the new accounts, which 
need not start with a large fixed 
overhead, should be given definite 
reductions in quota which would 
normally be based on potential per- 
centage, as against the dealers who 
have gone through. The retail out- 
lets of all the factories will have 
considerably disorganized, and the 
first job will be to fill the gaps and 
get ready for the high-pressure in- 
cident to a buyers’ market that is 
bound to follow the first phase, 
which should be distinctly a sellers’ 
market. 

“General Motors has gone on 
record to the effect that it will 
give preferential treatment to 
those dealers who have the cour- 
age and the persistence to ride 
through the storm. Just how re- 
ligiously they will stick to this 
program is problematical. Where 
they have open spots in good po- 
tential markets, there will be 
great temptations to subsidize a 
new dealer by taking good care 
of him on early deliveries. How 
otherwise are they going to get 
good new dealers, and are they 
going to let themselves slip in 
areas of high potential where 
they happen to be unrepresented? 

* * 


Many Problems 
Are Cited 


éT DO not know the position of 

other manufacturers in this 
matter, and no one apparently has 
been able to obtain such data. Per- 
sonally, I believe that every factory 
should give a certain priority con- 
sideration to those dealers who 
have carried its flag through the 
thick of battle. It would be too 
much to ask of human nature to 
expect that they would disregard 
entirely the vacant areas on their 
maps. They must look to the future. 
It will not always be a sellers’ 
market. Nevertheless, I think there 
should be a reasonable and gener- 
ous priority given to the dealers 
who have continued through and 
that the new accounts, which need 
not start with large fixed overhead, 
should be given a definitely re- 
duced quota based on potential 
percentage as against the dealers 
who have gone through. 

“I believe we, the present 
dealers of the United States, who 
continue to be dealers until the 
curtain is rung down on the war, 
are entitled to demand that we 
have substantial prior considera- 
tion as against the fellows who 
have gone _ into hibernation, 
whether for lack of courage or 
shortage of capital, or any other 
reason,” this dealer writes. 

* * * 


Who Knows 


The Answer? 

“TTOW to bring about the ac- 
complishment of this end is 
(Continued on Page 25, Col. 1) 


Jeffers Sees Rubber Pile 


At Low Ebb Jan. 1 

WASHINGTON. — “Working 
inventory” of the nation’s rub- 
ber supply will decline to 104,- 
000 tons by Jan. 1, 1944, Rubber 
Czar William Jeffers warned 
last week, adding that a 100,- 
000-ton stockpile is an “irre- 
ducible minimum, below which 
stocks cannot fall without criti- 
cal dislocation of the entire 
military, industrial and civilian 
economies.” 

The most critical period will 
be from October, 1948, to March, 
1944, he said, after which time 
supplies would exceed consump- 
tion. 


Castles Cheers 
Colo. Dealers; 
Officers Reelected 


DENVER —David E. Castles, 
president of National Automobile 
Dealers Assn. in an address before 
the Colorado Mo- 
tor Car Dealers 
Assn., last week, 
declared the out- 
look for the in- 
dustry during 
1943 is a hopeful 
one. Manpower, 
however, remains 
the chief worry 
of the men en- 
gaged in the au- 
tomobile business, sii. 
and the only sure’ )). E. Castles 
cure for it is in 
winning the war as quickly as pos- 
sible, he said. 


“NADA,” said Castle, “has done 
all it can to help dealers keep key 
men on the job of servicing Ameri- 
ca’s private cars and trucks. We 
have persuaded selective service 
officials to declare automobile serv- 
ice and repair an essential industry, 
with 3-B clasification and promise 
of deferment for men who cannot 
be replaced. But the industry is 
still losing such men and will con- 
tinue to lose them. The dealer must 
help himself. My advice along this 
line is to get older men; train 
youngsters for less vital work, free- 
ing experienced help for essential 
shop tasks, and hire some women.” 


The meeting, which had the larg- 
est attendance of any previous 
gathering of the association, had 
for its guests Gov. Vivian, Mayor 
Stapleton and officials of regional 
and local rationing boards. Senator 
Harry McDonald of the Colorado 
legislature and an _ automobile 
dealer from Colorado Springs, 
spoke briefly on what the state 
law-making body is doing and 
plans to do. 

All officers were reelected as fol- 
lows: Fritz J. Altvater, Denver, is 
president; R. L. Jackson, Pueblo, 
L. G. Weinland, Durango, and 
Larry McArthur, Greeley, vice- 
presidents, and Tom Braden, Den- 
ver, executive secretary. 


Maj. Newmeyer 
Heads Battalion 


JACKSON, Miss.—Maj. E. H. 
Newmeyer, executive officer of the 
8rd Battalion of the 304th Ordn- 

nance’ _— regiment 
has been pro- 
moted to com- 
manding officer 
of the same or- 
ganization. 
Maj. Newmeyer 
succeeds Lieut. 
Col. B. M. Kilgore 
who was relieved 
of command be- 
cause of illness. 
Maj. Newmeyer 
Maj. Newmeyer joined the Army 
last September 
when the Pittsburgh Automobile 
Dealers Assn., working in conjunc- 
tion with National Automobile 
Dealers Assn., took an active part 
in recruiting officers and enlisted 
men from automobile dealerships 
in Pittsburgh and westérn Pennsyl- 
vania for the 304th Ordnance regi- 
ment commanded by Col. W. J. 
Crowe. 

Maj. Newmeyer for eight years 
prior to his Army enlistment served 
as secretary-treasurer and director 
of the Eierman Cadillac LaSalle 
Co., distributors for the Tri-State 
area, 
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Blanket Deferment Needed... 


Army Still Drafting 


DETROIT. — Despite Selective 
Service’s Occupational Bulletin No. 
42, giving grounds for deferment 
of auto mechanics, electricians and 
body repairmen, dealers through- 
out the nation report that local 
draft boards continue to send 
vitally-needed mechanics into the 
armed forces, 

Already badly depleted before 
Selective Service acted to protect 
them, the ranks of auto mechanics 
are now being further thinned to 
a point where, automotive authori- 
ties fear, drastic and immediate 
action is now necessary if the na- 
tion’s transportation system is to 
be saved. Some suggest that a 
blanket deferment, such as _ re- 
cently accorded farm help, is now 
necessary. 

National Automobile Dealers 
Assn., which has been championing 
the cause of auto mechanics in 
Washington for some months, re- 
ports that it now finds itself almost 
powerless to effect additional relief. 
It has induced Selective Service to 
see that all local draft boards have 
been supplied with the Occupa- 
tional Bulletin No. 42, and has been 
told by Selective Service headquar- 
ters that it is powerless to force 
the local boards to defer all 
mechanics. 

Dealers, as a result, have been 
urged to contact their local draft 
boards, induce them to read the 
bulletin and act accordingly. Deal- 
ers further have been urged to call 
every mechanic’s case to the atten- 
tion of both the local and appeal 
boards. 

Meanwhile, NADA is sending to 
all its members a copy of the bul- 
letin in question, along with a 
letter explaining the present status 
of mechanics and urging dealers 
in a community to band together 
to forcefully present Bulletin No. 
42 to their draft boards and to 
local offices of the U. S. Employ- 
ment Service, with the intention of 
securing a definite commitment 
from them to comply. 

Where such commitments are 


Neb. Dealers 
Meet Today 


LINCOLN, Neb.—Suggestions for 
militant effort to combat adverse 
‘conditions in the automotive indus- 
try, will highlight the meeting of 
the Nebraska Motor Dealers Assn. 
today (Feb. 22). 

Speakers will be Gov. Dwight 
Griswold, Senator C. Petrus Peter- 
son and State Engineer Wardner 
Scott. No speakers from outside 
the state-are on the program this 
year. 


Akron New Car Sales 


Highest in Months 

AKRON, O.—New car sales for 
the week ended Feb. 11 totalled 
27, the largest number of units in 
a week in several months, Akron 
District Automobile Dealers’ Assn. 
announces. Only 10 new cars were 
sold the previous week and four 
the same week a year ago. 

Used car sales also soared to a 
new hgh, with 163 sales listed for 
the week, compared to 67 the previ- 
ous week and 195 the same week in 
1942. 


\Many Mechanics 


not obtained, the dealers are being 
urged to take the matter to the 
head of the Selective Service for 
the state, and the regional offices 
of the U. S. Employment Service. 
A poster, to be placed on bulletin 
boards of dealer shops to inform 
mechanics of their draft status, is 
also being sent dealers. 

NADA also is suggesting that 
local association managers urge 
their officers, directors and mem- 
bers to start immediately to con- 
tact local draft board heads and 
USES offices to present the im- 
portance of the dealers repair 
operations to the war effort, and 
to seek as much cooperation from 
these groups as is possible. Where 
this has already been tried, con- 
siderable good results have been 
obtained, it is reported. 

Furthermore, it is urged that 
dealers maintain an accurate rec- 
ord of trucks and cars on which 
repair work is performed, in order 
that they may submit these records 
to Selective Service and USES 
offices, proving the essentiality of 
the work being done. 


Ford Dealer 
Mortality Held 
Under Normal 


PORTLAND, Ore.— Ford Motor 
Co. officials, headed by H. C. Doss, 
general sales manager, met with 
Oregon dealers at a_ luncheon 
session last week for a conference 
on wartime operations. 

Dealers at the session heard 
Doss emphasize the importance of 
surmounting such war-caused dif- 
ficulties as shortages of mechanics, 
parts and materials. 

Despite the many problems faced, 
Ford dealer turnover in 1942 was 
less than in normal times, Doss 
reported. 

“By cutting expenses and turn- 
ing major attention to automotive 
service, our representatives are 
pulling their share of the war load 
and managing to keep their doors 
open to serve a public more de- 
pendent than ever on their cars 
and trucks,” he explained. 


Detroit Sales Hit 


119 in January 


DETROIT.—New car sales in 
Wayne County (Detroit) totalled 
119 in January, compared with 710 
in the same month of 1942, it is 
reported by Detroit Auto Dealers 
Assn. Sales by makes was as fol- 
lows: 

Buick 11; Chevrolet 29; Chrysler 
2; DeSoto 7; Dodge 7; Ford 11; 
Hudson 3; Lincoln-Zephyr 2; Mer- 
cury 3; Nash 4; Oldsmobile 4;. 
Packard 3; Plymouth 22; Pontiac 
7; Studebaker 2 and Willys 2. 

Commercial car sales totalled 
only three during the month, com- 
pared with 150 a year ago. A total 
of 1,550 used cars were transferred 
during the month. 


Wood on Board 


MONTGOMERY, Ala.—Harold F. 
Wood, Birmingham Chevrolet dealer, 
has been appointed by Gov. Sparks 
as a member of the Alabama Aviation 
Commission. 


WAR WORKER places order for postwar delivery of a Plymouth. At left 


is Wm. O. Steudel, president, 


Steudel 


Motors, Inc. (Dodge-Plymouth), 


Cleveland, who is paling up John Kott, employed in the American Coach & 


Body Co., Clevelan 
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AUTOMOTIVE 


Mar. 3, 1879 


OUR PLEDGE 


One sacred pledge we make our friends here and 
now. This publication, God willing and so long as 
it is in our charge, will never champion the cause 
of any individual or any corporation which is not 
for the best interests of the automotive industry as 
a whole. Nor will its columns be used to spread 
gossip or inflame prejudice. It will confine itself to 
the upbuilding of the industry it is pledged to serve, 
wholly through the dissemination of NEWS which 
is timely, authentic and of value—(AN 6-10-1983). 


Postwar Thinking Starts to Jell 


os has been more talk about the postwar-designed 
car around Detroit during the past two or three weeks 
than any time up to the present. Automotive manufacturers 
are no doubt taking a tip from our Board of Economic 
Warfare and beginning to feel that the “Arsenal of 
Democracy” might well win the war but lose the peace 
unless they begin to determine now, while they are up to 
their ears in war production, what they will build for the 
American motoring public after the war is over. 


With the many bureaucracies in Washington fighting 
for any opportunity to extend their activity into the peace- 
time economy, farsighted executives feel that, if the industry 
is not pretty well set on what it intends to make and has 
progressed beyond the blueprint stage before peace comes, 
some smart careerman may get support for a program 
that would include government domination and planning 
for the industry during the recovery period. If present 
government thinking can be used as a guide, this naturally 
would be carried on into infinity if not checked before 
it became rooted into our industrial fabric. 


While it is understood that, unless something drastic 
should turn up this year to upset present plans, ‘the first 
cars to come off the lines will be a version of our late ’42 
models, the crystal-gazers are now endeavoring to jell the 
various opinions as to what will be possible if we do get 
high-octane fuel in volume, a plentiful supply of the lighter 
metals at a price competitive with cast iron, and if the 
income tax burden continues to be heavy. 


Long Step in Right Direction 


RESIDENT ROOSEVELT’s order, establishing a 48-hour 
work-week for war production, is a long step toward 
the solution of what had become a vexing problem in our 
manpower shortage. The automotive industry knows that 
so far there has been no shortage of those applying for 
work—at least among those plants that pay top wages. 


What the future holds, with this year’s expected heavy 
draft of men for military services, no one yet knows. But 
we do know that since Pearl Harbor there has been a very 
definite shortage of good mechanics who are able to do the 
highly-skilled tasks many war products require. This short- 
age will continue to be with us despite training programs. 


Unfortunately there also seems to be a shortage of 
workers who are willing to do a full day’s work for the 
high wages they receive, and who insist on laying off 
whenever the whim strikes them. A 48-hour week may 
accentuate this type of absenteeism unless provision is 
made for relief days so that women workers can shop and 
—— can obtain relaxation-relief from the week-on-week 
grind. 

Now if the President, or Congress, will make the Wagner 
Act as equitable for the employer as it is for the employe— 
make the workers or unions just as responsible for their 
wildcat strikes and slowdowns as the employer is for his 
shortcomings—we may need no more workers or machines 
to get at least a third more war production. 


--a word in 


As we go to press it doesn’t look 
so good for the Rum! Plan, which 
is being pushed around by various 
complicated and crackpot schemes, 
all of which point toward making 

the long-suffering 

RANDOM income taxpayers 

NOTES the goats and re- 
lieving the high- 
priced labor group which, after all, 
as Washington well knows, has the 
votes. If the Ruml Plan loses it 
will be because it was too simple 
for Congress to understand. The 
only argument I have heard 
against it was the fact that the 
great “masses” understood it to be 
a@ means of cancelling 1942 taxes, 
whereas actually it was only a 
means of paying-as-we-go—which 
everyone agrees would be a good 
thing. 


s* 6 ¢ 


One is inclined to get a little dis- 
couraged over the apparent im- 
potency of business men, big and 
little, as a class, to make them- 
selves heard. This Ruml Plan, 
worked out by a genius of finance 
who had the misfortune of not 
having been born to politics, was 
perfectly fair to every class who 
will have to pay an income tax 
this year. The operation was simply 
one of .bookkeeping and meant no 
more in gain or loss to either the 
government or the individual than 
adopting wartime and setting the 
clocks back an hour. Some of the 
arguments against the Rum! Plan, 
if applied to this wartime proced- 
ure, could be used to prove that 
the individual loss or gain (I 
wouldn’t know which) would total 
a certain number of hours, weeks 
or years in a normal lifetime. Per- 
haps, even before you read this, the 
die will have been cast. In any 
event you will pay the same 
amount on March 15, unless the 
Treasury railroads through some- 
thing to make us pay both 1942 and 
’43 in the current year. If so, God 
help us! 


s* * * 


Someone reminded me the other 
day of a suggestion I made in this 
column a good many years ago— 
of one way to solve part of the 
unemployment problem during 
normal peace times. That was to 
allow an individual to deduct from 
his income return any amounts he 
had paid for direct labor, i.e.: to 
domestics, gardeners, chauffeurs, 
etc. In reminding me, my friend 
said that he thought this scheme 
had immense value and would be 
more important than ever the day 
this war is over. He added, rather 
flatteringly, that he did not recall 
ever having heard or read this 
suggestion in any other source. Be 
that as it may, I have never been 
able to find a flaw in a scheme 
which would allow the individual 
to charge as part of his expense 
the cost of extra labor required in 
operating his home, just as we are 
allowed to charge the extra help 
needed in our business or profes- 
sion. 

This program obviously would 
encourage individuals to employ 
more domestic and other labor and 
under the new far-reaching income 
tax program, these employes would 
be subject to their share of the 
taxation and therefore made better 
citizens of a democracy. I bring 
it up now, only because I was re- 
minded of it and because I would 
welcome the argument of someone 
who disagrees with my pet theory. 


* * *# 


In recent weeks I have been 
doing considerable traveling, and 
I can assure you that all of the 
pleasure has been taken out of 
moving about, whether on trains, 
buses or airplanes. The civilian 
who does not wear a uniform or 
cannot produce a priority is indeed 
a forgotten man. Everywhere the 
trains are, crowded with men in 
uniform and they are served first 
in the dining cars which is, of 
course, as it should be. That man 
can count himself lucky today who 
can stick by his own fireside. There 
never was a time when “home 
sweet home” looked as good as it 
does today to the returning 
traveler.—G.M.S. 
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A Tough Railroading Job 


n This Corner 


‘No Help. . 


The views expressed 


Anonymous contributions will not be accepted but confidence 


be observed upon request. 


Deferment? 


The classification of automobile 
mechanics as “essential” has not 
been particularly helpful in our 
case. 

One of our boys was called and 
our appeal was rejected unani- 
mously although his physician se- 
cured a 60-day deferment for him 
due to his wife’s sickness. Upon 
the expiration of his deferment we 
appealed again on the grounds that 
he could not be replaced, that our 
mechanical staff was reduced to 
three men and that one of those 
men had notified us that he 
planned on leaving to take a posi- 
tion in a government arsenal, 


In spite of these explanations, 
plus the fact that our service vol- 
ume for 1942 was 33.3 percent 
greater than 1941, the local board 
again rejected the appeal and up- 
on appealing to the Appeal Board 
they too rejected our petition. 

If the classification of our busi- 
ness as “essential” really means 
that, I think someone ought to 
properly instruct draft boards and 
appeal boards.—Birch And Birch, 
Dover, N. J. 


Govt. Cars 


I was very much interested in 
your article regarding the 2,500 
United States-owned cars stored in 
the open on Long Island. I am 
glad to know that you are aware 
of these conditions. 

Just a few days before I read 
your article, I was talking to the 
driver of an auto transport trailer. 
What this driver told me about 
ears being left in the open bears 
out your article about the cars at 
Flushing, Long Island. 


He told me he was kept busy 
taking cars from the dealers’ well- 
kept warehouses where they have 
to be perfect before the govern- 
ment accepts them, to government 
locations where they are left out 
in the dirt and cold, and neglected. 
He has had to move the same 
automobile in government-owned 
hands on outside storage, three 
different times. 

His story was very interesting to 
me and, frankly, I thought he was 
exaggerating until I read your 
article. The thought occurred to 
me that if you want to get more 
information regarding the locations 
of these cars and the storage con- 
ditions, that drivers of these auto- 
mobile transports should make 
good reporters as they are able to 
get into places that others are not 
permitted to enter. 
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Thomas in Detroit News 
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in this eolumn are those of our readers. 


wili _ 


ment by the people, etc.,” have @ny 
meaning, then it is time for thg 
same people to start making them=*_- 
selves heard. We are all told that 
we should beware of the Fif 
Columnist and the saboteur. 

people supply money and authori 

to its government to purchase th 
necessities of carrying on and ¢On- 
ducting a victorious war. The 
people are willing to cooperate 1008 
percent (automobile dealers not 
excluded) with the governmen 
but when government causes valu™ 
able merchandise and war muni- 
tions to deteriorate, it is time fo 
the people to make those fae 
known.— Joe Vita, Villa - Pontiac 
Co., Buffalo. 


Ge aia 


Registrations 


On Page 21 of the Nov. 16 isgue~~ 
of Automotive News appeared a 
table of motor vehicle registra: 
tions as of Oct. 1, 1942, as com- 
pared to Oct. 1, 1941. We are very 
much interested in obtaining th 
number of motor vehicle registra- 
tions in each state on Dec. 31, 
1942, or as near that date as pos 
sible and wondered if you might” 
have such information. 

If you do have available moto: 
vehicle registrations as of Dec. 31, 
1942 or possibly a comparison o 
registrations on Nov. or Dec. Lun 
1942 as compared to the same date 
in the previous year, we would 
very much appreciate receiving.» 
copy of them—M. S. Hughey. 
Lumbermens Mutual Casualty Co 
Chicago. acme 

Eprtor’s Note: See table on page 
one today for 1942 registration 
figures. 


———— 


Rationing 
Reminders 


March :1—Tire inspection dead-" 
line for A book drivers extendeg 
to this date; for B and C books 
holders. to Feb. 28. , 

March 21—No. 4 A coupons ar 
valid for gasoline through this 
date. B and C coupons expire ac- 
cording to the dates indicated o 
the individual books. 

“T” rations are issued only b 
the Office of Defense Transporta 
tion on the basis of Certificates of 
Necessity. Local boards may stil 
issue temporary “T” rations only 
to owners Of commercial vehicles 
who have filed applications with 
the ODT which have not yet been 


If Lincoln’s words: “A Govern- | acted on. 
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A hundred years 
CROWD INTO ONE! 


Crisis confounds:the clock, and magnifies 
the calendar., Nothing happens for decades . . . 
but this year;and.next makes the life pattern for 
the future . ... Americans are suddenly soldiers, 
and in strange places, with half a world to feed, 
furnish and fight:for, as involuntary global 
guardians . . . In:industry, necessity makes new 
methods a must..Research becomes a prime 
resource rather.than a slight accessory . . . 

And impossibles icome to pass, can’t becomes 
can—and we make more, have more, know more! 


So these:areithe years to watch, the seed 
time of many tomorrows. Alertness and 
understanding are imperative for the intelligent. 
This magazine, which makes its interests the 
interests of all alert: Americans, serves the need 
for understanding, supplies significances as 
well as informatio, spots the danger signals 
as well as the green: lights . . . to people who 
can’t afford.the luxury of ignorance! 

How The American Magazine is succeeding 
in its mission is evident from the plus percentages 
in its readership, the rise in its circulation, the 
up in its advertising ... . Affording unusual 
value for advertisers this year! 

CROWELL-COLLIER PUBLISHING COMPANY 


250 Park Avenue, New York, N. Y. 
Boston, Chicago, Detroit, San Francisco 
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Relief on $1,500 Cars— 


OPA Ready 
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to Relax 


New-Car Rationing 


(Continued from Page 1) 


cars will be released from ration- 
ing, although Nationa] Auto Deal- 
ers Assn, has been pressing for this 
concession for some time. 

NADA also has urged OPA to 
relax rules to permit the sale of 
“B” pool cars (above an emergency 
stockpile of 10,000 to 20,000 cars) 


Nelson 


(Continued from Page 1) 


production in the hands of Charles 
E. Wilson, ex-General Electric 
president, formerly a_ vice-chair- 
man along with Eberstadt. Wilson’s 
new title is executive vice-chair- 
man of WPB, answerable only to 
Nelson. 

Nelson’s defiant stand came after 
reports circulated that Bernard 
Baruch, production czar of World 
War 1, would be named to succeed 
Nelson, at the request of the mili- 
tary. Despite Nelson’s denial, how- 
ever, it was still considered possible 
that WPB would go the way of 
OPM and its predecessor, National 
Defense Council, with a new or- 
ganization set up by Presidential 
decree. 

Under Nelson’s present new set- 
up, the WPB has now a unified 
civilian control over all phases of 
war production as both a produc- 
tion genius and a go-getter. Under 
the old setup, production schedul- 
ing had been under Wilson and 
control of materials under Eber- 
stdt. 

Several other resignations are ex- 
pected to follow Eberstadt’s dis- 
missal, two of the latter’s ap- 
pointees . . . Lou Holland, deputy 
director, and Leonard Zick, assist- 
ant director general . . already 
have resigned. 


Hoag Given Dinner 


By Ditzler Associates 
DETROIT. — Edwin R. Hoag, 
president of Ditzler Color Co., was 
recently honored by a farewell din- 
ner, marking his 


retirement after 

30 years of Ditz- 

ler service. The 

dinner was _ at- 

tended by more 

than 60 friends 

and _ associates, 

and the principal 

speaker of _ the 

evening was 

Frank W. Judson, 

vice-president of 

E.R. the Pittsburgh 

ee Plate Glass Co., 

of which the Ditzler Color Co. be- 
came a subsidiary in 1928. 

Hoag became associated with the 
paint industry in 1901, as a sales 
representative of the Acme White 
Lead & Color Co., a year before 
Peter and Fred Ditzler started the 
Ditzler Color Co. In 1913, Hoag 
joined T. W. Connor and a group 
of associates in the purchase of the 
Ditzler brothers’ interests, serving 
30 years with the company as sales 
manager, vice-president, and for 
18 years as president. 


under regular rationing rules. Hu- 
bert Larson, OPA’s auto rationing 
head, some months ago declared 
that these “deep-freeze” cars would 
be released under regulations pre- 
vailing for cars during 1942. 

NADA also has told OPA that 
the proposed emergency stockpile 
could be cared for by a number of 
dealers, with no obligation on the 
part of the government to the 
dealer, other than maintenance of 
Price Schedule 85. 

When OPA relaxed on Jan. 1 
rationing rules on cars costing 
above $2,500, dealers pointed out 
that the liberalization was mean- 
ingless, since only about 2,000 cars 
were affected and since few buyers 
were in the market for such high- 
priced vehicles under gasoline re- 
strictions. 

In the plea for lowering of this 
price to $1,500, dealers pointed out 
that both the Army and Navy were 
prohibited by law from purchasing 
cars costing over $1,500, and that 
as a result these vehicles had no 
military value. 


GM Plants Set 
Safety Marks 


DETROIT.—General Motors last 
week reported that 1942 was the 
best plant safety year in its his- 
tory, despite the addition of 120,000 
new employes, including those 
hired to replace men entering the 
armed services, and the creation 
of hundreds of new jobs in war 
work. 


The time lost last year by em- 
ployes due to accidents in GM 
plants was just slightly over one- 
half day per thousand hours 
worked, a new all-time low and 6 
percent under the record of 1941. 
The 1942 record is 66 percent lower 
than the rate for all industry as 
reported by the National Safety 
Council for 1941. 

In the frequency of accidents, 
there was one lost-time accident 
for every 100 man years of work 
in GM plants last year. The rate 
was 4.39 lost-time accidents per 
million hours worked, an increase 
of 8 percent over 1941, but 71 per- 
cent lower than the 1941 rate for 
all industry as reported by the 
National Safety Council. 


Four GM plants completed 1942 
without a single lost-time accident, 
the Delco Radio plant at Kokomo, 
Ind., having now gone two years 
with a perfect safety record. The 
other plants which reported no 
time-losing accidents during 1942 
were three Fisher Body plants in 
Detroit. The total number of hours 
worked represented by this record 
was 7,420,605. 


Largest Belt Order? 


AKRON.—The largest single order 
for conveyor belt ever written in the 
history of the rubber industry—total- 
ing more than_ 66 miles—has_ been 
awarded to B. F. Goodrich Co., it is 
announced by W. S. Richardson, gen- 
eral manager of the company’s Indus- 
trial Products division. 


PICTURED HERE is the primary selection phase of a new rivet sorting 


machine developed by Fisher Body 


at its aircraft manufacturing plant. 


Thousands of aluminum rivets, which otherwise would be lost, are retrieved 


each day and 


them in ¢evolving cylinders such as are shown above. 


put through a reclamation process which Gagne by placing 


Holes in the cylinders 


vary in size so that, with an entire bank of such machines, all the rivets can 


be sorted according to thickness. 
type, length, head style, etc. 


Later they are separated according to 


TAXES IMPORTANT, TOO. Here is reproduced a two-page color ad which Stewart-Warner Co 
Color copies of the ad—with a slight variation in the 
government agencies, 
Copy stresses the importance of March 15—and income taxes- 


the March 6 issue of Saturday Evening Post. 
Both War Taxes and War Bonds’’)—will be sent to S- 
30,000 war plants employing over 100 persons. 


the prosecution of the war. 


Uncle Sam Feels Pinch 


Of Auto Restrictions 
WASHINGTON.—Uncle Sam’s 
Treasury really is feeling the 
effects of restrictions on motor 
vehicle use. Excise taxes on 
automobiles and motorcycles 
dropped from $14,045,000 in 
December, 1941, to $79,000 the 
same month one year later. 
Income from taxes on motor 
trucks during that month fell 
to $319,000 as compared with 
$2,782,000 in the same month of 
1941, December, 1941, yielded 
$13,131,000 from taxes on tires 
and tubes but the same month 
in 1942 produced only $1,462,000 
from this source. Gasoline and 
lubricating oil taxes also showed 
declines from a year earlier. 


Dodge Is Elected 
NSPA President; 
Others Named 


DETROIT.—Walter C. Dodge jr., 
of Ferodo and Asbestos, Inc., New 
Brunswick, N. J., has been elected 
president of National Standard 
Parts Assn. to succeed R. L. Terry, 
United Wholesalers, Sioux City, Ia. 

William J. Menghini, Springfield 
Auto Supply Co., Springfield, Il, 
was named senior vice-president. 
In that capacity he will represent 
the Wholesaler division of NSPA. 
The third elected officer is W. D. 
Kirkpatrick, Manley Mfg. division 
of American Chain & Cable Co., 
Ine., York, Pa., who will serve as 
junior vice-president and chairman 
of the association’s Manufacturer 
board of governors, 


For the first time in the associa- 
tion’s history the balloting for this 
year’s officers and directors was 
conducted by mail and was com- 
pleted later than usual for that 
reason, Annual convention and 
election meetings of the organiza- 
tion, normally held in December, 
probably will not be resumed until 
the war ends. 


Seven new directors were elected 
to succeed those whose terms have 
expired. They are: 

E. M. Sheehan, Motive Parts Co. 
of Pennsylvania, Pittsburgh. 


J. A. Doyle, Southern Bearings & 
Parts Co., Atlanta, 


G. H. Goehrig, Blackhawk Mfg. 
Co., Milwaukee. 

R. L. Sommerville, Electric Stor- 
age Battery Co., Philadelphia. 

E. H. Austin, Timken Roller 
Bearing Co., Canton, O. 

F. S. Roberts, Phelps-Roberts 
Corp., Washington. 

L. R. Hines, Hines Motor Supply 
Co., Billings, Mont. 


Shepard’s New Role 


CHICAGO.—H. W. Shepard, who 
took over the managership of the 
Cadillac branch here recently when 
V. C. P. Dreiske joined the U. S. Navy 
as lieutenant-commander, has_ been 
appointed chairman for the automobile 
division of the American Red Cross 
war fund drive in this area. 
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Basic Qualifications Cited... 


Women Held Able to Performes 
90% of Service Operations 


SOUTH BEND.—Women can be 
trained, as helpers or specialists, to 
perform roughly 90 percent of the 
mechanical service operations on 
a passenger car, in the opinion of 
Studebaker Corp.’s service depart- 
ment officials. This opinion is based 
on the results of studies conducted 
for several months in the factory’s 
experimental training schools for 
women, plus the experience of 
Studebaker dealers already employ- 
ing women mechanics. 

The company’s conclusions on 
the problem of employing and 
training women mechanics, to re- 
place men who have joined the 
armed services Or who have gone 
into war production industries, are 
presented in a 66-page booklet en- 
titled “Recruiting, Selecting, Train- 
ing—Women for Automotive Main- 
tenance Service,” currently being 
mailed to Studebaker dealers. 

This booklet will be followed 
shortly by a detailed manual ex- 
pressly developed for use in train- 
ing women mechanics. 

In the current booklet, Stude- 
baker service department officials 
explain that after interviewing 
scores of women and conducting 
them through classes, they have 
come to the conclusion that proper 
selection is equally as important as 
the training program itself. On the 
basis of their findings, they recom- 
mend to dealers seeking women 
mechanics that they find applicants 
who conform as nearly as possible 
to the following qualifications: 

Twenty-five to 35 years of age 
with at least a grammar school 
education; strong and sufficiently 
tall to reach over fenders when 
working on an engine; a good 
physical record showing no sus- 


PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT’S daughter Anna, 


ceptibility to frequent illness; 
experience in a factory job or at 
other manual labor and, con- 
tributing to support of family—ixz 
other words, having a real need 
to earn money. 

“Training by doing” is recom=... 
mended as the most effective 
method of training women me 
chanics. The training prog 
recommended by the factory in- 
volves these four main steps: 
explanation of the operation; 2: 
performance by instructor with 
trainee observing; 3. performancg™ 
by trainee with assistance of*in-"~ 
structor, and 4. explanation b 
trainee of how and why she is pe 
forming operation. 


Vehicles 


(Continued from Page 1) 


Hampshire, 12.3; New Mexico, 11. 
Oklahoma, 7.8; Pennsylvania, 62>... 
Vermont, 9.3; West Virginia, 8.3; 
Wisconsin, 14.8; Wyoming, 6.7; an 
Texas, 8.6. 

Losses in passenger car registra; 
tions in the 36 states and the Dis 
trict of Columbia were 5.76 percent 
and, in trucks, 4.21 percent. 

Connecticut, Kansas, Nevac 
and South Carolina were the only 
states reporting more passenger 
cars in service in 1942 than in™ 
1941, South Carolina’s gain was 
9.8 percent, but the increase ir 
the other states was insignificant... 

New York reported a loss of 
253,941 passenger car units for 
year. Pennsylvania lost 1 5. 
ears; California, 122,248; Michigan 
87,679; Texas, 124,345, and Wiscor 
sin, 119,373. 


OT Ti 


and her husband, John 


Boettiger, publisher of the Seattle Post-Intelligencer, paid a surprise visit te 


Dodge last week. 


intricate Sperry Gyro-compass, now in quantit roduction at Dodge. 
out the details of this mechanism, which is , 


the fighting forces on Allied 


ships, is George W. 


They are shown examining the “spinning top’ of 
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gned to give safer passage to 
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representative of the vice-president in charge of manufacturing at Dod 
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“We 
o neeaia enjoyed a 60% increase 
nr vice Business...a very defi 
e result of the efforts put forth 
you and your organization.” 


H. J. i vag ide 
> £7e. 
Schwartzburg Motors, i. “ 


SCHWARTZBURG Motors, INC. 
© Oidsmobile Sales and Service 
lL ans ( TELEPHONE LOcust 4141 
2500 NoatH Tun STREET 
MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 


e1GGESt 
woweys woet™ \ 


December 20, 


Mr. H. F. Banks 
Oldsmobile Division 
606 W. Wisconsin Ave. 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


Dear Mr. Banks: 
I have just reviewed the eleven months' operation 
I am well ple h the increase that we have 
The purpose ° ing this letter lies in the fact that 
4s a very definite result of the efforts put forth by you and 


organization. 

The Customer Maintenance and Follow 

of the Milwaukee Zone, was carried out 45 follows - 
personal contact poard were contacted by phone, cus 
regularly by mail, and the "Crack the Nut Chart" was 
detail. 

The Operating Comparison sheets which you mail to us 
been extremely helpful from aor angles. 


-up schedule, 


each 
j4vables, which we 


of past due rece 
the future. 


redit wisely in 


to you for the 


Division, and 


I wish to extend my & reciation 
e now are operating 


which is sponsored by @ldsmobile 
the members of 
feel to be sound ntals on which 
r the duration. 


a profitable operation fo 
increase in service business. 


Again let me thank you for the assistance and cooper 


the Milwaukee Zone. W 
we have placed our conf 
To date we have enjoyed & 


1942 


of my dealership, and 


been able to obtain. 
the increase 


your zone 


installed by your men 
1 owners on th 


"all Out Service Program" 
instituted in our f 


on what we 


idence for 


ation of the Milwaukee 


Zone. 
Yours very truly> 
SCHAARTZBURG MOTOKS INC. 


ang deere 


President 
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he Antes — of them who wouldn't a Yet, 
this success. “si oe been an important a 7 : 
too, they aka ill letters, and in their Se = 
Auieaies baci Mates tee how Oldsmobile’s 
operation. How Oldsmobil has benefited aoe ne ’ 
on nae direct re eld representatives have 
eir s uable ai i : 

i aly’ Oldsmobile’s wl a — 
competition ee them a good long ste ra - 
Table has ae st Serene Dealer a a 
w ee sou ° 

pony <r service eer a aow 
been elk pe a have arisen, Ol Sea when- 
assistance. y-on-the-spot” with special, gsc a 
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N, PA.—The clinic approach has just ac 
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r sales i 
month in our eigh 
here.—H. L. Peterson, Inc. r eight years of experience 
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GM’s Capacity 
For Cars Seen 


Boosted 504% 


BUFFALO.—General Motors 
probably will be able to resume the 
building of automobiles five or six 
months after the end of the war, 
and present plant capacity might 
permit the production of as many 
as 18,000 a day compared with 
about 12,000 a day under the old 
peacetime program. 

This assertion was made by 
Alfred P. Sloan, chairman of Gen- 
eral Motors Corp., at a luncheon 
meeting here given by the General 
Motors Club of Buffalo for a group 
of Buffalo businessmen. 

Sloan said the postwar car will 
be the “1942 car; it can’t be any- 
thing different.” 

He told the businessmen that the 
policy of renegotiating contracts, 
involving an adjustment of prices 
as costs change, has been very fair 
insofar as General Motors’ is con- 
cerned. He said he recognized there 
is much agitation against renego- 
tiation of contracts, but said he 
had a feeling this opposition “is 
not based on a thorough under- 
standing of the circumstances.” 

General Motors, he said, has 
spent $750,000,000 for new plant and 
equipment since it began produc- 
ing war equipment, which prac- 
tically doubles the corporation’s 
prewar manufacturing plant. 

Eight GM _ vice-presidents ac- 
companied Sloan on the Buffalo 
visit. Earlier, in an_ interview, 
Sloan said: 

1—Aircraft engine output of 
Buffalo Chevrolet plants is to be 
increased five-fold. 

2—The postwar automobile, at 
first, will be the 1942 car and no 
revolutionary changes can be ex- 
pected immediately. 

neral Motors has become 
the world’s largest producer of war 
materials. 

4—One of the big postwar prob- 
lems will be to slow up the in- 
tense industrial activity, which is 
bound to develop after war plants 
are converted back to peacetime 
production. 


Releases 


(Continued from Page 1) 
government received a total of 32,- 
244, while 109 went to territories. 

Michigan, with 22,228, led all 
other states in the number of cer- 
tificates issued, followed in order 
by Ohio with 18,324, California with 
15,637, Illinois with 13,626, Penn- 
sylvania with 13,527, Texas with 
13,275 and New York with 12,296. 
Fewest certificates (375) were is- 
sued in Vermont. 

Issuance of certificates was high- 
est during December, when 35,470 
were issued, more than three times 
the number (11,225) issued in No- 
vember. Other months were as fol- 
lows: 

March 17,576; April 27,797; May 
34,504; June 26,741; July 29,234; 
August 31,845; September 21,745, 
and October 16,287. 

A total of 79 certificates were 
issued for converting cars to buses. 


Hutchins Heads 
Columbus Dealers 


COLUMBUS, O.—President of 
the Columbus Automobile Trade 
Assn. for the coming year is Al F. 
Hutchins, of Hutchins Motor Sales. 
Other officers are Don B. Cole, 
vice-president; A. E. White, secre- 
tary, and George B. Byers, treas- 
urer. 

Trustees are F. E. Avery, O. C. 
Belt, George O. Bobb, O. C. Cul- 
bertson, F. Bert Daniels, J. T. 
Kaufman, Neil D. Bush, George D. 
Simeon, J. W. Watson and Harold 
R. Wood. 


Votypka Joins WPB 


As a Specialist 

DETROIT.—Appointment to the 
War Production Board’s Detroit 
regional staff of John W. Votypka, 
associated in automotive engineer- 
ing circles for 30 years, is an- 
nounced by D. J. Hutchins, re- 
gional director. 

Votypka, production engineer in 
the last World War on DH4’s for 
Great Britain, is to be head indus- 
trial specialist of the Production 
Service and Smaller War Plants 
divisions. 


New Cars Released Under Rationing, States by Months, 1942 


(Subject to Revision) 
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NOTE: This table excludes 28,478 new passenger automobiles sold on or before Jan. 1, 1942, but delivered after that date under 


NAPA Reelects Officers; 


Ration Order 2. 


Car Delivery 
Rules Delayed 
To March 15 


WASHINGTON.— The _ deadline 
for dealers to complete required 
pre-delivery service on new cars 
was extended last week by OPA 
from Feb. 15 to March 15. 

The extension was granted to 
conform to OPA and War Produc- 
tion Board action in the program 
to protect the remaining stockpile 
of motor vehicles, 

Amendment No. 8 to Revised 
Price Schedule No. 85 covering 
new passenger automobiles and 
Amendment No, 101 to Supplemen- 
tary Regulation 14 to the General 
Maximum Price Regulation cover- 
ing new commercial motor ve- 
hicles, were issued recently by 
OPA in conjunction with the WPB 
conservation order M-126-A. Each 
of the three orders sets forth a 
list of standard delivery operations 
sellers must perform. 

The latest action follows WPB’s 
decision to postpone the effective 
date of its order to March 15 in 
order to make some changes in the 
list of services. A revised check- 
list of operations will be contained 
in a future OPA action and will be 
identical to the list in WPB’s con- 
templated revisions. 


To feel the pulse of the industry, 
consistent reading of Automotive News 
is a necessity. 


Davis Asks Law to Bar 


Union Racketeering 

NEW YORK.—Passage of 
legislation to prevent racketeer- 
ing control of labor unions was 
advocated by William L. Davis, 
chairman of the War Labor 
Board, in a lecture given here 
under sponsorship of the Co- 
lumbia_ University Institute of 
Arts and Science. 

Recommending _ specifically 
that all unions certified by the 
government as_ collective-bar- 
gaining agents be required to 
embody in their constitutions 
provisions for the democratic 
election of union officers, Davis 
declared that this, together with 
a limitation on the terms of 
union officials to two years, 
would go far to prevent control 
by racketeers. Davis also advo- 
cated that the financial records 
of unions certified as bargaining 
agencies be thrown open to pub- 
lic inspection, like the records 
of corporations. 


Wilson on Board 


WASHINGTON. — Chairman Donald 
M. Nelson announces he has appointed 
Vice Chairman Charles E. Wilson as 
his deputy on the Combined Produc- 
tion and Resources Board. This board, 
which is headed by Nelson and by 
Capt. Oliver Lyttelton, British minister 
of production, is charged with respon- 
sibility for integrating the production 
efforts of the United States and the 
United Kingdom. Wilson succeeds 
James S. Knowlson. 


Cites Wartime 


DETROIT.—AIll officers of the 
National Automotive Parts Assn. 
were reelected at the annual meet- 
ing of the organization here. 


Henry Lansdale, vice-president, 
and general manager, stated that 
NAPA Warehouse sales volume 
reached an all-time high in 1942, 
and stressed the vital importance 
of efficient parts distribution and 
service to the maintenance of the 
nation’s wartime automotive trans- 
portation system. 

During the two-day session, a 
series of meetings and discussions 
were held dealing with current 
problems relating to personnel, 
supply, inventory management, 
warehouse service and methods of 
conforming to various govern- 
mental regulations. 

R. L. Vaniman, director of the 
Automotive division of the War 
Production Board, was the guest 
of the organization at a luncheon, 
where he talked on the work of 
the division, and the necessity of 
maintaining the nation’s automo- 
tive vehicles in operating con- 
dition. 


Officers elected for 1943 are: 
Ralph W. Boozer, Boozer-Test 
Management Service, Indianapolis, 
president; E. S. Baldwin, Automo- 
tive Parts Co., Columbus, O., vice- 
president; and Henry Lansdale, De- 


Needs 


troit, executive vice-president and 
secretary-treasurer. 

The board of directors includes 
the officers, and the following: W. 
W. Martin, NAPA Pittsburgh 
Warehouse, Pittsburgh; A. F. Bax- 
ter, Unit Parts Corp., Buffalo; C. 
C. Colyear, Colyear Motor Sales 
Co., Los Angeles; Carlyle Fraser, 
Genuine Parts Co., Atlanta; R. J. 
Harris, Standard Unit Parts Co., 
Minneapolis; and J. R. McCoy, 
Quaker City Motor Parts Coy 
Philadelphia. 

The Manufacturers’ council of 
the NAPA elected C. Q. Smith, 
American Brakeblok division of 
the American Brake Shoe & 
Foundry Co. chairman; J. E. 
Echlin, Echlin Mfg. Co., vice- 
chairman, and H. D. Hubbs, Mon- . 
mouth Products Co. secretary- 
treasurer. New directors named 
were A. T. Arnold, Baldwin-Duck- 
worth, division of Chain Belt Co., 
and Dave A. Coulter, New Britain 
Machine Co. 


Chrysler Corp. Declares 


75-Cent Dividend 

DETROIT.—Directors of Chrys- 
ler Corp. last week declared a divi- 
dend of 75 cents per share on the 
common stock of the corporation, 
payable March 13, to stockholders 
of record Feb. 26, 1943. 
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THEY ARE FIGHTING | 
A GOOD FIGHT!... 


When the full history of America’s war effort is written, the performance 
of the nation’s automobile dealers will be recognized as one of the 
most notable of civilian contributions to our victory. 


Seldom has any group been called on to assume a task of such 
magnitude under such handicaps. Largely upon their shoulders fell 
the burden of keeping the country’s motor transport in an efficient 
condition, although their mechanical staffs were constantly being depleted 
by the government’s man-power demands. And on top of everything 
else came the restrictions on driving which brought entirely new 
problems to their service stations. 


The manner in which these dealers have handled their tremendous 
assignment has won the respect of the entire body of car owners. 
This has resulted in firmer friendships and greater confidence that are 
bound to be invaluable when normal business conditions return. Their 
courtesy under stress has been unflagging, their sympathy for owners’ 
problems unbounded. 


Not only have the dealers done a job of heroic proportions but many 
of them have done it in a truly patriotic spirit. In some cases, they 
have performed their duty at a considerable personal sacrifice, keenly 
conscious of the fact that if they fell down, America’s personal trans- 
portation fleet might be so seriously crippled as to interfere with the 
successful prosecution of the war. 


We are particularly proud of the record that Chrysler dealers are making 
under these trying conditions. They have shown a keen realization of 
their responsibilities to the owners of our products. They have done 
everything possible to make the purchaser of a Chrysler or Plymouth 
car glad that he selected that car above all other makes for such a 
trial of stamina and reliability as these emergency conditions entail. 


We are proud, too, of the manner in which our cars are standing up 
under the punishment of restricted driving and its attendant “still wear”. 
That they should perform so well under some conditions that are 
altogether foreign to those for which they were designed proves the 
inherent excellence of their design, materials and manufacture. 


Between the courtesy and efficiency of our dealers in providing adequate 
service for these vehicles and the manner in which the cars have acquitted 
themselves, we feel certain that the dawn of peace, whenever it may come, 
will bring us closer ties with our old friends and a vast group of new ones. 
Only in adversity can the true worth of an organization or a product fully 
be demonstrated. And we feel that this “trial by fire” has given added 
proof that Chrysler dealers and Chrysler and Plymouth cars truly 
merit the utmost in public confidence. 
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New Car Sales 
Drop to 69 in 


San Antonio 


SAN ANTONIO.—New car sales 
here in January totaled 69. Sales, 
according to individual makes, 
were as follows: 

Buick, 6; Cadillac, 2; Chevrolet, 
10 (and one truck); DeSoto, 1; 
Dodge, 5; Ford, 3 trucks; Hudson, 
2; IHC Truck, 3 commercial units; 
Mercury, 1; Nash, 2; Oldsmobile, 
4; Packard, 2; Plymouth, 9; Pon- 
tiac, 2; and, Studebaker, 5, Totals: “ , , ' 

51 cars, four trucks and three} witH THE CAPTURE of Benghazi, after the whirlwind drive across the 
commercial units, for a grand total| deserts of Western Egypt into Lars, the United Nations’ troops quickly 
of 58 In addition there were 10) titted” watiens’’ officers whe orvived ‘ins Chevrekst slat ‘cat. ‘Kets. tbe 
Mack trucks and one Chevrolet camouflage netting rolled up on the top of the car, which gives complete 


truck registered by out-of-county| disguise when properly stretched out. ilitary insignia on the car shows 
dealers, bringing the total to 69) that the staff officers were of the Australian armed forces. 
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1940—741; 1941—1,119; and, 1942—/| wiji continue in full force indefi-| Leverett Saltonstall’s executive order 


206. empowering the State Public Works 
Whil 1 + nitely. A recent survey among the) qepartment to regulate the size of 
e car sales are far below/ dealers showed that all were busy,| trucks on Massachusetts highways has 
normal, service and parts opera-|/and that all were operating at a| been introduced in the state legislature 







increases in many 





through the past year without the/on the right side of the ledger. | Trucks and Tires to sell again. 


JAN. 30 
1943 


SIXTH Issue of 
NEW LIBERTY 


DEC. 26 
1942 


FIRST Issue of 
NEW LIBERTY 
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DEC. 19 
1942 


Last Issue of 
OLD LIBERTY 








_— certainly go for the NEW Liberty. They go for the top-flight 
stories and articles, the compact new editing technique, the fast- 
reading new format. And—especially —they go for an EXCLUSIVE 
NEW LIBERTY WEEKLY FEATURE: A complete-in-one-issue CONDEN- 
SATION OF A CURRENT BEST SELLING BOOK! Here are the six books 
condensed in the first six issues of the NEW Liberty: 






















DATE BOOK AUTHOR 
Dec. 26,1942 , . THECOMMANDOS . , , . , Elliot Arnold 
Jan. 2,1943 , . NO COFFIN FOR THE CORPSE , , Clayton Rawson 
Jan. 9,1943 . . THE OX-BOW INCIDENT . . Walter Van Tilburg Clark 
(Reader's Club Selection) 


Jan. 16,1943 , . WHAT ABOUT GERMANY? .. Louis P. Lochner 








Jan. 23,1943 . . WETOOKTOTHE WOODS . . . Louise Dickinson Rich 
' (Book of the Month Club Selection 
Jan. 30,1943 . . THE UNINVITED . . . . Dorothy McArdle 


(Literary Guild Selection) 
(Each a $2.00 to $3.00 Best Seller—condensed in the NEW Liberty for a dime!) 


Is the word spreading..from reader to reader? The NEW Liberty submits that 
these facts and figures talk for themselves: OVER 100,000 jump in NEWSSTAND 


sales INONE MONTH! 
The New 


Liberty 


Paul Hunter, Publisher 





CHICAGO: 400 N. Michigan Ave., Robert W. Richardson, Western Adv. Mgr. NEW YORK: 205 E. 42nd St. DETROIT: Gen. Motors Bidg., Ray Miller, Mgr. 
SAN FRANCISCO-LOS ANGELES: Duncan A. Scott & Co., Representatives 


Automotive Off 66%... 
"42 Retail Store Sales — 


Top ’41 by 4% 


WASHINGTON.—Sales of all re- 
tail stores in the United States 
reached the record total of $56,382 
million in 1942, the department of 
commerce estimated last week. 
This represents an increase of 4 
Percent over the 1941 total and is 
the fourth consecutive year-to-year 
rise in the dollar flow of goods 
through retail channels, 

The increase in 1942, however, is 
the smallest increase since the de- 
pression year of 1938. Sales in 
1942 were 45 percent higher than 
in the 1935-39 base period. 




















units. The 4 percent increase in dollar 
Sales for January in previous|loss of a single dealership, and Would Annul Power SS an = conus Ghee took 


place in retail prices, despite the 
almost total elimination of price 


renee after price control was ex- 
tended to the retail level in May. 
tions continue very good. profit. In some instances this 7 ae ee ee a The relatively small change in 
The industry here has gone| profit was small, but it was always} 4» Wars End! There'll be Cars and| dollar sales of all retail stores from 
1941 and 1942 is to an unprece- 





dented degree the result of off 
setting increases and decreases 
among the major kinds of business. 


Durable goods stores accounted 
for only 18 percent of retail trade 
in 1942 compared with 27 percen 
in 1941. Sales of these stores-a 
estimated at $9,932 million in 1942, 
one-third lower than in 1941, bu 
5 percent higher than in 1938°39. 
Nondurable goods stores had rec- 
ord sales of $46,451 million, 18 
percent higher than the pre 
year and 59 percent above the base 
period level. The effect of the first 
year of war on the proportions”6 
durable and nondurable goods for 
civilian use is thus apparent, 


The only large decrease in dollar 
sales was the spectacular decline 
of almost two-thirds for autome 
tive stores. This group, which con- 
stituted 15 percent of retail trade 
in 1941, accounted for only 5 p 
cent last year. 

The fact that sales still amounted§ 
to $3 billion in 1942 may seem 
prising in view of restrictions on 
the sale and use of cars, until_ if 
is remembered that sales of these 
stores include used cars, parts and 
accessories, and repair work 
well as new cars. 


Victory Service 
League Enrollees 
Top 500,000 


DETROIT.—Membership in the 
Victory Service League, nations 
alliance of American car and trugk- 
owners, has pass- 
ed the half-millon 
mark, it is an- 
nounced by the 
League’s national 
director, William 
E. Holler. 

Launched under 
the sponsorship 
of Chevrolet deal- 
ers only four 
months ago, the 
League has at- 


Ae 
tracted members Fat 


. H iat 
at the rate of oo 


more than 100,000 a month. Dedi 
cated to patriotic service through™,. 
organized participation in vital war 
programs and to the conservatio 
of the nation’s automotive trangeee 
portation system, the League has 
won the endorsement and support 
of prominent and influential people~” 
in all parts of the country, 

Now enrolled are the governors 
of virtually all the states, many 
senators and congressmen, mayors 
of many cities and towns, leading 
industrialists and business men, 
prominent educators, professions 
people, club leaders and the heac 
of fraternal orders, 

Through unified action of its 
membership, the League has as-~ 
sisted in War Bond Drives, col- 
lecting scrap metal and _ rubber 
and providing books and sports 
equipment for men in the armed 
services. 


Hudson Salvages 
10 Million Lbs. 


DETROIT. — Almost 10,000,000 
pounds of scrap iron and steel have 
been salvaged by Hudson Moto 
Car Co., since the first of June, mm 
it was revealed last week. 

Hudson’s collection in the past 
seven months, since the nationale 
scrap drive really gained impetus, 
has been 9,970,297 pounds of scrap 
iron and steel. 

Steel scrap salvage by Hudson in 
December totaled 732,905 pounds. 
The December salvage from the 
varied group of war contracts in 
cluded 551,000 pounds of non-pro- 
ductfve iron and steel scrap and 
181,905 pounds of productive scrap 

In addition, Hudson salvaged 
293,896 pounds of aluminum in 
December, boosting the seven 
month total of this material to 
1,277,501 pounds. 


Whitaker on Board 


NORTH KANSAS CITY, Mo.—Whi 
taker Battery Supply Co. stockholders 
have elected Jack F. Whitaker to the 
board of directors and also given him 
the title of chief engineer. 
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CHEVROLET ° - 


BUICK . CADILLAC 


THAT TEN PER CENT! Put 10% or more of your Pay into War Bonds every payday! 
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Volume Of Truck Hauling | 


Holds Steady In 1942 


WASHINGTON —Volume of 
truck hauling on main rural] high- 
ways in 1942 was substantially the 
same as in 1940, despite restric- 
tions imposed last year on truck 
operation to conserve vehicles, tires 
and gasoline, the Public Roads Ad- 
ministration made known last 
week. 

During 1942, trucks hauled an 
estimated 46 billion ton-miles of 
freight on main rural roads, com- 
pared with 46.7 billion in the more 
normal year 1940. 

A large, but undetermined, 
amount of the 1942 volume was 
traffic of war industries and it was 
the urgent war need for highway 
transport which prevented any sub- 
stantial reduction in total truck 
hauling last year despite motor 
vehicle restrictions. 

Heavier loads were possible be- 
cause of increased use of “com- 
bination” outfits. Equipped with 
three to seven axles, dual wheels, 
and 10 to 26 tires to keep loads 
within legal limits, these tractor- 


truck, semitrailer, and trailer com- 
binations haul pay loads up to 25 
tons or more and weigh up to 42 
tons loaded. Traffic of truck com- 
binations has been increasing since 
1936. 

Combination outfits carried about 
29.2 billion ton-miles in 1942, com- 
pared with 23.5 in 1940. Their 1942 
tonnage movement was about 74 
percent greater than that of single- 
unit trucks, whereas in 1940 they 
carried about the same ton-miles 
as single units. 

Combination outfits are especial- 
ly numerous in the West. This in 
part explains why ton-miles of load 
carried by trucks in the Pacific 
region was about 22 percent greater 
in 1942 than in 1940, but in the 
country as a whole was lightly less 
in 1942 than in 1940. 

One feature of truck traffic ob- 
served last year was the heavier 
loads of loaded trucks, Another 
characteristic was the larger per- 
centage of both single units and 
combinations running empty, com- 


pared with 1940, Trucks carrying 
workmen to war plants were ob- 
served, and, since they did not 
carry commodities, were recorded 
as empty. Many single-unit trucks 
in 1942 may have been used in 
place of passenger cars. But the 
empty runs of combinations were 
probably principally to inability to 
obtain return loads from construc- 
tion jobs, military establishments, 
etc. 

Axle loads in excess of 18,000 
pounds, which tend to damage road 
surfaces and are illegal] in 35 states, 
were nearly three times as numer- 
ous in 1942 as in the period 1936-40, 


Toll Bridge Approved 


For Baltimore Harbor 


BALTIMORE. — Construction of 
a toll bridge across Baltimore har- 
bor, from Fairfield to Canton, as 
proposed by the Maryland State 
Roads Commission, was approved 
Jan. 15 in Washington by Thomas 
H. MacDonald, head of the Bureau 
of Federal Roads. 

The $12,000,000 cost of the pro- 
posed structure would be financed 
by a loan to be amortized by tolls. 


Democracy is the American way of 
life; let’s keep it that way. 


Set for Emergency... 


Seven ‘War 


Wagons’ 


Tested by ODT 


WASHINGTON.—ODT has an- 
nounced that the nation is prepar- 
ing for the time—if it ever comes— 
when present urban transportation 
facilities will be unable to carry 
the increased passenger load re- 
sulting from industrial expansion 
and war-imposed restrictions on 
the use of private automobiles. 

Already, seven unconventional 
pieces of equipment developed or 
sponsored by ODT to help keep 
America on the move, have passed 
through the experimental stage to 
the point where they have been 
found to have a substantial degree 
of practicability, and experiments 
with additional types are being 
planned, it is said. 


The unconventional equipment, 
now in service in various parts of 
the country, was designed with a 
view to minimizing the use of 
critical materials and of obtaining 


Fo Hhwwniyathahes 
a pocece of news / oe 


The electrifying news of the rendezvous at Casablanca gave the press 


the headline of the year. If was many-sided business news, too... as 


each of 4 Business Week editors evaluated it for management-men. The 


Editor called on the special skills and experience of the Foreign, War Pro- 


duction and Washington staff men for their points of view which when 


fused gave management-men a clear interpretation of the event... in 


relation to their own varied problems, their own responsibilities. 


Five BW editors took hold of Byrnes’ orders on a 48-hour week for labor, 


as that news rushed over our wires before his broadcast. Five specialists 


looked beyond its surface news interest and a few days later reported to 


management-men its important implications in terms of manpower, infla- 


tion, tax policy, and future political maneuverings . . . news upon which 


important business decisions for the future will be based. 


This analysis of not one side but all sides of a piece of news, in terms of 


business impact and significance, is characteristic af Business Week. 


You'll find that Business Week news stories are 


330 West 42nd Street, New York City 


short in words .. . but long in usefulness. 


the maximum amount of passenger 
mileage from the tires. Following 
are descriptions: 

CoNveRTED HavuLaway TRUCK: 
These vehicles are the haulaWay, 
or driveaway, trucks formerly used 
to deliver four to six passenger 
automobiles over the road from 
the factory or assembly plant to 
the dealer, They are of the 
tor semi-trailer type, steel framed 
and equipped with tires. These 
vehicles have been converted 
buses by cutting off the super 
structure, putting on a roof and 
side walls of non-critical materials; 
installing a side door for service 
entrance and a rear door for 
emergency, and installing longitu« 
dinal or cross seats. Practically 
all the available haulaway trucks 
in the country are in the proc 
of being converted to buses or are 
already running in many states. 
large pool of them are being c6n- 
verted for transportation work of 
the Army. A 

Fut. Traiters—Besides the hatil- 
away truck, another type of ve- 
hicle formerly used for the delivery 
of automobiles was the full trailer. 
The full trailer, carrying two auto- 
mobiles, was hauled through..@ 
coupling by a truck, also carrying 
two automobiles. There are ap- 
proximately 600 of these full trail- 
ers in existence. Several months 
ago one such trailer was converted 
into a bus trailer and tried out by 
the municipal transit system in 
Cleveland. The trailer is hauled by 
a conventional bus through ® 
coupling, seats 31 persons and is 
built with the same lines as the 


bus which hauls it. The experi” 


ment was so successful that an- 
other 60 of these trailers are going‘ 
into service in Cleveland. = 
ELONGATED PassENGER SeEDAN—This 
vehicle 
ordinary passenger sedans in 
middle and inserting a section six 


a 
- 


meer 


is produced by cutting ™ = 
e 


feet long. This section contains... 


only 300 pounds of critical material 
and consists primarily of wooden 
chassis frame and masonite panels 
The complete vehicle seats 15 per- 
sons and, in the opinion of ODT, 
has great possibilities for groups 
of workmen who operate their 
own transportation associations. 

House Traiter—The shell of @ 
house trailer has been developed 
with longitudinal seats around the‘ 
sides and seating approximately 
20 passengers. This trailer is in- 
tended to be hauled by a passenger 
automobile. Tests are being con- 
ducted to determine whether it is 
thoroughly practical to use an 
ordinary automobile to haul such 
a heavy load, or whether a truck 
is necessary. 

Two-WHEEL TraiLer—This vehicle 
is a small trailer riding on two 
wheels behind a private automo- 
bile. It seats nine passengers and 


ole 


— 


oa? 


ee 


is light enough to be easily hauled ™ 


by ordinary passenger car. 

ODT Express Traiter—This ve- 
hicle is of the tractor semi-trailer 
type using a standard tractor and 
a specially constructed trailer re- 
sembling somewhat the large vans 
designed to carry bulky commodi- 
ties. The pilot model built by ODT 


seats 125 people and is 55 feet long" 


overall, including the tractor, and 
eight feet wide overall, Of the 125 
seats, 87 are permanent seats ar- 
ranged crosswise of the vehicle 


back to back. An additional 38 


passengers are carried on retrac- 
table seats, The vehicle has ply- 
wood sides, masonite roof and 
wooden seats. The trailer weighs 
14,000 pounds. It is designed to 
use &@ minimum quantity of steel 
and to obtain maximum mileage 
from tires as a result of the trailer 
principle and the independent dual 
wheel arrangement under the trail- 
er body. This pilot model is now 
in actual service on a run 80 miles 
long carrying workers to a con- 
struction project in Virginia. It 
replaced three buses in this service. 

Stano-Srr Sgeat—The Stand-Sit 
seat is a cross seat placed in a 
street car or bus in the usual 
manner, a double seat on each side 
of a central aisle. The seat spac- 
ing is 18 inches instead of the con- 
ventional 28 to 30 inches. Such 
spacing would be impossible under 
normal conditions. 
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On February 18, the Army-Navy “‘E’’ pennant 
for production excellence was awarded the 
A. D. Ellis Mills Incorporated. Principal 
speaker was Colonel Maurice C. Gregory, 
USMC Depot Quartermaster, Department of 
Supplies, U.S. Marine Corps, Philadelphia, Pa. 


OW a new battle flag flies over the two Ellis Mills here in Monson, and every Ellis 
N worker proudly wears a new badge of honor. For Ellis has been awarded the 
Army-Navy “E” burgee for outstanding production, and Ellis employees the “E”’ pins 
for unusual devotion to duty in time of war. 

Of course, Ellis workers have always been proud that since 1863 their product has 
been recognized as the finest cloth used for uniforms and officers’ overcoats — that 
today 100% wool overcoats from their looms are a preferred choice among officers of 
Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, and Maritime Commission. 

And in peacetime, Ellis workers were proud that their craftsmanship won first choice 
for upholstering fabrics for America’s finest automobiles and airliners. They hope it 
will not be long before their looms will again be busy weaving fabrics for the fine cars 
of the future, and for the transoceanic clippers that will revolutionize world transport 
of tomorrow. 

But meanwhile, we all get a special thrill from having been chosen by the Marines 
to supply standard olive green uniform cloth for our gallant ‘‘devil dogs” of every rank. 
Our best is none too good for the U. S. Marines — now and every day henceforth — 
until the final moment of the enemy’s unconditional surrender. Until then our battle 
flag will fly. 

All of us at Ellis pledge the Army and the Navy that six months hence we will merit 
an added star for continued high performance. 


A:-D-ELLIS MILLS INCORPORATED 


Established 1863 MONSON, MASSACHUSETTS Incorporated 1923 


AUTOMOBILE AND AVIATION UPHOLSTERY FABRICS 
UNIFORM CLOTHS e SPECIALTIES 


Detroit Office: 82 Lothrop Avenue — LESTER J. COLBY, Manager 
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a igs i ts Meee Minimum 120 Gallons Yearly .. ° 


Canada Is Reducing 
All Gas Rations 


“WHERE EASTERN SELLERS meet Western buyers” is the “oe 
and each Tuesday motor car dealers from cities and towns east of St. 
urchased by dealers from as far away as Portland, O 

ealers who attended the last sale. 
dealer, and George Fitzpatrick. More than 3,000 


which are 
a group of 


The auction compan 
cars have 


of the St. Joseph Auction Co., St. Joseph, Mo., 
Joseph brin 
.; Los Angeles and El Paso, Tex. 

rated by Frank Cutberth, St. Joseph car 
been sold at the weekly auctions which were started nine 


cars to the auction batiding, 
8 


Here 


months ago and last Tuesday’s sale of 201 cars was the largest yet held. Cars are bought and sold only by dealers. 
ne ta mae eee acted a tamntnaeenanhandeness 


125 in Chevrolet Office 


Donate Blood in Day 
DETROIT.—Officials of Chevro- 
let Motor division believe that em- 
ployes of all Central Office depart- 
ments set a record when more than 
125 volunteered as blood donors 


Wise Automotive News readers are 
ee, profit opportunities in the 
Dealer Want Ad columns. See inside 
back cover. 


Facts and Flashes 


when Mobile Unit A, Blood Pro- 
curement Service, American Red 
Cross, opened a two-day blood pro- 
curement program in the General 
Motors Bldg. last week. 

Many of the group are “regu- 
lars,” who have donated three, four 
and as high as six times. The en- 
tire group represents more than 
40 percent of all GM building oc- 
cupants donating during the cur- 
rent visit of the Red Cross mobile 
unit. 


Ignores Request 


HARTFORD, Conn.—No recommen- 
dation for diversion of general fund 
revenues to the highway_fund was 
made 7 Vv. ymond E. Baldwin 
in his budget message to the state 
legislature here. State Highway Com- 
missioner William J. Cox had earlier 
urged in his biennial report that 
$1,000,000 of highway revenues diverted 
to the general fund in 1931 be repaid 
now to the highway fund to help offset 
shrinking automotive tax receipts. 


Pete Wemhoff’s Fourth Dimension 
offers news of advertising. 


MONTREAL.—Drastic reduction 
of gasoline ration for Canadian mo- 
torists during the year commenc- 
ing Apr. 1, was announced last 
week by C. D. Howe, minister of 
Munitions and Supply, who said 
the serious supply situation made 
it necessary to cut the allowance 
of “many thousands of automobiles 
and to tighten restrictions on com- 
mercial vehicles. 

“Non-essential” drivers will be 
restricted to 120 gallons a year, but 
a special allowance will be granted 
those who can prove vocational 
needs for such allowances, A Mu- 
nitions department spokesman said 
later that the classes of peoples 
eligible to apply for special books 
would not be made public. 

The 1943-44 ration plan includes 
the following new provisions: 

Gasoline will be strictly ra- 
tioned to all commercial vehi- 
cles, including farm trucks. 


From the 


Technical Service Department 
ETHYL CORPORATION 


FROM THE WARTIME AUTOMOTIVE FRONT 


1600 West Eight Mile Road 
DETROIT, Michigan 


Give "priorities" to essential repair jobs if your shop is jammed with service 


work. 


to cars and trucks vitally needed in service. 


The "post-war" car means the "car of the future" to many people. 


Government would like non-essential repairs put off and preference given 


Actually, the 


first "post-war" cars will be 1942 models made from dies retained by manufac— 


turers. 


will take about six months. 


Changing over plants from war work to get even these into production 
Once this "stop-gap" production is under way, 


manufacturers will start developing the car of the future — a job that may take 


several years. 
many things: 


octane gasoline, greater availability of rubber, etc. 


Appearance and performance of: the "future" car will depend on 
new developments in plastics and light metals, wider use of high- 


Appearance of new wartime tires on market is a tribute to the ingenuity of 


rubber companies — but does not mean that the nation's tire problems are 


solved. 


Public should beware of optimisn. 


There is still no rubber to burn. 


Car owners who have stopped driving completely since Eastern States ban on 


pleasure driving went into effect should be warned against letting cars stand in 


garages indefinitely without proper storage care. 


Besides taking necessary 


steps to prevent tire deterioration, they should drain fuel systems completely 
of gasoline to eliminate formation of harmful gum deposits. 


Restricted to essential driving only, many other car owners are using their cars 


so infrequently and for such short runs that engines are rarely warmed up to 


efficient operating temperature and gas consumption per mile is high. 


To make 


starting easier and improve mileage, they should "bundle up" their engines with 
radiator covers in cold weather. 


Preventive maintenance is a new idea to many owners of one, two or three trucks 
who have never given their vehicles proper care. U. S. Truck Conservation Corps 
is trying to get them to see the light — and oil companies may soon launch a 

new drive to sell the advantages of proper maintenance to non—fleet truck owners. 


Something to think about: 


The torpedo that sinks a Jap ship may travel five 


hundred yards on its own power, but the plane that launches it travels hundreds 


of miles on gasoline. 


Oil is ammunition — use it wisely! 


2 All non-commercial drivers will 
be placed in an “AA” category 
—120 gallons a year—and required 
to prove their need for any special 
allowance. 
The differential between allow- 
ances for light and heavy p@ 
senger cars will be eliminated. 
All cars and trucks will be 
quired to bear windshield 
stickers indicating their category. 
There was no indication ime 
Howe’s announcement of any an- 
ticipated change in the present 
gasoline coupon value of three» 
gallons. 

Holders of “AA” books will be 
allowed to use their coupons as 
they wish, but will not be allowed 
any additional gasoline when they 
are exhausted, he said. The pres 
coupons expire March 31. 

The form of rationing for come, 
mercial] vehicles is too complicated 
to be outlined in a statement to 
the House of Commons, but will 
outlined in newspaper advertise- 
ments to appear shortly, Howe 
said, adding: a 

“TI believe that the allowance for 
all types of commercial vehicles 
will be reasonably adequate for the 
legitimate purposes for which the 
vehicle is intended.” oi 

It is estimated that the ration- 
ing of gasoline for commercial 
purposes will save “millions of gal- 
lons” annually. 

Special ration books will contain 
60 coupons or less, according to the 
allowance granted. Those granted 
one special book, or par of a book, 
will be in “A” category, those with 
two special books will be rated 
“B” and those with three special 
books will be in “C.” - 

“For commercial vehicles the 
new system, unlike that of last 
year, will provide for strict ra-~ 
tioning of all vehicles including 
farm trucks,” Howe said, “These _ 
will be divided into two classes: 
the first ‘transit class’ will cover 
ambulances, buses, taxis —_ 
drive-yourself cars; the seco 
‘service class’ will be sub-divided 
into four categories, general com-., 
merical, limited commercial, com- 
mercial motorcycle and other 
commercial. 

“Under the rationing of com- 
mercial vehicles, the owner will 
have his allowance pared down to 
bare essential needs and will find 
it necessary to eliminate unneces- 
sary trips, to drive slowly and to™ 
conserve gasoline for his legitimate 
purposes.” 


Cross to Aro 


As Gen. Mer. 


BRYAN, O.—J. C. Markey, presi- 
dent of Aro Equipment Corp., an- 
nounces the appointment of Frede- 
rick R. Cross as 7 
general manager 
in charge of all 
Phases of the 
Lubricating 
Equipment  divi- 
sion. 

Cross joined Aro 
after having re- 
signed from his 
position as sales 
manager of _ Ale- 
mite division of 
Stewart - Warner 
Corp. During 19 
years with Alemite, he was adver- 
tising manager of Alemite, adver- 
tising manager of the corporation; 
for the last four years sales 
manager of the Alemite division. 


F. R. Cross 


General Tire Engages 


College Scientists 

AKRON. — Scientific knowledge 
of the Carnegie Institute of Tech- 
nology and the Research Founda- 
tion of Purdue University has been 
enlisted by General Tire and Rub- 
ber Co. in seeking improvements 
in synthetic rubber and plastics, it 
is announced by William O’Neil, 
president of General Tire. 

Agreements have been entered 
into with both universities under 
which scientists will conduct exten- 
sive research into all phases of 
recent developments in the fields 
of plastics and substitute rubber. 
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That our boys may live 
and the American way of Life prevail! 


We are proud indeed that all four of the Kelsey-Hayes plants 
ow fly the Army-Navy ‘“E” for outstanding achievement in 
producing war equipment and for setting a high standard of 


practical patriotism. 


In Europe, this war has been brought home to the hearths 


and fire-sides of every home in every country at war. 


Due to America’s great good fortune in being so far removed 
rom actual theatres of war, we can go about our daily living 


with but little disturbance in our regular routine. 


Some of us in fact, would like to put the war out of our 


inds—to forget that on far-flung battle fronts of the world, 


fellow Americans are dying to protect our homes and our 


loved ones. 


Still others do not realize the enormous job that lies ahead. 
It’s going to take the combined might of an America, united 


as never before, to finish the herculean task that confronts us. 


We at Kelsey-Hayes, intend to deserve this fine recognition 
every hour of every day in the year and to justify the faith of 
the Army and Navy, that our record in the future will raise our 


standards of performance ever higher. 


* 


KELSEY-HAYES WHEEL CO. 
DETROIT, MICHIGAN 
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Legislatures Start Grinding... 


Crisis Brings Changes 
In Motor Laws 


WASHINGTON.—Effects of the 
war and its unwelcome offspring, 
the rubber shortage, are reflected 
in proposed legislation introduced 
in more than 40 state legislatures 
now in session, according to the 
National Highway Users’ Confer- 
ence. 

Bills to conserve rubber by 
bringing state speed limits into 
conformity with the federal regula- 
tion of 35 miles an hour, have been 
introduced in California, Colorado, 
Connecticut, Georgia, Indiana, 
Massachusetts, Nebraska, North 
Carolina, Ohio and Pennsylvania. 
Most of these measures allow for 
adjustment of state speed limits in 
the event the federal maximum is 
changed. 


Extraordinary wartime powers 
for governors to regulate highway 
transportation have been proposed 
in Minnesota, New Hampshire, 
North Dakota, Oregon, Rhode 


Island, Texas and Vermont. Simi- 
lar measures are expected in many 
other states. 


Relaxation of drivers’ license 
laws for members of the armed 
forces or for civilian drivers would 
be provided in bills introduced in 
California, Connecticut, Indiana, 
Michigan, New Hampshire, New 
Jersey, New York, Ohio, Tennessee, 
Texas and West Virginia. 


Repeal or suspension of motor 
vehicle inspection laws is called 
for by bills in Connecticut, Dela- 
ware, South Carolina and Wash- 
ington. 

Increases in sizes and weights 
regulations of vehicles or extension 
of motor vehicle reciprocity powers 
is asked of legislators in several 
states. Numerous measures have 
been introduced to adjust license 
fees to restricted motor vehicle use 
while bills to increase gasoline 
taxes are under consideration in 


in the 


Nation’s 


Service 


As we review the past year’s performance of Pontiac 

dealers, a deep feeling of gratitude and thanks prevails 
for the fine job they have done and their splendid record of 
cooperation in the nation’s war effort. 


By maintaining competent service organizations for the 
owners of nearly 2,000,000 Pontiacs as well as all other 
makes of cars, they are contributing greatly to the nation’s 
task of keeping its cars rolling safely and economically. 


It is noteworthy, too, that despite adverse conditions and 
many unusual problems, the sound business judgment and 
management exercised by Pontiac dealers enabled them, 


with hardly an exception, to 


operate at a profit. In fact, 


Pontiac dealers as a whole, made more money during the 


past year than they have since 


1935, with the exception of 


the two peak years of 1940 and 1941. 


We at Pontiac are fully aware of what this accomplishment 
implies and are determined that the help and cooperation 
we have been able to contribute in the past will continue 


through 1943. 
* 


* 


* 


Portiac 


PONTIAC MOTOR DIVISION, GENERAL MOTORS CORPORATION 


Flat $10 Fee for Cars 


Passed in Pa. 

HARRISBURG, Pa. — Over- 
coming minority Democratic op- 
position, the Pennsylvania Sen- 
ate Tuesday passed finally 
House Bill No, 62 providing for 
@ flat annual registration fee of 
$10 for passenger cars, At the 
same session a8 companion mea- 
sure (H. 68) reducing registra- 
tion fees for half-ton pickups 
from $26.50 to $16.50 was also 
approved. 


Gov. Edward Martin has al- 
ready announced he will sign 
both bills, and will probably 
make the measures law before 
the end of the week. 

The Democratic minority at- 
tempted to amend the flat fee 
bill by cutting the present 40- 
cent-per-horsepower fee in half, 
claiming that small car owners 
will not benefit from the $10 
flat fee. 


California and Ohio, and are ex- 
pected in New Mexico. 


Attempts to increase diversion of 
highway funds in some states is 
offset by several proposals for con- 
stitutional amendments to require 
that all special motor vehicle taxes 
be dedicated to highway purposes. 

* * * 


Ind. Bill Would Relieve 


Dealers of Paper Work 

INDIANAPOLIS.—A bill has 
been introduced in the Indiana 
house of representatives which 
would amend the present motor 
vehicle license law to eliminate the 
requirement that a registered auto- 
mobile dealer must report the sale 
of a motor vehicle to the Bureau 
of Motor Vehicles. 


The bill was referred to Judiciary 
B committee and carries an emer- 
gency clause which would put it 
in full force upon its passage and 
signature by the governor. 

* * * 


Wis. Bill Asks License 


For Instalment Sales 

MADISON, Wis.—The Krause 
bill, regulating installment selling 
and buying, has been introduced in 
the state assembly. The measure 
would require merchants selling 
goods on a deferred payment basis 
to pay an annual license fee of $1 
and register every installment con- 
tract with the county register of 
deeds. 


The bill provides that, before 
negotiating a time contract, the 
buyer list with the merchant his 
obligations and chattel mortgages. 

* * 


Ohio Asked to Divert 


Funds to Roads 

COLUMBUS, O.—Reversing the 
practice of diverting highway 
funds to unrelated purposes, gen- 
eral fund revenues will be diverted 
to the Ohio highway department, 
if the state legislature here adopts 
the budget recommendations of 
Gov. John W. Bricker. 

Gov. Bricker proposed that 
$4,000,000 of general funds be di- 
verted to highway uses in 1944 and 
that an additional $6,000,000 be 
made similarly available if general 
fund receipts should exceed budget 
estimates. ‘ 


Md. Gov. Seeks Diversion 


Of $1,400,000 for Guards 

BALTIMORE. — (UTPS) — Plans 
to tap Maryland’s shrinking gas- 
oline tax and motor vehicle rev- 
enues for another $1,400,000 in the 
next two years to pay the specially- 
commissioned guards doing sentry 
duty at the state’s bridges and 
other installations, were disclosed 
last week at Annapolis in Gov. 
O’Connor’s budget. 

These guards are members of a 
separate detachment of the State 
Guard and hold special commis- 
sions issued by Gov. O’Connor as 
“special police officers.” 

+” * * 


Financial Responsibility 

ST. LOUIS.—A bill which would 
deprive Missouri automobile drivers of 
the right to operate their cars if they 
did not pay judgments rendered 
against them as the result of accident 
or injury in which their cars were 
involved, will be introduced in the 
present session of the state legislature. 
Board of governors of the Automobile 
Club of Missouri 
measure. 


has indorsed the 


To feel the pulse of the industry, 
consistent reading of Automotive News 
is a necessity. 


A A * €868.4, 


EXAMINING a newspaper advertisement of Cadillac’s announcement 


M-5 light tank, which the company has been producin 
E. Ahrens, general sales manager; 

business management manager, 
Pabst, San Francisco manager of Don Lee, Inc., Cadillac distri’ 


(left to right) D. 


general manager; J. M. che, 


for some month, are 
. Dreystadt, Cadillag 


an re 
butor. * 


Aimed at Tag Fees, Weights... 
Additional Laws Are Sought 


By Dealers in Penna. 


Special to Automotive News 
HARRISBURG, Pa.—With two 
of its major bills already having 
passed the House of Representa- 
tives and assured of Senate passage 
and final adoption, the Pennsyl- 
vania Automotive Assn, is planning 
additional legislation, it is an- 
nounced by Manager C, S, Klugh. 


Bills already on their way to be- 
come laws are House Bill No. 62, 
providing for a flat $10 passenger 
car registration fee, and House Bill 
No. 63, reducing the half-ton pick- 
up fee from $26 to $16.50. Both have 
passed the House and are virtually 
assured of Senate passage. Gov. 
Edward Martin already has said he 
would sign the bills. 

Klugh has announced that the 
PAA is now preparing the follow- 
ing measures for introduction in 
the General Assembly: 

1, Car Carrier Repealer—Would 
repeal present law which outlaws 
transportation of new motor vehi- 
cles by car carrier, Jan. 1, 1944. 


2. Temporary Tags and Trans- 
fers—Will expedite delivery of 
vehicles to new purchasers by per- 
mitting issuance of a temporary 
tag or marker by dealers, Also per- 


Conn. Also Seeks Cut 


In License Fees 
HARTFORD, Conn.—In _ advo- 
cating a reduction in motor vehicle 
registration and operator’s license 
fees for the duration of the war, 
Robert Morris Trumbull, chairman 
of the Car Owner’s League, com- 
posed of 86,000 Connecticut motor- 
ists, suggested to the State Legis- 
lative Motor Vehicles committee 
here that any loss of revenue to 
the state through such reductions 
be made up by proportionate reduc- 
tions in grants to towns for the 
improvement of dirt roads. 


Morris urged a reduction in the 
present operator’s license fee from 
$3 to $1 a year; and in registra- 
tions, which now range from $7 to 
$11, to from $4 to $8. 


N. C. Bill Would Curb 


Union ‘Malpractices’ 
RALEIGH, N. C.—A number of 
current labor union practices, in- 
cluding the collection of fees from 
employes as a prerequisite to the 
right to work, would be curbed 
under a bill “relating to the avoid- 
ance and settlement of labor dis- 
putes and the promotion of indus- 
trial peace” which has been intro- 
duced in the state legislature here 
by Rep. O. L. Richardson and 


others. 
ok .s * 


Reciprocity Agreements 


Asked in Conn. 

HARTFORD—A bill which 
would allow the State Public Utili- 
ties Commission to enter into 
reciprocity agreements with other 
states, obviating the need for com- 
mercial interstate carriers to ob- 
tain distinguishing license plates, 
has been introduced in the state 
legislature here by Rep. Morgan 
of New London. 

Introduced by Rep. Humphrey 
of Canton is a bill reducing the 
minimum age for motor vehicle 
operator’s license holders from 16 
to 15 years. 


mits issuance of temporary tran 
fer cards by dealers. ' 
3. Dealer Tag Fee Reduction—A 
bill providing a substantial redu 
tion in dealer tag fees, may bé"In- 
troduced during the coming wee 

4. Maximum Weight Increases-4# 
Recommendation that existing 
maximum weights on commercig 
motor vehicles be slightly increases 


Canadian Sales 
Decrease 80% 
During 1942 


MONTREAL. — New passenger... 
car sales in Canada during 1942 
totaled 17,260 units with a rete 
value of $23,803,870, slightly mor 
than one-fifth of the volume for 
1941 when 83,642 units were so 
for $108,923,942, it is announced. by” 
the Dominion Bureau of Statistics 

New car sales in Decembéd 
amounted to 188 units for $259,674;°"" 
5 percent in both number and valug 
of the 3,875 vehicles which sold fom” 
$5,266,692 in December, 1941. 

Sales of 124 new trucks and busg¢ 
for $340,405 were recorded in Dé&¥_= 
cember, a decline of 94 percent in 
number and 89 percent in doll 
value from December, 1941, wher. 
2,214 units sold for $3,022,674. 

Decreases in commercial vehic 
sales in 1942, the Bureau reportec 
amounted to 63 percent in numbe 
and 57 percent in amount, sales d 
12,787 units retailing for $18,466*°" 
607 against 34,431 for $42,944,963 ip 
1941. 


Separate Road Fund 


Sought in Delaware 

DOVER, Del.—A measure pro- 
posing amendment of the sta 
constitution to create a sepa : 
state highway fund, whose reve- 
nues could not be diverted 
unrelated purposes, has been ine« 
troduced in the State legisla 
here by Senate President Pro Te 
Clayton Bunting by request. 

The proposed amendment prgq 
vides that all proceeds from gasé 
line and other motor fuel excisé 
and license taxation, motor vehi 
registration fees, licenses taxes an@ — 
operators fees would be uséd,~ 
under direction of the state hig 
way department solely for con- 
struction, reconstruction, mainte- 
nance and repair of public hig 
ways and bridges. Delaware 
present operates under a single 
state fund, with automotive te 
receipts not specifically dedicated« 
to highway uses. 


State Income Tax Law e 


Wiped Out in W. Va. 
riding Gov. Neely’s veto, a 26 
to 5 vote by the State Senate 
here Feb, 11 wiped West Vir- 
ginia’s personal income tax law 
from the statute books. The 
previous day, the House ha¢ 
voted the repealer over the vetc 
by a vote of 76 to 1%. 

As a result of the final action 
the $2,500,000 levy is no longe 
in effect and West Virginians 
will pay no state tax this year 
on their 1942 incomes, The lav 
was enacted in 19385. 
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Ex-Employes Come to Aid... 
Labor Pact Stabilizes 


Dealer Organization 


PORT ARTHUR, Tex. — Mart 
fay Motors (Oldsmobile) is lo- 
cated here in one of the busiest 
defense areas in the south, where 
everal of the largest oil refineries, 
a synthetic rubber plant under con- 
struction, and four nearby ship- 
ards have caused a_ wholesale 
shifting of employes. 

Like all other Port Arthur auto- 
mobile dealers, May Motors was 
really hard hit. In fact, this large 


Obituaries... 


Peter J. Tillman 

CLEVELAND.—Peter J. Tillman, 67, 
veteran automobile dealer here, died 
at his home Feb. 11. He helped or- 
ize the Miller-Tillman Co. (Ford) 

n 1924, and two years later founded 
Tillman Motors as a Pontiac dealer- 
hip. He had since headed the latter. 


Gustave C. Miller 


BUFFALO.—Gustave C. Miller, 72, 
joneer automobile dealer, died sud- 
enly Feb. 13. Mr. Miller, who had 
been retired from business’ several 
years, entered the automobile business 
n 1906, becoming Cadillac branch 
manager. He sold the first Cadillac in 
Buffalo, and later e sales man- 
ager of the Engel Motor Car Co. 


Lawrence Gotfredson 


DETROIT. — Lawrence Gotfredson, 
retired truck manufacturer, died here 
Feb. 13. Mr. Gotfredson and_ his 
brother, the late Benjamin Gotfredson, 
ounded the old American Auto Trim- 
ming Co., which oa plants in 
Detroit, Cleveland, O., and Walkerville, 
Ont., and the Gotfredson Truck Co., 
Detroit, now operated by his nephew, 
Robert Gotfredson. 


Walter Kidde 


MONTCLAIR, N. J.—Walter Kidde, 
engineer and manufacturer, 65, died 
here Feb. 9. Mr. idde was_ the 
ounder and president of Walter Kidde 
& Co., manufacturer of life-saving and 
re extinguishing apparatus. 


Raymond G. Ellis 


PHILADELPHIA. — Raymond G. 
Ellis, of the advertising department, 
Blectric weerege Battery o., died 
Feb. 14. He had been convalescing 
from an operation. 


dealership has been down to one 
mechanic so many times that when 
two men were working on the 
service line, it almost looked as if 
an army of occupation had taken 
Over. 


May, tired of acting as a 
“spring board” for the various de- 
fense plants, decided to see what 
he could do to combat this migra- 
tion of his shop personnel. 

Using the pamphlet “How to 
Maintain an Adequate War Time 
Service Staff” as a guide, he de- 
veloped a written working agree- 
ment with certain features that 
were suggested, believe it or not, 
by some of his ex-employes who 
had deserted him to go to work in 
the war plants. 


Each of his employes received 
a copy of this agreement (shown 
herewith), and it also was covered 
in detail with each prospective em- 
ploye. May feels that this package 


alone is going a long way towards; 


stabilizing his organization. 


First Butadiene Made 
From Grain Received 


AKRON.—The first butadiene 
made from grain alcohol for pro- 
cessing into synthetic rubber under 
the government program, was re- 
ceived last week at the govern- 
ment’s synthetic rubber plant being 
operated by Firestone Tire & Rub- 
ber Co. The material was shipped 
by tank truck from West Virginia, 
and is now being made into rubber. 


It takes approximately one bushel 
of grain to produce five gallons of 
alcohol. From these five gallons of 
alcohol there are obtained about 
11 pounds of butadiene. This 
amount of butadiene when pro- 
cessed with other chemicals will 
yield about 13 pounds of synthetic 
rubber. 


‘Agreement’ That Saved 
The Day for May 


SALARY. Guaranteed wage with no layoffs on account of the 
weather or material shortages—as compared to big plant 


practices. 


2 


up to Jan. 1 each year. 


BONUS amounting to 2 percent of total continuous earnings 


INSURANCE. Metropolitan Life Group in the amount of 
$2,000 on the life of each employe WITHOUT CHARGE 


TO THE EMPLOYE. 


Leisure time. Working hours are 8:15 a.m. to 5:45 p.m. six 
days a week with alternate Saturday afternoons off. 

More freedom at work. No red tape. More personal liberties. 
Telephone privileges at all times. Smoking permitted. Coffee 


drinking, etc. 


Ideal working conditions. Good light. Good air. Congenial 


supervision and associates. 


public. 


Interesting contacts with the 


Patriotic work. Classified by the U. S. government as one of 


the 34 essential industries. 


8 


Cooperation between supervisor and employe makes possible 
in most cases, the choice of job, to the end that each in- 


dividual is privileged to work on the job he likes and can 
perform most efficiently, because the work is more profitable 
both to employe and employer under such a system. 


9 
10 


Type of work permanent. 


No deductions from pay due to accidental loss of or damage 
to tools and equipment furnished by the employer. 


Now and AFTER THE WAR 


shortages of skilled mechanics, particularly AUTOMOBILE 


MECHANICS will more likely prevail than shortages in 
other specialized skills such as welding, shipwork, etc., for 
which workers are being trained by the thousands by in- 


dustry as well as the armed services, 


emergency. 


Would Form Association 


Of All Salesmen 


NEW YORK.—Initiation of a 
movement for organization of a 
national association of salesmen 
for manufacturers and wholesalers, 
representing all industries, was 
disclosed here by Myer Cohn, presi- 
dent of the National Wholesale 
Furniture Salesmen’s Assn., who 
said the purpose of such a group 
would be to help manufacturers 
maintain their markets and in- 
crease their war work as well as 
to keep employment of its mem- 


strictly for the 


bers at as high a level as possible. 


Cohn said several salesmen’s or- 
ganizations, already informally 
sounded out on the idea, had re- 
acted favorably and that other 
groups were being queried to de- 
termine the possibilities of suc- 
cess for the proposal. 


Col. Simpson to Detroit 


DETROIT.—Lieut. Col. C. P. Simp- 
son, former — sales manager of 
Pontiac and later a dealer in Texas, 
has been transferred to Detroit to an 
Ordnance department. 


FOR EXCELLENCE 


The Army-Navy “E” award for outstanding achievement 
in war production has been presented to us in our 106th 
year of continuous operation. 


Four wars have come and gone since the establishment 
of our business in the year 1837; and today, during the 
present world-wide conflict, we are producing essential 
material for the armed forces of the United States. 


Over a century ago, we were making “BRIDGEPORT” 
fabrics for horse-drawn vehicles. Then, with the coming of 
the automobile, car and body builders naturally turned to 
us for interior trim and upholstery material. 


War Expenditures 
By U. S. Increase 


e 
2% in January 

WASHINGTON. — War expendi- 
tures by the United States govern- 
ment totaled $6,254,000,000 in Janu- 
ary. This was $129,000,000, or 2.1 
percent, higher than in December 
and 185 percent greater than in 
January, 1942, according to the 
Owl. 

The average daily rate of ex- 
penditure in January was $240,500,- 
000, compared with $235,600,000 in 
December. The daily rate is based 
on the 26 days in January and 
December on which checks were 
cleared by the Treasury. In Janu- 
ary, 1942, $81,200,000 were spent 
daily for war purposes. 

The figures cover expenditures 
both by the Treasury and the RFC. 


3 Kelsey-Hayes 
Plants Get ‘E’ 


DETROIT.—Two Detroit plants 
of Kelsey-Hayes Wheel Co. and its 
plant at Jackson, Mich. were 
awarded the Army-Navy E flag 
last week at ceremonies attended 
by company officials and union 
representatives. 

The Kelsey-Hayes plant at Plym- 
outh, Mich., received its E flag 
Aug. 17, 1942. 


The Army was represented by 
Lieut.-Col. Norman Atkins and the 
Navy by Commander Robert Velz. 
The company was represented by 
George W. Kennedy, president, and 
Perry Williams and J. A. Sweeney, 
vice-presidents. 


Mich. Plant Loses ‘E’ 


Because of Strikes 


PORT HURON, Mich. — The 
Army-Navy “E” production pen- 
nant, awarded the Mueller Brass 
Co. and its employes last July has 
been withdrawn, due to “sitdown 
strikes” involving production work- 
ers in three departments last De- 
cember. 


Our past experience in producing fine quality items for 
the automotive industry and delivering them on schedule, 


is now being applied even more intensively to the produc- 


of our men and women employees. 


BRIDGEPORT FABRICS, INC. 


. CONNECTICUT 


BRIDGEPORT, . 


tion of webbings vitally needed by the armed forces. 


As one of the oldest manufacturers of narrow woven fabrics 
in America, we proudly fly the Army-Navy “E” over the 
Bridgeport Plants. . . . 


A tribute to the splendid achievement and tireless efforts 
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Sales Soar 


In San Antonio Area 


SAN ANTONIO.—Used car sales 
for January, as reported by the 
dealer-members of the San Antonio 
Automobile Trade Assn., showed a 
surprising gain over those for the 
preceding month, being nearly 
double, with better prices, and gen- 
erally better conditions, The re- 
port follows: 

There were 554 cars on hand at 
the start of the month, with Janu- 
ary sales totaling 288 units for a 
unit turnover of 52 percent as com- 
pared with 31 percent for Decem- 


Headden to Supervise 


Esso Fuels Section 

NEW YORK.—William P. Head- 
den has been named supervisor of 
the fuels and lubrications section 
of the Engineering division of Esso 
Marketers. 

Headden has been in the Engi- 
neering division of the company 
for 14 years. Charles W. Bohmer 
jr.. has been appointed assistant 
supervisor of the fuels and lubri- 
cants section. 
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ber; a total value of $159,069, a 
turnover value of 70 percent 
against 34 percent for December, 
and an average value of $552 
against $462. 

There were 505 cars on hand at 
the end of the month, having a 
total value of $196,681, and an aver- 
age value of $389 as compared with 
$409 for December. 

Comparative records show that 
there were 173 cars sold during 
December for a unit turnover of 
31 percent, a total value of $79,908, 
a turnover value of 34 percent, and 
an average of $462. There were 554 
cars on hand at the end of the 
month, having a total value of 
$226,513, and an average value of 
$409. 

In January, 1942, there were 577 
ears sold for a unit turnover of 51 
percent, a total value of $304,276, a 
turnover value of 65 percent, and 
an average value of $527. There 
were 1,096 cars or hand at the end 
of the month having a total value 
of $398,541, and an average value 
of $364. 


com 
hen 


Tire Tests Relaxed 


In Vancouver 

VANCOUVER, B. C.—Not one 
Vancouver car has been rejected 
and ordered off the road due 
alone to dangerously worn tires, 
according to Staff Sergt. Harry 
Gray of the motor vehicle in- 
spection station. He said a few 
cars with poor tires could not 
pass the tests, but these were 
rejected because they also had 
numerous other ailments, chief 
of which were poor lights and 
brakes. 

Realizing with what the ordi- 
nary motorist is faced in obtain- 
ing new tires or even retreads 
and recaps, Sergt. Gray says the 
tests for tires have been consid- 
erably relaxed in the past few 
months. Station examiners will 
not reject a car now due to bad 
tires unless they are sure any 
tire or tires on the car are 
ready to blow out. 

Sergt. Gray mentioned that 37 
percent of the cars inspected 
and approved last year had de- 
fects causing excessive and un- 
necessary tire wear. These de- 
fects were faulty wheel align- 
ment, faulty steering and poor 
brakes. 


How the Quality and Popularity of MOBILOIL 
Can Help Increase Your Service Business! 


HE SECRET is double: Today’s 

worried motorists are seeking 
quality above all else. You must have 
lubricants they trust completely! 

And, second, you need a plan which 
enables you to sell scientifically — 
helps your employees feed business 


from one department to the other! 

Socony-Vacuum offers you both: 
Mobiloil, recognized by millions as 
the world’s quality oil, and “‘Modern 
Service Methods,” an exclusive plan 
that really builds business. Get com- 
plete details. 


Write to Car Dealer Division, Socony-Vacuum Oil Co., Inc., 26 B’way, N. Y. C. 


SOCONY-VACUUM’S 


MODERN 
SERVICE 
METHODS 


HELP YOU! 


Sales training courses for 
your entire staff! 


Experts help analyze your mar- 
ket — determine potential. 


Specialists study your shop 
layout— offer sound advice. 


Cites Wartime Needs... 


ene 
USED CARS—SERVICE 
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N.J. Urged to Continue” 
Annual Car Tests 


Special to Automotive News 

TRENTON, N. J.—Asserting that 
it would be “highly ill-advised” to 
discontinue New Jersey’s annual 
motor vehicle inspection program 
for the duration of the war, State 
Motor Vehicle Commissioner Ar- 
thur W. Magee declared here last 
week that the tests are vital to the 
war conservation program and 
definitely in line with the federal 
policy of requiring periodic in- 
spection of all tires. 

Concerning suggestions that the 
inspections be dropped until after 
the war because of tire and gaso- 
line rationing and the marked 
drop in use of cars, Magee ex- 
pressed belief that such views come 
from persons “who do not realize” 
the wartime need for the tests. 

Magee said expansion of the 
testing program and indorsement 
of New Jersey’s system has been 
given in a wartime highway traf- 


The Secret of Wartime 


fic program indorsed by 28 a 
tional organizations. Presidént 
Roosevelt, Rubber Director Jef- 
fers, ODT Director Eastman ‘and 
Federal Road Administrator Mc- 
Donald. 

“It would be like going back’té 
horse and buggy days to drop in- 
spection now,” Magee said. “The 
driver and car owner may “*fi0 
know it, but the 50 cents a year 
he now is spending for inspectiong 
is one of his best investments. 

New Jersey inspections, origin- 
ally required twice a year, now are 
compulsory only once a year. s 
was a wartime change effected last 
year. a 

Owners “just won't voluntarily 
keep their cars in preper shape, ac- 
cording to Magee. By the state’s in 
sistence, brakes must be in order, 
wheels kept in alignment, steering 
apparatus in order and lights prop 
erly adjusted. Through this pro- 
gram, Magee said, manpower life 
is being saved, wear on tires« 
reduced and cars will be kept in 
good driving shape if they remai 
on the road despite the ban on p 
chases of new ones and the increas- 
ing problem of getting replacement 
parts. 

During the five years since in- 
spection began in New Jersey, 
Magee said, there have been 1,- 
750,225 car rejections because 
wheels were out of line, brakes 
were faulty or steering devices 
were bad. 

“All those cars were wearing out 


more rubber than they should and 


would have gotten steadily worse 
had we not insisted they be ad-- 
justed,” he declared. “There’s fre- 
quently only a split second of time 
that makes the difference between 
killing a man and missing him, and 
that factor is measurably improved 
when brakes are good.” ne 
Traffic deaths in New Jersey 
have been 1,653 fewer in the las 
five years, compared with the 
previous corresponding period. Ma- 
gee said national safety authoritie 


agree it is mainly attributable to” 


the state’s inspections. There were 


fewer cars on the road during the. 


earlier period and except for the 


rationing period, less gasoline was 
used. 


OPA Approves 
Rise in Charges 


By Small Shops 


WASHINGTON.—Acting to re- 
move a serious threat to continu- 
ance of the essential supply o 
farm equipment and automotive 
repair services, OPA has author- 
ized upward adjustment of maxi 
mum charges which may be made 
for these services by small oper- 
ators. 

Suppliers of these services wh6é™ 
have been exempted from National 
War Labor Board orders and who 
employ not more than a total of 
eight persons in their entire estab 
lishment, may redetermine their 
maximum charges on a customer’s 
hourly rate basis by adding an 
increase in labor cost since March,... 
1942, to one of the following: 

(1) Their highest March cus 
tomer’s hourly rate or (2) a cus- 
tomer’s hourly rate determined by, 
doubling the average basic wage 
rate paid by them at the end of» 
March, or (3) by adding 60 cents 
to that basic wage rate. 

The limitation to suppliers whé 
employ a total of not more the 
eight persons was made because 
those suppliers, for the most part, 
are exempt from War Labor Board 


_| orders. 


THE MARK OF QUALITY 
MOTORISTS ARE LOOKING FOR 


Hard-hitting promotion mae 
terial is available to you! 


Shops Busy 


In Twin Cities 


MINNEAPOLIS.—(UTPS)—From 
the assertions of automobile deal-, 
ers in the Twin Cities, there is an 
optimistic trend noticeable in the 
area. Twenty-five percent of the 
car users who applied have been 
granted B gas cards. 

Dealer service departments are 
operating at half-mast as to per- 
sonnel, and are busy to a greater 
than customary degree. 





More 

Serving notice he does not in- 
tend to abandon Victory, contro- 
ersial picture magazine of OWI, 
Elmer Davis last week announced 
plans for a second publication for 
a ee 


Patterned after Reader’s Di- 
gest, the new publication will 
reprint condensed articles from 
American magazines, and will be 
edited by Oscar Distel, formerly 
of Coronet. 

Denying that Victory (in which 
advertisers are “allowed” to buy 
full-page ads for $3,000) is slanted 
to favor President Roosevelt po- 
litically, Davis acknowledged that 
the first issue contained a reference 
to Roosevelt’s political opponents 
as “reactionary” but said the “un- 
fortunate incident” would not re- 
cur, according to the Associated 
Press. 


Heads 


Griswold-Eshleman Co., Cleve- 
land, announces the appointment of 
James D. Kysor, former Detroit 

advertising execu- 
tive, as manager 
of its research 
and media _ de- 
partment. 

Kysor in 1915 
joined the adver- 
tising staff at 

a Paige-Detroit Mo- 
"i, tor Car Co. He 
ei spent several 

, 2 a years with the 

2 i Chrysler Corp. as 
assistant to the 

nat advertising man- 
ager, and has held posts with 
MacManus, Inc., and Campbell- 
Ewald Co. 


Deputy 

Lou Maxon, head of Maxon, 
Inc. (Ford, Lincoln, Mercury), 
last week assumed new duties as 
OPA’s deputy administrator in 
charge of information. He had 
been drafted by Prentiss Brown, 
new OPA chief, to serve with- 
out pay. 

Maxon declared that all future 
rationing programs will be sold 
to the American public without 
the use of “commando tactics.” 


Roadside 


Roadside advertising would be 
restricted under a state roadside 
oning bill which has been intro- 
duced in the Pennsylvania legisla- 
ture by Rep. Edwin Winner, Mont- 
gomery Republican. The measure 
would provide for the defining of 
boundaries of highway protective 
strips along state highways and the 
Pennsylvania Turnpike, outside 
cities and boroughs, by a State 
Roadside Zoning Commission. 
Similar to a bill which failed to 
pass in the 1941 session of the 
Pennsylvania legislature, the new 
measure is backed by the Penn- 
sylvania Roadside Council, the 
Farm Bureau Federation and the 
Republican Women’s Council of 
Pennsylvania. 


Centennial 

Michigan Farmer, founded in 
1843, will celebrate its 100th birth- 
day by’ issuing a Centennial Num- 
ber this spring. 

First forms close March 15, and 
issue will be published shortly 
thereafter. 


Graveyards 

“The graveyards of business 
are plentifully loaded with the 
dead bones of once great enter- 
prises that for various specious 
reasons thought they had become 
so big and well-known that they 
no longer needed to advertise,” 
declares Motor and Equipment 
Manufacturers Assn. 

“Hence it is good to scan the 
numerous automotive industry 
trade publications and note the 
number of manufacturers who, 
despite their present occupation 
with war production while their 
civilian trade necessarily is 
dwindling, or in some instances 
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»-—the 4th Dimension 


Another Federal Journal; 


Lou Maxon to OPA 
By Pete Wemhoff 


is non-existent, nevertheless far- 
sightedly keep their names and 
products before their public. 


Named 

Joe Brown, sales manager of 
Grizzly Mfg. Co. Paulding, O., 
manufacturer of moulded brake 
lining, announces the appointment 
of Behel and Waldie and Briggs, 
Chicago, to direct advertising. 


Postwar Radio 


A research project designed to 
assist business in the postwar use 
of radio advertising, will be 
launched soon at the Harvard 
Business School, according to Dr. 
Melvin T. Copeland, director of re- 
search at the school. 

The survey will be conducted by 


Prof. Charles H. Sandage, visiting 
professor of business research at 
the school and head of the 1935 
Bureau of Census’ investigation of 
radio broadcasting. The project will 
study the experiences of local users 
of radio advertising in all sections 
of the country, and hopes to define 
the role that advertising will pay 
in the marketing of peacetime pro- 
jects. 


Flicker 

Over 1,800 New York advertising 
men attended a luncheon preview 
showing of the Russian film, “One 
Day of War,” as guests of the 
Time, Life and Fortune advertising 
departments last week. 

“One Day of War,” much of it 
taken from the cameras of dead 
men, cost the lives of 30 of the 160 
Official cameramen of the Soviet 
army and navy assigned to gather 
its material. “One Day of War” is 
being released in the U. S. by 20th 
Century Fox for the March of 
Time. 


Full-Time 

Chester J. LaRoche, board 
chairman of Young & Rubicam, 
Inc., has been named fulltime 
operating head of the Advertis- 


Two years before Pearl Harbor, a lot 
of far-seeing Americans knew what 
was going on. For one thing, they 
knew about synthetic rubber. They 
felt that America ought to start a real 
program for making it. So hundreds 
of them bought B. F. Goodrich Silver- 
town Tires in which more than half 
of the rubber was Ameripol, the B. F. 
Goodrich synthetic. These were the 
first tires made with synthetic rubber 
ever sold to American car owners. 
Hundreds of leading companies and 
private citizens bought them and tested 
them on all kinds of roads. And these 
new tires passed the test! The Borden 
Company was one of many reporting 
more than 30,000 miles of wear! 


Today another test is going on. In 
service with our armed forces synthetic 
rubber is meeting tests that peacetime 
could never provide. Because of the 
“know how” gained before the war, 
B. F. Goodrich is producing synthetic 
rubber goods today that more than 
overtake the Axis’ 20-year head start. 
Tires now built with less than one 
pound of natural rubber, tank treads, 
airplane De-Icers, bullet-sealing fuel 
tanks, and hose are just a few uses for 
America’s new man-made rubber. But 
remember this, please: there still isn’t 
enough. So the Army and Navy are 
saving rubber, just as you are! 


After victory, your new car may 
have tires made wholly or partially of 
synthetic rubber. That’s why you'll 
want to remember this: Before our 
country went to war, B. F. Goodrich 
was the only company to offer tires 
made with synthetic rubber to the gen- 
eral public. Naturally we’ve more ex- 
perience building tires with it than 
anyone else. Naturally, too, we’ve had 
more experience testing these tires 
under actual operating conditions. So 
we can promise you that our after-the- 
war tires will be tops in mileage and 
safety. The name B. F. Goodrich, which 
has always stood for “First in Rubber,” 
has also taken on the important new 
meaning of “First in Synthetic Rubber.” 


ing Council, volunteer organiza- 
tion established to assist the 
Office of War Information and 
other government departments 
in developing war campaigns. 

LaRoche, who was one of the 
founders of the council a year 
ago, has been its chairman while 
continuing his association with 
Young & Rubicam. He has taken 
a leave of absence to assume his 
new duties. 


Cut Notes 


Faced with newsprint cut, De- 
troit newspapers are working out 
a boost in adrates to compensate 
for reduced space. 


Meanwhile, Time magazine is 
discontinuing its regular edition to 
Canada and to schools. Will sub- 
stitute Canadian Export edition, 
printed on lightweight paper, and 
a lightweight wartime edition for 
schools. 


Elected 


Frank T. Hopkins has been re- 
elected president of National Out- 
door Advertising Bureau, Inc., and 
Pierson A. Skelton has been named 
senior vice-president and general 
manager. 
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Circulation 

Life announces that the govern- 
ment’s 10 percent cut from 1942 
proved to be a 30 percent cut from 
its rate of paper consumption in 
the last quarter of 1942. In order 
to meet the cut, Life has had to 
reduce its circulation as well as 
limit advertising. 

Starting with 4,200,000 print or- 
der at the end of the year, Life’s 
print order has been gradually re- 
duced to 3,700,000. This reduction 
is coming out of newsstands sales, 
and as Life’s newsstand returns 
have averaged only 1 percent, this 
is practically a reduction of net 
paid circulation, according to 
Thomas Ward, advertising man- 
ager. 


Upped 

Harry M. Coleman, publicity di- 
rector for MacFarland, Aveyard & 
Co. for the last four years, has 
been apoointed vice-president in 
charge of public relations. 

In new job, Coleman will con- 
tinue to direct publicity activities, 
but will also have executive con- 
trol of the agency’s. publicity- 


public relations department and 
will take an active part in the 
formulation of all public relations. 
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Impairing Wartime Hauling... Or Postwar Strangulation? ~ 


FTER letting the “doggie” lie dormant for Feeling that this last truck-operation ham- 
nearly three months, the rails evidently 


stringing was gathering momentum an 
are attempting again to hamstring the over- getting serious, the Cleveland Shippers Ad- 
road truck haulers by getting ODT to issue visory Committee of ODT on Jan. 15 voiced 
an order limiting truck hauls to 250 miles, 


; : cas unanimous opposition to any such limiting 
according to an Associated Press prediction. order and gave 15 basic reasons why such an.- 
We thought that any such attempt had 


i : oat : ; order would produce confusion and have a 

aa Sanaa Chokes ‘ha te oo eee tendency to weaken and disrupt the present 
spo on Corps Traffic Con ' i i 

had issued his warning that the War depart- efficiency of transportation and would not 


ment would “declare all common carriers in conserve equipment. ii . ~ 
interstate transportation in the service of the Is this an attempt to impair our wartime 


War department and immediately remove movement of freight? Or is it designed to. 
them from the influence or the control of any 


DOB ey ac ye: De Bs i LS 


other agency” unless trucks were left free 
from distance regulation. 

That the original attempt to limit truck 
haul radius was first instigated by the rails 
is evidenced in a letter written by A. F. Cleve- 
land, vice-president of the Assn. of American 
Railroads, to an official of ODT on Oct. 23, 
1942. Cleveland attached to the letter a pro- 
posal to limit truck hauls to 250 miles and said 
this proposal is “an effort on the part of the 
committee to follow the principles which the 
railroads generally had endorsed in connection 
Oo -— 3 attached to my letter to you 
of Oct. 5.” 
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set a precedent for postwar regulation? 


A Regular Monthly section for the men who make, 
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Buses and Commercial Vehicles. 


America’s 5,000,000 


ODT to Enforce Full-Load Regulation: 


Repair Parts Promised 


If Operators Comply 


Delay in Unloading Bottoms Tieing Up Essential 
Truck Haul Equipment, Says Operations Chief; 
Auto War Factories Among Major Offenders 


CLEVELAND.—Over-road truckers can look forward 
to a substantial increase in the production of replacement-~ 
parts before the end of the year to relieve the presen 
critical situation, if they do everything possible to conserve 
the parts and rubber now on their trucks, is the hope held 
out by Ellis T. Longenecker, chief of operations, PropertyS 
Carriers, ODT, who addressed truck operators and regional 


Truckin’ 


Service E 
Paging Joe 
Wet Tip 


By 
Jack Weed 


NUMBER of truck manufac- 

turers are making their most 
important civilian wartime job that 
of making certain that their 
dealers have the parts and equip- 
ment to do an efficient job of keep- 
ing the trucks rolling. Judging 
from reports that come to my 
desk from different parts of the 
country, these factory executives 
who devote a large part of their 
time to this endeavor should get 
an “E” award if they are success- 
ful in keeping their dealers on 
their toes and alert to the respon- 
sibility that rests on the service 
shops of America—and are able to 
keep them supplied with parts. In 
the Detroit and Buffalo areas, as 
high as one out of every four high- 
way hauler’s trucks are on the 
dead line due to the lack of a 
part or a functional unit. 


Last week in Cleveland, an op- 
erator told me that he had two 
bottoms that he did not dare put 
on the road because he couldn’t 
get parts for the windshield wipers. 
About a year ago when Joe Weiner, 
now chief of -the Office of Civilian 
Supply, was in Detroit, he made a 
statement to a group of us that I 
would like to throw back in his 
lap. He said: “It is unthinkable 
that this country or any govern- 
mental agency would ever let an 
essential truck stand idle for the 
want of a five-dollar part.” 

.: = = 


JOE, SHE has happened—and 
you are now the chief of the 
bureaucracy now charged with the 
duty of seeing that sufficient ma- 
terial is given the parts manufac- 
turers so that they can keep those 
essential trucks off the dead line. 
If you don’t do a better job of 
directing the materials allocation 
division of WPB to release ma- 
terial to our parts manufacturers, 
than has been done in the past six 
months, there just won’t be any 
jobs for the boys in the automotive 
section of ODT or for thousands 
of truck drivers and operators. 

It isn’t always the axle shafts or 
pinion gears that lay trucks up— 


(See TRUCKIN’, Page 24, Col. 1) 


Increased Burden 
Faces Dwindling 


Truck Equipment 


Eastman Hints More 
Vehicle May Come Off 
Tire Eligibility List 


NEW YORK.—A warning 
that the current acute short- 
age of truck transportation 
‘is more likely to become 


worse before the year is over” 

was voiced by ODT Director Joseph 
B. Eastman in an address during 
the two-day eighth regional con- 
ference on highway and motor 
vehicle problems last week at the 
Hotel Roosevelt here. 


Eastman also hinted there is a 
possibility that some additional 
classes of trucks, now eligible for 
tires under the rationing program, 
will have to be crossed off the pre- 
ferred list, since the current sup- 
ply of tires is insufficient to meet 
all demands. 


There are 200,000 fewer trucks 
in the United States today than 
there were a year ago, and many of 
those remaining are “living en 
borrowed time,” Eastman said, add- 
ing that the present shortage of 
competent drivers and mechanics 
is almost as serious as the short- 
age of rubber and repair parts. 

American motor truck opera- 
tors “as a group are entitled to 
quite as much praise” for their 
fine performance in the present 
emergency as has been accorded 
to the nation’s railroads, the ODT 
chief further told the more than 
100 state officials and representa- 
tives of transportation companies 
attending the conference. 

Fourteen states were represented 
at the conclave, which was called 
by the New York State Joint Leg- 
islative committee and the Council 
of State Governments. 

Pointing out that construction 
of new industrial plants and 
housing projects has thrown an 
increased traffic burden upon 
local transit service be with- 
drawn if it meets only the test 
ef public convenience, and not 
the test of public necessity. Re- 
duction of such services may be 
ordered either by local authori- 
ties or the ODT, he said, 

“My office has in certain cities 
undertaken to deal directly with 
this matter, and further action of 

(Continued on Page 23, Col. 4) 
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Govt. Subsidies to Rails 


Still Going On 

RALEIGH, N. C.—An illustra- 
tion that the days of govern- 
ment subsidies to rail carriers 
have not ended developed here 
last week as the state legisla- 
ture, in accordance with a 
recommendation from Gov. 
Broughton, named an _ investi- 
gating committee to consider 
the financial problems confront- 
ing the Atlantic and North 
Carolina Railroad, now in de- 
fault. 

“Federal authorities have in- 
dicated that, if the Atlantic and 
North Carolina Railroad Co. 
can provide as much as $200,000 
of the cost of this construction, 
the balance, or $435,000, or such 
sum in addition thereto as may 
be required, will be provided by 
way of a grant to the railroad 
company, to be taken care of 
in part by such concessions as 
may, be made in rates on gov- 
ernment-hauled freight,” the 
governor said. 


OPA Promises 
Truckers Help 
On Tires, Gas 


NEWARK, N. J.— Everything 
possible will be done to guarantee 
tires and gasoline to essential truck 
operators carrying essential mer- 
chandise, it was promised here by 
Dr. Charles F, Phillips, OPA auto- 
motive supply rationing division 
director, in addressing one of the 
sessions of an all-day program 
sponsored by the New Jersey Mo- 
tor Truck Assn. at the Robert 
Treat hotel. 

Phillips warned, however, there 
would be no relaxation in gasoline 
and tire regulations. He described 
the rubber situation as “tight” and 
declared the gasoline situation in 
the summer will be as serious as 
it is now. 


directors of ODT at a five- 
state meeting here last week. 


In order to merit full con- 
sideration by the War Production 
Board, however, truckers must 
take steps immediately to eliminate 
the wasteful practice of running 
trucks empty on any run, he 
warned. They also must take full 
advantage of the joint information 
centers to prevent duplicate part- 
load hauls by two or more opera- 
tors running over identical routes. 

With the scarcity of replace- 
ment parts becoming extremely 
serious, along with a progressive- 
ly critical rubber problem, Longe- 
necker told the operators that 
the government is determined to 
take strenuous measures to in- 
force those regulations that will 
tend to save as much transporta- 
tion mileage as possible in the 
trucks left on the road. 

Operators were told to report to 
ODT any manufacturer or shipper 
that holds up unloading of bot- 
toms for any unreasonable time. 
He said that it was known to ODT 
that some shippers had refused to 
unload bottoms for as long as 24 
days. This was an extreme case, he 
admitted, but noted that a truck 
that held at the consignee’s dock 

(Continued on Page 23, Col. 1) 


ODT Warns Used Trucks 
May Be Rationed Soon 


NEWARK.—Used trucks and 
other commercial motor vehicles 
may have to be rationed in the 
near future to assure proper utiliza- 
tion of existing equipment, H. 
Richard Stickel, executive assistant 
to the Director of the Division of 
Motor Transport, ODT, said here 
last week. 

If used equipment is rationed, it 
will be to “prevent present profi- 
teering practices” and to assure a 
fair distribution of commercial 
vehicles on a basis of actual needs, 
Stickel told members of the New 
Jersey Motor Truck Assn. in the 
Robert Treat hotel. 


“Those of you who have en- 
countered profiteers who were ask- 
ing from 10 to 50 percent more for 
a used truck than it brought new, 
should readily appreciate the value 
of rationing,” Stickel told the 
truckmen. “For along with ration- 
ing would come ceiling prices.” 

“Ceiling prices would insure you 
against paying an unfairly high 
cost for your equipment, just as 
the rationing procedure would in- 
sure you against an unfair distri- 
bution of trucks. 

“We hope shortly also to offer 
you relief from this situation 

(Continued on Page 24, Col. 3) 


Weight Limits 7 


Waste 16% of {| 
Mileage in Mo. 


ST. LOUIS.—Missouri truckload 
weight limitations laws are result- 
ing in the wastage of thousands of 
truck miles each day, it was shown 
in a road survey just completed by 
the St. Louis office of ODT, accord- 
ing to A. D. Mason, director of the 
division of motor transport. 

He estimates that 25,000 miles 
per day are wasted by every group 
of 500 trucks which passed the 
point where the survey was madd 


at the junction of Highways 66 and...» 


50 in Franklin County. The survey 
also proved that about 50 percent 
of the trucks entering St. Louis 
from the west were only partially, 
loaded and could not show evi 
dence that they attempted to get 
more freight from other carriers 
or from the joint information of- 
fices organized to issue clearance™ 
if no freight is available to the 
carrier’s destination. 


Names of carriers whose trucks 
are not complying with regula 


tions have been referred to the 


ODT office for further investiga- 
tion. 


“Our survey showed,” Mason de- 
clared, “that one out of every six 
truck trips in Missouri would be~ 
eliminated, if the state laws recog- 
nized a higher axle weight limita 
tion equivalent to that allowable 
by ODT, which is in accordance 
with tire-carrying ability. Since 
truck equipment is becoming 
scarcer all the time, the only way, 
to conserve it and eliminate wasted 
mileage is to get maximum usage 
of all available equipment.” 


School Bus Parts 


HARRISBURG, Pa.—A_ resolution 
adopted here by the Pennsylvania 
State School ivesters Assn. urges the 
federal government to grant priorities 
on replacement of parts and repair 
service to school buses and to give 
more discretion to rationing boards in 
alloting gasoline and tires for school- 
bus operation. 
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Air Pressure for Truck Tires 


Service to Conserve 


Demanded by ODT 


WASHINGTON. — Unless proper 
maintenance provisions are made, 
trucks or other commercial motor 

ehicles taken temporarily out of 
service will suffer from deteriora- 
ion and damage that will make 
heir rehabilitation difficult and, in 
some cases, impossible, ODT warns. 

ODT outlined a specific program 
or the proper maintenance of idle 
trucks. 


Although there is a scarcity of 
rucks, a number are temporarily 
put of service in some sections, the 
DDT pointed out, because of mile- 
age curtailment and other war- 

me readjustments, the drafting 
bf truck operators into the Army 
and the loss of some operators to 
var plants. Some school buses are 
dle for the same reasons, ODT 
added. 


ODT emphasized the need for 
careful maintenance of this idle 
equipment until such time as it 

placed into useful war work. 
Reports have been received by the 
ODT that idle equipment has, in 
many cases, been left out-of-doors 
and neglected. 

If the vehicle is to be run oc- 
casionally, wheels and tires should 
not be removed. Fuel and water 

so may be left in, with precau- 
tions against freezing. 


The suggestions outlined below 
are for trucks in dead storage: 

1. Body Paint—(a) Store trucks 
n a clean, dry place, roofed, free 
rom water leaks, lime from white 
wash, and sunlight; (b) Cover 

cks with either paper or cloth 
covers. 

2. Tires—(a) Trucks should be 
acked up so that tires will be clear 
of the floor; (b) Keep inflated to 
slightly above operating pressure; 
c) Remove wheels and tires and 
store in a cool, dark place; (d) 
Pack horizontally, not vertically. 

3. Bright Work—(a) Cover with 
a coat of light oil, vaseline, or cup 
prease; (b) Close all windows to 
prevent dirt and dust from enter- 
ing cab. 

5. Batteries—(a) Remove batter- 
es from vehicle to facilitate serv- 
icing; (b) Check gravity every six 
weeks in cold weather, every three 
weeks in hot weather; (c) Re- 

harge every six weeks to gravity 
eading of 1.280 or above. In no 
case allow gravities to fall below 

.220 (gravities given are correct 
at 60 degrees F.; (d) Keep correct 
water level at each inspection. 

6. Radiator—(a) Drain to prevent 


freezing and rust; (b) Be sure all 
water drains from the entire cool- 
ing system. 

7. Engine and Gasoline System— 
(a) Drain all gasoline from tank; 
(b) Run engine until carburetor 
and fuel pump or vacuum tank 
are empty; (c) Be sure carburetor 
is drained, otherwise gum will form 
as the gasoline evaporates; (d) 
Remove spark plugs and inject into 
every cylinder one-half ounce of 
lard oil. Rotate engine to leave a 
coating of oil on cylinder walls and 
replace spark plugs. 

8. Clutch—(a) Disengage clutch 
and place block of wood beneath 
clutch pedal and the underside of 
the floor board. The block should 
be large enough to hold the clutch 
disengaged. 

9. Rear Axle, Transmission, and 
Engine Oil—(a) Do not remove. 

10—Hand Brake—(a) Leave in 
a release position. 


DEFLECT-O-GAUGE, announced by 
General Tire Co., enables truck oper- 
ators to carry correct air pressures 
regardless of whether hauling over or 
under load. Tires are designed to 
deflect 12.8 percent under proper infla- 
tion for load and this device measures 
deflection of tire when truck is loaded. 
Operators are advised to take unde- 
flected reading at top of tire when 
fender clearance permits. 


Oo. 


‘“‘Dealers Tell Me,’’ by John 
the 


Munn, is an open forum for 
expression of dealers’ opinions. 
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Decided by New Device 


AKRON.--Said by tire engineers 
to be one of the most important 
developments in the conservation 
of truck tires, a measuring device 
to determine the proper amount of 
air pressure to be carried in truck 
tires under varying conditions, was 
announced last week by General 
Tire and Rubber Co. 

Known as the Deflect-O-Gauge, 
the device enables a truck oOper- 
ator to change the inflation in his 
tires to fit the conditions under 
which his truck is being driven. It 
is the first instrument in the long 
history of the tire industry which 
accurately measures the amount of 
air needed no matter what the load, 
it is claimed. 

Because of the importance of the 
Defiect -O-Gauge to the rubber- 
saving program, permission to 
build the instruments has been 
granted by the War Production 
Board. 

“Although the tire industry has 
advised truckers as to the amount 
of air to be carried under overload 
and underload, there has been no 


fig ik ag ee 
eee Se Pee. eT RE SEO 


way to scientifically measure the 
amount of air needed,’ General 
Tire said. “The practice has been 
to add 20 percent to the recom- 
mended pressure for a _ capacity 
load if that load has been increased 
20 percent. 

“Tires are engineered to deflect 
12.8 percent under rated capacity 
loading. By this is meant that 
there is less wear on a tire with 
that deflection than with any other. 
If there is greater deflection the 
tire spreads out, the fabric side- 
wall ultimately breaks down and 
the life of the tire is materially 
reduced. On the other hand, if 
there is an underload and _ less 
deflection, the wearing surface is 
reduced and the entire wear is 
concentrated on a small portion of 
the tread, thus causing extra wear 
on that portion of the tire con- 
tacting the road. 

“The Deflect-O-Gauge is a simple 
means of measuring exactly how 
much air he needs to give his tires 
the proper 12.8 percent deflection 
under all loads.” 





=@ More Roads 
> Set to Link 
| | With Alcan 


EDMONTON.—A 200-mile winter 
road has been completed between 
Fort Simpson, N.W.T., on the Mac- 
kenzie River and Fort Nelson, B. C., 
on the Alaska highway, U. S. 
Engineers division headquarters 
here said. The road provides. the 
first link with “outside” for the 
ast territory lying northwest of 
the Alaska highway route. 

Engineers headquarters said the 
purpose of the road was to enable 
shipment of supplies and equip- 

ent into the country around Fort 
impson. 

Recent reports have told of at 
east two other road building pro- 
jects in the wild northwest coun- 
try which, when completed would 
ink the Northwest Territories di- 
rectly north of Alberta with the 
Alaska highway system. 

These reports said the present 
winter roads from Grimshaw, Alta., 
o Hay River, N.W.T., at the south- 
ern end of Great Slave Lake, has 
been improved and its northern 
end rerouted to Providence, at the 
headquarters of the Mackenzie 
River. 

Present plans are said to provide 
for a road from Providence 400 
miles northward to Norman, 

.W.T., and another some 400 
miles almost directly west from 
Norman to Whitehorse, Y.T., a! 

ain point on the Alaska highway. 


“Dealers Tell Me,’’ by John O. 
Munn, is an open forum for the 
expression of dealers’ opinions. 


2. A. C. Scott, Vice-President, Geo. F. Alger Co., 
Detroit, specializes in doing the “impossible.” Alger 
hauled the bulk cement for the Ford Willow Run plant, 
new Wayne Airport, and other projects. Scott inaugurated 


1. Combat team tactics, coordinating the efforts 
of tanks, infantry and planes, is an important part of 
the strategy of American Armed Forces. It was also used 
successfully by General Montgomery in driving Rommel 
out of Egypt. Teamwork on the largest scale ever con- 24-hour maintenance — intensive inspection and driver 
ceived by man will win Victory for America and our care calling for 100% teamwork between all depart- 


Allies in the fight for Freedom. ments in his “turn on the steam for Victory program.” 


TEAMWORK wins! 


it takes teamwork to win! Timken’s new A.M. (Axle Maintenance) Program tells you how to 
team up with your operating and maintenance departments to save tires, brakes, axles to insure 
longer vehicle life, cut costs and save critical materials. Write us today for FREE A.M. aids or 
talk to a Timken Field Representative —there’s nothing to buy. 


In the armed forces . . . and on the home front, too... 


TIMKEN AXLES 


THE TIMKEN-DETROIT AXLE COMPANY, DETROIT, MICHIGAN 
WISCONSIN AXLE DIVISION, OSHKOSH, WISCONSIN 


—_ For Production 


\ “Well Done” 
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Air, Highway Interests 
Clash on Subsidy 


MONTPELIER, Vt.—Opening of 
a tax subsidy controversy between 
highway and air transportation in- 
terests, which may spread to other 
states as aviation consumption of 
gasoline increases, was indicated at 
a public hearing conducted here 
Feb. 9 before the ways and means 
committee of the Vermont house 
of representatives. 

Opposition of highway users was 
voiced at the hearing against a bill 
by Rep. James Manahan of St. 
Albans, which would exempt from 
taxation gasoline used in training 
aviation students. Stated purpose 


WPB Restricts 
Output of Truck, 
Trailer Bodies 


DETROIT. — Limitation Order 
L-253, governing the manufacture 
of all types of truck and trailer 
bodies, except passenger carriers, 
was issued Feb, 10. Effective date 
of the order for tank bodies is 
Feb, 10, and for other types of 
bodies March 1, 1943. 

The order defines the parts in 
which iron and steel may be used 
in the manufacture of all types of 
truck and trailer bodies and limits 
dump bodies to two models. 

Under Paragraph (j) of Order 
L-253, a producer may appeal to 
the War Production Board, on 
Form PD-792, for authorization to 
build bodies other than those per- 
mitted by the order or which will 
require more iron and steel than 
the order permits . 

Bodies for the Army and Navy 
will not be affected by the terms 
of Order L-253 until May 1, 1943, 
and then only if the type of body 
being manufactured does not ap- 
pear on Schedule A of the order at 
that time. Bodies listed on Sched- 
ule A are exempt from the provi- 
sions of the order until] the date 
shown after each type of body 
listed. 

In those cases where no date is 
given the body is_ indefinitely 
exempt from the terms of Order 
L-253. Schedule A will be amended 
from time to time by the addition 
or removal of body types, or 
changes in dates, or otherwise. 

The order stops the production 
of tank bodies on Feb. 10, unless 
they are being produced pursuant 
to an order from the armed forces, 
as described in Paragraph (e), or 
as the result of an appeal, as out- 
lined in Paragraph (j). The provi- 
sions of L-253 do not affect the 
manufacture of tank trailers which 
have been authorized by the Direc- 
tor General for Operations in ac- 
cordance with the terms of Limita- 
tion Order L-1-g, as amended 
Jan. 6, 1943. 


Missouri Limits 
Under Attack 


ST. LOUIS.—House Bill 67, intro- 
duced in the Missouri legislature, 
amends an existing statute regulat- 
ing the fees and width, height and 
length of common carriers on the 
grounds that because there is a 
critical shortage of commercial 
motor vehicles, tires, and man- 
power; and because Missouri's 
present laws do not permit the 
highway transportation industry to 
make maximum use of its equip- 
ment to deliver ammunition, fight- 
ing equipment, etc., for the armed 
forces and civilians, Missouri's low 
size and weight limits now waste 
rubber, gasoline, equipment and 
manpower. 

The bill fixes a maximum width 
of 96 inches; height 12% feet, 
length of 35 feet; and no com- 
bination of vehicles coupled to- 
gether to exceed 45 feet. 


Doubledeckers Dropped 


ST. LOUIS.—Inability to obtain 
parts, with which to rehabilitate 100 
double deck buses that were to have 
been used to lighten the mass trans- 
ortation problem here, has caused the 
Public Service Co. to withdraw the 
lan. After a survey showed that only 
or 60 of the vehicles could be used 
but no parts were obtainable, the com- 
pany shelved the idea. 


of the bill is to foster expansion 
of the aviation industry, 

A number of other states already 
exempt aviation completely from 
their gasoline tax laws, with no 
great protest having been evi- 
denced heretofore. The hearing 
here, however, left little doubt that 
the granting of such subsidies is 
unlikely in the future to be ac- 
cepted so quietly, particularly by 
the highway transport interests 
which contribute heavily to state 
gasoline tax yields and are con- 


fronted with future competition] ™ 


from aviation. 

Earl Denicore of Burlington, rep- 
resenting the Vermont Bus & 
Truck Assn., told the committee 
that the main beneficiary under the 
proposed Vermont bill would be 
Northeastern Airlines, 
corporation, He said this company 
was doing a fine job of training 
aviation students, but at a profit. 

Reviewing investments in avia- 
tion property at Burlington, Deni- 
core said that more than $1,000,000 
had been spent on the airport in 
that city, for the use of which 
Northeastern Airlines pays only 
$144 monthly rent. 

Terming the proposed gasoline 
tax exemption a “pretty handsome 
subsidy” to further benefit the 
aviation firm, he asked why North- 
eastern Airlines should gain $25,- 
000 a year at the expense of high- 
way users. As a further reason for 
opposition, Denicore cited a state 
budget estimate that Vermont 
highway department revenue this 
year would show a decrease of 45 
percent. 

When it was further suggested 
at the hearing that the proposed 
exemption would open the way to 
other similar requests by other 
non-highway gasoline consumers, 
Rep. Manahan replied that he 
thought some other exceptions 
should be made in the future. How- 
ever, he said, this was irrelevant 
to the present bill, and unless it 
was passed, the state stood in 
danger of losing some opportunity 
for further increase of aircraft 
facilities, 


Decision Soon 


On Va. Levy 


RICHMOND, Va.—Gov. Colgate 
W. Darden jr., expects final dis- 
position will be made on a re- 
ciprocity agreement between Vir- 
ginia and Maryland and other 
states on motor vehicle commerce 
after a meeting of the State Re- 
ciprocity Boards, to be held soon. 

The governor and the Virginia 
board has been giving study to the 
problem since before the first of 
the year in an effort to eliminate 
“barriers” for interstate travel. 
Maryland authorities have threat- 
ened to impose levies against Vir- 
ginia trucks in retaliation for the 
2 percent gross receipts tax pro- 
vided in Virginia law. 

The governor, at the request of 
ODT Administrator Joseph East- 
man, suspended imposition of the 
tax on out-of-state trucks at the 
beginning of the year, pending 
efforts to reach the agreement. 


3 
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FUEHRER’S FACSIMILE. 
publication, a Jeep is lined up beside its captured German counterpart, or 


In_ the 


Volkswagen,” at the Aberdeen Proving Ground, Md. 


a private]. 


RECONNAISSANCE CARS, 
vehicle of the first World 
Photo below shows the 


ast and present. Top photo shows a White-made 
ar in_ typical camouflaged dress of those days. 
World War II White-built vehicle, 


which has 


four-wheel drive and considerable speed. 


Penna. Truckers Are Staging 
Tire Conservation Contest 


HARRISBURG, Pa.—A Tire Con- 
servation Contest, designed to aid 
the war effort by saving rubber, 
was announced last week by the 
Pennsylvania Motor Truck Assn. 

The contest is open to all truck- 
ing employes and all truck opera- 
tors in Pennsylvania. It is spon- 
sored by the trucking association’s 
War Transportation Board, in co- 
operation with ODT. 

Purpose of the contest is to 
stimulate interest and cooperation 
on the part of the owners of Penn- 
sylvania’s 300,000 trucks and their 
employes in the conservation pro- 
grams of the government and the 
trucking industry, and to develop 
and spread practical suggestions 
for extending life of tires. There 
will be 140 awards for the best 
suggestions. 


The contest is in two parts. One 
part is for trucking employes and 
the other part for truck owners. 
Here’s how it works: 


Drivers, mechanics, dispatchers, 
loaders, clerks and other trucking 
employes are asked to enter the 
contest by submitting in writing a 
practical suggestion ‘for conserv- 
ing tires. War Savings Bonds will 
be awarded for the three best sug- 
gestions in the state; certificates 
of merit for the best suggestions 
in every county. 

Truck owners, common, contract 
and private, both over-the-road and 
local delivery, may enter the con- 
test by submitting written reports 
telling what they are doing to con- 
serve tires. Entries will be judged 
on the basis of ideas presented and 
actual mileage saved as a result of 
these ideas. Trophies will be 
awarded for the best entries of 


a 
first official photograph released for 
Extensive tests con- 


ducted there by the Army Ordnance department show the American vehicle 
manufactured by Willys-Overland to be superior to the German model, it is 


re 


. With a four-cylinder engine mounted in the rear and a two-wheel 
drive, the Volkswagen hits a top speed of only 30 miles an hour and balks 


at rough terrain that a Jeep with its four-wheel drive takes in stride at 


50 miles an hour. 
on the tonneau of the German model. 


Note the insignia of General Rommel’s Afrika Korps 


large, medium and small fleets, and 
certificates of merit for the best 
reports of motor carriers in each 
county. 

Entries must be submitted in 
writing to the War Transportation 
Board, Pennsylvania Motor Truck 
Assn., 711 Telegraph Bldg., Harris- 
burg, Pa. Entries of truck owners 
should state number of units oper- 
ated. The contest deadline is July 
1, 1943. 

Melvin R. Greene, regional man- 
ager, ODT; Raymond F. Ashen- 
felter, state director, OPA, and Ed- 
ward Gogolin, general manager, 
Pennsylvania Motor Truck Assn., 
will serve as judges. 


For-Hire Trucks 
Ruled Essential 
In Canada 


TORONTO. — According to the 
Automotive Transport Assn. of 
Ontario, the Federal department of 
labor has declared for-hire inter- 
city truck transportation to be an 
industry essential to the successful 
prosecution of the war, insofar as 
National Selective Service mobiliza- 
tion regulations are concerned. 

This ruling, on the part of the 
Humphrey Mitchell, federal min- 
ister of labor, came three months 
after the association had submitted 
a brief to the department asking 
that the industry be given the 
same labor priority status as that 
given to munitions plants, and 
that the industry be declared es- 
sential for the purpose of military 
training deferments. 

Word to this effect has gone out 
to mobilization boards throughout 
Canada, though carriers will have 
to prove the essentiality of any 
employe for whom they seek a 
deferment. 


Treasury Awards Reo 


Bull’s-Eye Flag 

LANSING.—Formal presentation 
of the Treasury department’s War 
Bond Bull’s-Eye Flag to Reo Mo- 
tors, Inc., was made last week by 
Reardon Peirsol, deputy state ad- 
ministrator of the War Savings 
Staff of the United States Treasury. 
Personnel Manager Carl Ogden 
represented Reo. 

Peirsol praised Reo workers for 
their high mark of 11.35 percent 
in the purchase of War Bonds on 
the payroll deduction plan, and 
read a congratulatory telegram to 
Reo from Secretary of the Trea- 
sury Henry Morgenthau jr. 


Pete Wemhoff’s Fourth Dimension 
offers news of advertising. 


see 


TRUCK SECTION 


Trailer Buses : 
Are Put Under 


Allocation Contre 


DETROIT.—Trailer buses de- 
signed and built for passex 
service, have been placed under 
allocations control by issuance o 
WPB General Limitation Order 
101 as amended. Included in the 
amended order are bus bodies for 
mounting on new or used cém- 
mercial motor vehicles or trailer 
chassis as well as integral tre 
buses which are completely as- 
sembled. 

Minimum seating capacity, 
trailer buses, as with other buses 
subject to the order, is fixed at 1 
passengers. Excepted from 
provisions of the amended regula- 
tion are complete commercial trail 
er chassis upon which a bus bods 
may be mounted, and tractors for 
propulsion of trailer buses, since 
these are subject to the provisions 
of Limitation Order L-1-g, which 
controls the production of moto 
trucks and truck trailers. 
; The purpose of the amendment 
is to insure that passenger-carrying< 
trailer buses are placed where théy 
are most needed. The Transporta- 
tion Equipment division of the Wart 
Production Board will allocate 
completed trailer units to carriers 
or other users in accordance with* 
recommendations of the Office of 
Defense Transportation. 

Order L-101 provides that no new 
vehicles of the types named in the 
order shall be produced, delivered 
or accepted, except in accordanee’ 
with specific authorization from 
the Director General for Opera- 
tions. Production quotas for trailer 
buses are assigned to individual 
producers from time to time by the 
Director General for Operations.” 


Carriers Ponder 


Colo. Problem 


_DENVER.—An OPA order set- 
ting ceiling rates at the highes 


March (1942) level, has created a 


super problem for Colorado con- 
tract or private motor carriers, 


who must operate either in violae-“" 


tion of a state law or a federal 
wartime regulation, according to 


Henry S. Sherman, state public” 


utilities commission chairman. 
Colorado statutes provide con- 


tract carrier may not charge less” 


than common carriers, When com- 


mon carriers’ rates were raised to* 


interstate commerce commission 
approved levels in April, 1942, con- 


canine 


tract carriers were obliged by law» 


to increase their rates according. 
Thus the OPA order for a lower 


céiling is in direct conflict with the. ~ 


Colorado statute and provides a 
problem as yet unanswered, Sher- 
man said. The ceiling rates are 
6 > 10 percent lower than present 
rates. 


102 New Trucks Released 


In 6 Mountain States 
DENVER —One hundred and 
two new trucks were rationed to 


essential users in six mountain=* 


states in January, ODT reported 
here last week. In December 92 
new commercial vehicles were al- 
located in the same state. Dan P. 
Harris jr., district allocation officer 
in Denver, reported 35 trucks were 
released in Colorado, 14 in New 
Mexico and 15 in Wyoming. 

Of the regional total of 102 ve- 
hicles rationed, 34 went for farm, 
agricultural and food uses; 17 for 
general for-hire use, 10 for trans- 
portation of oil and petroleum 
products, nine to the mining in- 
dustry, seven for transportation of 
fuel, five for health and public 
welfare uses, two each for chemi- 
cal warfare uses and passenger 
transportation, and one each for 
the United States mails and for 
carrying building materials. No 
breakdown was available on the 
trucks rationed to Wyoming users. 


Paper Work Eliminated 


In Sales to Truckers 

DETROIT.—WPB has changed 
its ruling regarding sales of 
tires, gas, parts, etc., to com- 
mercial vehicle operators. 

Hereafter, if the operator pre- 
sents a Certificate of War 
Necessity or a ration coupon 
when purchasing these items, 
the dealer will not be required 
to give him a receipt, 
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n epair Parts Contingent vee 


ODT Set to Enforce 
ull-Load Rules 


(Continued from Page 20) 


or even one day was impairing the 

transportation efficiency of our 
truck transportation and would be 
topped from now on even if ODT 
had to take drastic action against 
mthe dilatory freight receiver. 

After the meeting Longenecker 
stated that two of the most hab- 
itual offenders in the Midwest 
area were automotive manufac- 
turers doing a nearly full-time 
war production job. 

To point out the importance of 
the critical rubber shortage, he de- 

lared that, while the trucking in- 
dustry had been allotted 70,000 tons 
of rubber for tire replacement for 
this year, use was at a rate in ex- 
cess of 110,000 tons. 

This use must be cut back to 
the allotted tonnage or many 
trucks will go off the road before 
the end of the year because there 
will be no shoes for them to run 
on, he said. Elimination of empty 

ns, through a more extensive use 
of the consolidated information 
bureaus which have been set up in 
most terminal points to pick up 
freight for the empty run, is now 
being enforced. 

Trucks operating in those states 
where “frost” laws cut the amount 
of tonnage a truck can carry on 

lass B highways, are to observe 
the local regulations as long as the 
frost law is in effect, and these 
operators would be considered by 
ODT as carrying full loads, he said. 

Ted Rogers, president of the 
American Trucking Assn., who ac- 
companied Longenecker on the trip, 

mphasized that his association is 
doing everything it can to cooper- 
ate with ODT in the carrying out 
of these necessary regulations. 

He called attention to serious- 
ness of the dilitory unloading 
tactics of some consignees by 
pointing out that one large truck 
operator in the middle-west had 
his trucks tied up for an aver- 
age of six days at one plant on 
every shipment, by being unable 
to promptly unload at the con- 
signee’s dock. He stated that 
while there is no penalty on the 
consignee if he didn’t unload 
promptly (such as the demurrage 
charges placed on those who do 
not promptly unload freight 
cars), some such penalty would 
have to be imposed if the pres- 
ent practice is not immediately 
discontinued. 

Rogers praised the work of the 
for-hire truckers in being able to 
handle over 26 percent of all war 
material transportation but pointed 
out at the same time that the rails 
not only had also done a good job 
but were not losing any oppor- 
tunity of also telling the world that 
they are doing a good job. He said 
truckers must improve their public 
relations and do a better job of 
telling the public how good they 
are, if they were to get considera- 
tion from lawmakers in the future. 

Longenecker and Rogers are on 
a speaking tour that will take in 
Salt Lake City, Portland, Los 
Angeles, Houston, Oklahoma City, 
and Kansas City. Another team 
composed of John Lawrence, gen- 
eral manager of ATA, and Alex 


Automat Bus Flooring 


OK’d for Trailers 

LANCASTER, Pa.— Armstrong 
Cork Co.’s Automat bus flooring 
has been approved by the Signal 
Corps General Development Lab- 
oratories, Etontown, N. J., for use 
in pilot models for shelter trailers, 
H.0.-17 Type, according to F. E. 
Stevens, vice-president in charge 
of the Armstrong Cork Co. Indus- 
trial division. 


~ 10 FT CLEARANCE 
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Sherer, assistant to Longenecker, 
are making a similar swing in the 
east, taking in Boston, New York 
City, Philadelphia and Atlanta. 

During the meeting a period was 
allotted to truckers to bring up the 
problems that now confront them. 
Operators brought out that the 
parts shortage is getting very seri- 
ous, even extending to items such 
as tire valve caps, speedometer 
parts and windshield wipers. 

Longenecker stated that it is be- 
lieved in Washington that it would 
be possible to produce in 1943 twice 
as many replacement parts for 
trucks as were produced last year. 
He emphasized, however, that this 
was not a promise by ODT, be- 
cause the fates of war made such 
a promise impossible to give at 
this time, but he said that ODT 
was working toward this goa] and 
could see no reason at the moment 
why their objective should not be 
reached. 


Canada’s Bus-Travel 


Limits a Headache 

WASHINGTON.—Unfavorable 
reaction to Canada’s arbitrary 
limitation of bus travel has re- 
sulted in enforcement difficul- 
ties and its repeal would be no 
great surprise to many bus oper- 
ators and passengers, according 
to the National Highway Users 
Conference. 

Under the Canadian restric- 
tion passengers cannot ride 
more than 50 miles on a con- 
tinuous trip in any bus. When 
the 50-mile limit is reached, the 
passengers must leave the bus 
even though the point of des- 
tination is only a few miles re- 
moved, The passengers cannot 
purchase another ticket and 
board that same bus but must 
await the arrival of another 
vehicle before completing the 
journey. 


Truckers OK Law 


DOVER, Del. — Approval of Dela- 
ware’s new war-emergency law, enabl- 
ing the governor to amend or suspend 
existing statutes which might impede 
the war effort, has been expressed by 
directors of the Delaware Motor Truck 
Assn. 
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Increased Burdens Facing 


Dwindling Truck Equipment 


(Continued from Page 20) 


this sort is contemplated,” East- 
man added. “We shall keep in 
touch, however, with our local ad- 
ministrators and shall willingly 
step aside at any time in favor of 
effective local action.” 


Eastman said at another point 
in his address that his office ex- 
pected to announce very shortly a 
plan to effect closer cooperation 
with local authorities in curtailing 
convenience transportation. 


Frank Bane, executive director 
of the Council of State Govern- 
ments, submitted for the considera- 
tion of state officials and legisla- 
tors a model “emergency transpor- 
tation act,” granting war powers to 
the governors of states for the so- 
lution of war transportation prob- 
lems. Most of the New England 
and Middle Atlantic states, already 
have enacted or are enacting simi- 
lar legislation. 

The model act is intended to al- 
low the governor to suspend en- 
forcement of state regulations 
which might impede the war effort, 


such as size and weight regula- 
tions for trucks and licensing regu- 
lations for trucks from other 
states. 

Pressure from farm groups to 
lower the age limit required for 
operator licenses, so that boys 
might help make up the acute 
shortage of farm labor, was re- 
ported by several speakers. Ad- 
visability of any reduction to a 
limit lower than 16 years was 
questioned, although it was noted 
limits as low as 14 years are being 
sought. 

Establishment of state “listen- 
ing posts” in Washington as a 
guard against federal legislation 
encroaching on state authority 
was urged by Maryland Assistant 
Attorney General Hugh Allen 
Meade. He said that such “listen- 
ing posts” could keep state attor- 
neys general informed of legis- 
lation in order that they might 
advise their state representatives 
in Congress of the local effect of 
pending legislation. 


... MAKING BIG ONES OUT OF LITTLE ONES 


Bendix-Westinghouse is proud to continue to serve 
an industry whose multiplying problems merely 
spur incentive * So it is, when the Transportation 
Industry found itself unable to procure the heavy 
duty chassis formerly employed, an old order was 
reversed. Thus, today we find them “Making Big 


Ones out of Little Ones.” 


Elongated chassis, 


special gear ratios take care of carrying capacity 


and power and genuine Bendix-Westin 


ouse 


Air Brakes traditionally answer the control prob- 
lem * Not content with this, inspired operators 
everywhere have taken advantage of the modernizing 


BENDIX-WESTINGHOUSE AUTOMOTIVE AIR BRAKE CO. 
ELYRIA, OHIO 


potentialities in genuine Bendix-Westinghouse Air 
Brakes in rehabilitating units which might other- 
wise have slipped quietly from service * As long as 
American Ingenuity, genuine Bendix- Westinghouse 
Air Brakes and Air Control Devices can team 


as they have in these days 


of tribulation, you 


have every “— to expect the great oe 
e 


transportation has in store 


for you when t 


current strife has been concluded * Your 
authorized Bendix-Westinghouse Dis- 
tributor is the headquarters for every con- 
trol problem . . . Consult him regularly. 


AN ORGANIZATION WHOSE UNDIVIDED EFFORT AND COMPLETE RESOURCES 
ARE DEVOTED TO YOUR CONVENIENCE AND SAFETY 
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and those parts are scarcer than 
hen’s teeth, according to the boys 
who have to keep the for-hire 
trucks rolling—but also little things 
like speedometer parts, windshield 
wiper parts, carburetor needles and 
cab window regulators. 
* * 


IT IS EASY to say that a truck 
can be driven with the window 
down because the regulator is out 
of commission, but try to get a 
driver these days to go out in sub- 
zero weather without all of his 
glass in or without a heater that 
works. Or try to explain to ODT 
that you can’t keep your records 
up because your speedometer 
doesn’t work—or keep air in your 
doughnuts on these rough icy 
roads without caps for the tire 
valves—or to keep your tires up to 
proper pressure when you can’t get 
a tire gauge inside of six weeks, 
regardless of what priority you 
offer. 

Joe, come on out and talk to 
the boys that wheel the freight 
carriers Over the road at some 
“coffee and sinkers” palace along 
a regular truck route, and you'll 
soon find out what it takes to keep 
trucks rolling in the condition our 
war effort demands. 

+ +. 


HILE IN CLEVELAND I 

dropped in on President Bob 
Black and Sales Manager Nev 
Bauman of White. Found these 
boys well pleased with the job their 
dealers are doing in not only keep- 
ing White trucks rolling but in the 
service job they are doing for 
trucks of other makes. These 
White executives have consistently 
made the need for maintaining 
America’s trucks during this war- 
time period as their number one 
civilian job—in fact Bauman left 
for a two-week swing around his 
Southern and Southwestern dealers 
the day I talked with him. 

He said it had been the policy 
of his dealers to offer the services 
of their shop to the owners of 
trucks other than White, especial- 
ly where no service for the other 
trucks was available, and that 
owners were appreciating this ef- 
fort. Due to the mechanic short- 
age and the scarcity of many serv- 
ice items, this “outside” service 
had been rendered at times only 
at great effort and inconvenience, 
but the White executives have 
thoroughly instilled in their dealers 
the great need for keeping every 
available truck on the road, and 
White dealers are doing their very 
best to keep all automotive freight 
haulers on the job. That this ef- 
fort is being appreciated by the 
truck owners is evidenced in the 
fact that every dealer contacted 
reports his Operation as being in 
a very satisfactory status under 
present conditions. 
. * * # 

IED ROGERS and his American 

Trucking Assns. seem to be do- 
ing a grand job for the for-hire 
truckers of America. He is con- 
stantly “on the road,” either fight- 
ing for the type of legislation and 


material helps that will permit 
these essential haulers to do their 
job in the most efficient manner 
or out beating the bushes with men 
from ODT, as he is now, helping 
that body to correct faulty opera- 
tions by the haulers. While the 
members of Ted’s association rep- 
resent only about 15 percent of our 
total truck ownership, they are the 
organized fleet operators who are 
easiest for governmental agencies 
to control with legislation and di- 
rectives. 

It takes constant watching on the 
part of Ted and his able associates 
to keep this legislation within sane 
limits and not let the “theory” boys 
in Washington gum up our na- 
tional transportation any worse 
than is necessary under the guise 
of conservation requirements, It’s 
just too bad that the big bulk of 
truck registration, that is repre- 
sented by the owners of one and 
two vehicles doesn’t have a Ted 
Rogers fighting for their interests 
equally enthusiastically. 

* 


NCIDENTLY, HERE in Detroit 

we have in Les Patterson, dis- 
trict director of ODT, a man who 
is spending as much time fighting 
for the truck operators under his 
wing as he does in policing their 
operations. For months now he has 
been fighting the battle of replace- 
ment parts shortage and recently 
has added a truck haulers’ man- 
power crusade to his many duties. 
Patterson, who spent many years 
handling the freight traffic duties 
for a boat line, knows what the 
truckers are up against and fights 
for them as well as with them. 

He deserves a pat on the back 
for the extra-curricular work he 
has put in on behalf of the trans- 
porters. 

* * # 

ERE’S ONE I should save for 

the Service section two weeks 
from now, but we might have an- 
other blizzard and tipping you boys 
off to a new wrinkle I ran into last 
week may save you some trouble. 
I had occasion to drive headon 
into a snow blizzard last week and 
miles from no-where my engine 
conked out on me — ignition 
drowned by snow coming in 
through the radiator and melting 
—distributor and wiring soaked 
from the melted snow. After get- 
ting towed into a small town gar- 
age and working for a couple of 
hours trying to dry the beast out, 
both the mechanic and I had about 
given it up as a bad job when in 
walked a farmer who was a trac- 
tor cowboy. 

Naturally he wanted to know 
what was the matter—said shucks, 
that’s easy—got any tetra-chloride 
—we didn’t have any but soon got 
some—he doused the distributor 
cap and everything else in sight 
with the stuff and—in about 20 
minutes I stepped on the starter 
and the engine started as if noth- 
ing had happened. Those boys that 
leave their tractors out in the 
driving rain storms learn things 
at that. 


FOR SALE 


tone Le Bo RS ee Re a A a nes 


26’ Aero Trailer and Reo Coupe, complete with sound equipment, 


light plant, record player, 

four speakers, good tires 

26’ Aero Trailer and Reo Coupe 
without sound equipment, etc. 


$1,475.00 
$1,100.00 


Address inquiries to: 


WHITEROCK QUARRIES 


Temple Court Bldg. 


Bellefonte, Pa. 


TRUCK TIRE MILEAGE CHART 


TRUCK MECHANICAL FAULTS can destroy more good mileage in a tire 


than the operator will 
chart from the Bear M 
toe-in condition wastes 


55 


et out of it if those faults are not corrected. This 
Co., for instance, shows that a truck with a bad 
percent of the available mileage originally built 


into the tire. This chart is based on wear on original tires before recapping. 


ODT Warns Used Trucks 
May Be Rationed Soon 


(Continued from Page 20) 


through our monthly survey of 
idle equipment. I presume you 
are acquainted with this survey, 
through the report which you are 
required te fill eut if you have 
any idle equipment during the 
last two weeks of any month. 

“Our purpose in requiring such 
reports is eventually to get avail- 
able trucks and prospective users 
together to the mutual advantage 
of both and to assist the move- 
ment of essential war and civilian 
freight.” 


Stickel also told the operators 
that “very frankly, most of the 
tires, parts and trucks in use today 
are not being adequately main- 
tained by operators.” 


“In addition,” he said, “despite 
ODT orders, pleas and advice, 
there is still a tremendous amount 
of waste mileage in the trucking 
operations of this nation. Too 
many trucks are running empty or 
partially loaded. Too many trucks 
are being operated at wastefully 
high speeds and with a disregard 
for equipment conservation prin- 


Livestock Assn. 
Backs Jeffers 
On Rubber 


W ASHINGTON—Support of 
Rubber Director William M. Jef- 
fers’ efforts to “bull through” pro- 
duction of synthetic rubber is given 
in a recent resolution of the Ameri- 
can National Live Stock Assn. 
reading: “* * * we demand that 
the necessary metals be allocated 
to him (Jeffers) to put the rubber 
plants into operation.” 


Maintenance of essential civilian 
highway transportation is called 
for in another resolution urging: 


“(a) that the speed of trucks 
transporting livestock and other 
perishable products be increased to 
a speed at which they will operate 
to the maximum efficiency in the 
conservation of rubber, parts, and 
manpower; (b) that trucks in 
intrastate commerce be given pri- 
orities on equal terms with trucks 
engaged in interstate commerce; 


(c) That forms of the Office of 
Defense Transportation, which live- 
stock producers are required to 
execute, be simplified and adapted 
to practical use; (d) that we are 
unalterably opposed to issuance of 
any ODT order or regulation re- 
stricting any form of transporta- 
tion to a given distance, such as 
250 or 300 miles, as now being 
considered by federal authorities; 
and that the criterion, in our 
opinion, must be the ability of the 
various carriers to move the traffic 
the most expeditiously and ef- 
ficiently.” 


Battery Offices Shifted 


TOLEDO.—The sales and advertis- 
ing departments of the Auto-Lite 
Battery Corp. have been moved to 
the main offices of Electric Auto-Lite 
Co., here. Both departments were 
formerly located in the battery manu- 
facturing pleat at Niagara Falls, N. Y. 


To feel the pulse of the industry, 
consistent reading of Automotive News 
is a necessity. 


ciples. And too many trucks are 
paralleling and duplicating the 
routes of other carriers, both 
truck and rail. 

“Every one of these wasteful 
practices is going to have to be 
eliminated before the ODT will be 
able to go before the War Pro- 
duction Board with anything like a 
sound case for additional trucks 
and equipment. 

“Personally, I will not be satis- 
fied with our efforts toward elimi- 
nating wasteful operations until 
every contract and common carrier 
in the United States is a party to 
one or more joint action plans. If 
you are not a party to One or more 
of these plans, you should begin 
to explore the possibilities for 
such action without delay. 


“Still another way to eliminate 
wasteful truck mileage is by the 
establishment and use of, Joint 
Information Offices. 


“The ODT has been vigorously 
battling for the establishment of 
these traffic clearing houses for 
more than a year. And just re- 
cently this program has begun to 
show results. At the present time 
more than 67 of these offices have 
been approved and are in opera- 
tion. 


“This is of course encouraging. 
But less encouraging is the fact 
that too many carriers are assum- 
ing that their responsibility ends 
when the clearing house is estab- 
lished. And too many are assuming 
that because they did not have a 
hand in its establishment, they are 
free to ignore its operation. 

“It is to combat the practices 
which are growing out of this 
attitude that the ODT recently 
began running a series of spot 
road checks to detect habitual 
offenders. As you know, an oper- 
ator who runs empty or 
loaded out of a city without first 

a serious effort to obtain 
@ full load, is violating ODT 
orders. Such operators are re- 
quired to check either with the 
Joint Information Office, where 
he will be given either a load or 
clearance papers, or, in cities 
where no such approved clearing 
house is available, the operator 
must check with other carriers. 

“Operators who fail to do this 
may have their Certificate of War 
Necessity tailored down by the 


rm 


TRUCK SECTIO 


Mich. Truckers 
Plead for Relief 
On Tires, Parts 


LANSING.—At a War Transpor 
tation Conference held here ‘las 
week, it was emphasized by opera- 
tors that ‘truck transporte 
charged with the hauling of over 
60 percent of incoming and outgo 
ing war material, is weakened to 
a point where it is threatened 
with collapse. 

Reasons given for this alarming 
condition were inability to obtaiy 
new trucks and trailers for Te- 
placement of worn out units, scar- 
city and absence of replacement 
parts and loss of skilled manpower 
to military and higher-pay war 
industries. 

Representatives of government 
who heard the complaints at the 
meeting, called by Don Smith; 
chairman of the Michigan Truck- 
ing Assn.’s Board of Governors 
were Ed Bodwell, OPA; John 
Craig, USES; Walter Wright, 
WPB, and Maj. Arnold Veig, Arm 
Transport Corps. ' 

At a dinner in the evening, Sir 
Clive Latham Bailliau, head of thd 
British War Materials Mission to 
this country, told the delegates 
how England was overcoming k 
transportation problems. 

Craig, Michigan director for the 
United States Employment Service, 
freely admitted that failure to de- 
clare trucking an essential indus 
prior to three months ago, “looks 
like a mistake now.” Trained me- 
chanics, he said, had been pressed 
to accept employment in war 
plants. Not only has the practice 
ceased, but the employment service™ 
is seeking to facilitate the return 
of such men to hauling enterprises 
Craig added that it would not=. 
grant releases to present employes, 
under the job stabilization plan i 
the Detroit metropolitan area, un- 
less authorized by the employer or 
under special conditions, 

The plan, Craig predicted, would 
shortly be extended to every manu 
facturing center of the state. He™. 
hinted that job stabilization may 
soon be given “teeth” with penal 
ties imposed for violations. In 
Louisville, he said, an employe 
who leaves his job without valid 
reason is not given a formal re-~" 
lease or availability certification 
until 30 days have elapsed. 

Craig revealed that Wayne 
County industries will require fro 
210,000 to 220,000 additional worke , 
by Jan. 1, 1944, and that at least 
60,000 must be found for outstate 
plants but added that no attempt 
would be made to recruit from the 
trucking organizations. On the con 
trary, he asserted, representatives 
of 25 major manufacturing plants 
in the Detroit area would be re 
quested to survey their personnel 
and release any with former truck- 
ing experience, 

Credit was given to the stabiliza- 
tion plan in stopping absenteeis 
due to “job-shopping” but, the 
truckmen agreed, the situation 
was still as serious as that arising 
from manpower shortage. One re- 
ported that a survey revealed from 
8 to 22 percent absence on 4 
Monday morning, presumably at- 
tributable to recovery from week- 
end celebrations. 


amount of mileage they habitually|@ 


run empty, or, if they are per- 
sistent in this practice, their cer- 
tificate may be revoked. We feel 
this is a serious offense, and 
should be dealt with in a stern 
manner,” Stickel said. 


45 MPH Limit Urged 


For Oil Trucks 

WASHINGTON.—Pointing out 
the importance of quick delivery 
of petroleum today, the trans- 
portation committee of the 
Petroleum Administration for 
War last week protested to ODT 
Director Joseph Eastman the 
35-mile limit and asked that it 
be increased to 45 in the case 
of trucks engaged in petroleum 
transportation. 


HALF-SECTIONS of old _ rejected 
casings fitted, with a series of hooks 
looped with a wire cable, are bein 
tested by the Chicago Tribune as a 
means to increase tire mileage. Shown 
above is the installation on one of . 
rear wheels of the car driven 1,20 
miles a month by the Tribune nurse. 
The ‘‘overshoes’’ are applied while the 
tire is deflated. When the tire 
inflated, the cable tightens and holds 
the shoes firmly in P e. The car is 
equipped with 6.00x16 tires, and the 
shoes were made from rejected casing: 
of the same size. 
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Dealers tell me... 


(Continued from Page 3) 


not so obvious. I am not able to 
onjure a vision of NADA asking 
or securing a closed shop agree- 
ment, I anticipate that the auto- 
obile business can easily be a 
mess after a couple of years, un- 
less there is more business states- 
manship exercised in avoiding such 
a contingency than has been evi- 
dent heretofore. There, to some 
extent, is the problem. If you 
know the answer, you will be my 
ong lost friend.” 
+ 


* * 


Sound Footing 
Called Need 


ERE are the observations of 

an upstate New York dealer: 
“I am only sorry that I cannot give 
you a detailed expression as to my 
reaction to postwar planning. How- 
ever, I can tell you in short that I 
don’t believe there is anyone who 
appreciates more than I, your 
ideas, suggestions and sincere in- 
terest in the dealers’ problems. 


“I approve of everything you 
say, and I can only add that if 
there ever Was a time for the 
automobile dealers to place them- 
selves on a sound footing and be 
prepared to open a new leaf in 
their life of business, whereby 
they will be able to do business 
on a profitable basis, the time is 
NOW. I only hope that some- 
body somewhere will take the 
initiative and try to organize 
this. bunch of ‘supposed-to-be- 
intelligent business people’ and 
that person would certainly be 
rendering a very valuable serv- 
ice to the automobile dealer and 
should be rewarded accordingly.” 

* * + 


Another Dealer’s 


Postwar Views 


ERE’S what a Southern dealer 

has to say on the subject: 
“Much is being said and written 
just now about probable dealer 
mortality in 1943. Every manu- 
facturer is interested in seeing 
that dealerships survive in order 
that they may continue to serve 
the manufacturer’s products. 

“Some dealers will go out of 
business this year because they 
can’t carry on, and others will 
just quit because the game is 
not worth the candle, Many of 
this latter group are afraid that 
when new car production is re- 
sumed, the manufacturers will 
fill their new plant facilities 
with assembly lines and grind 
out new cars in 2 hitherto un- 
heard of volume, and then cram 
them down the throats of the 
dealers, appoint many new deal- 


Chevrolet Dealers 
Salvage Mounts 


DETROIT.—Tabulation of final 
reports show that in 1942 Chevrolet 
dealers contributed a _ total of 
154,678,977 pounds, or 77,339 tons. 
of scrap metal, rubber, paper and 
other needed materials to the na- 
tion’s salvage program. 

The scrap iron and steel, cop- 
per, brass, aluminum, lead and 
other metals collected by the deal- 
ers totaled 144,680,379 pounds, or 
72,340 tons, Rubber, paper, rags, 
burlap bags, rope and miscellane- 
ous scrap included in the contribu- 
tion reached a total of 9,998,598 
pounds, or 4,999 tons. 


R. E. OLDS ins 
Grosse Ile (Mich.) 


cts his former home, which is now operatin 
SO Club. Olds is shown in front of the firep 


ers, and in general, destroy the 

opportunity which dealers would 

otherwise enjoy. 
* 


* * 


Urges Makers 


State Aims 
“wut the manufacturers build 
so many cars that the deal- 
ers will have to give them away 
in order to get rid of them? Will 
many new dealerships be ap- 
pointed, often multiple dealerships 
in towns which don’t warrant 
multiple dealerships? Will every 
man who can raise a few thousand 
dollars be given a franchise just 
in order to market these millions 
of new cars? 


“Would it not be appropriate 
for the manufacturers to be 
asked and urged to make a state- 
ment of their postwar plans? It 
would probably be good business 


for them to do so.” 
* *£ 


Sees Influence 
In Canada 


ROM across the horder comes a 

Canadian dealer’s viewpoint as 
expressed in this letter: “I think 
it timely to begin postwar plan- 
ning now, and while we Canadian 
dealers can expect no direct help 
from your efforts in Washington, 
the American views will no doubt 
influence the Canadian manufac- 
turer and dealer in these plans for 
the future. 


“I look forward with great in- 
terest to your column, and have 
adopted many of the suggestions 
outlined from time to time, And, 
if you have done nothing else 
during these trying times, you 
have enabled those whose ‘all’ 
is tied up in the automobile 
business to keep in the right 


frame of mind. 
* * * 


Govt. Standard 


Is Advocated 
“T BELIEVE minimum require- 
ments for dealers, set up to 
a government standard, should be 
considered. Otherwise, the country 
would be flooded with fly-by-night 
operators. I do not think new men 
should be discouraged in their 
efforts to start in the automobile 
business, as we all had to start 
somewhere; but I believe that un- 
less a Man is prepared to give a 
complete service, he should be 
denied a contract. I would also 
suggest that installment buying be 
given consideration; low down- 
payments and extended terms are 
the principal selling tools of many 
under-financed outlets, or are used 
to stimulate sales by some manu- 
facturers. 

“Federal credit control should 
be adopted. There is no better 
time than now to initiate such a 
program; people will have the 
money saved up in the form of 
War Bonds, etc., and will be able 
to make larger down payments, 
and by limiting the maximum to 
18 months’ credit, the tendency 
to overbuy will largely be elimi- 
nated. This should apply to all 
installment sales; otherwise in 
my opinion, we will in a few 
years have a similar condition 
as in the last depression, partly 
caused by overbuying and in- 
adequate equities on the part of 
the consumer.” 


To feel the pulse of the industry. 
consistent reading of Automotive News 
is a necessity. 


as the 
ce with 


a group of American and British boys, who are using his former home at 


the rate of 75,000 a year. 


When this $300. 


,000 house was built 25 years ago 


it was considered the show place of the Middlewest, and was named Elbamar. 
Olds gave the USO his personal check for $500 to apply on further beautifying 


the mansion, 
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FOREST H. 
week led 1,256 volunteer plan 
1,035 pints of blood at the 
oan lant in Detroit. At left, taking 


at Dodge. 


Dodge Dealers 


ross donor’s aide, and checking his blood 
Cross Nurse Louella Ray, part of the staff of 28 


AKERS, Wee-gremnons and director of sales at Dodge, last 
and office employes, who so far have donated 
Red Cross blood bank established at the Dodge 


Akers’ pulse is Mrs. Carsten Tiedman, 
ressure, at right, is Red 
d Cross workers on duty 


Adhering 


To Wartime Necessities 


DE TROIT.—Testimony of the 
practical usefulness with which 
Dodge automobile merchants con- 
tinue to fit their 
activities into the 
wartime picture, 
is recorded as the 
result of dealer 
conventions just 
held in 17 key 
cities. 

Dodge _ dealers, 
assembling in 
Richmond,  Va.; 
be Greenboro, S. C.; 
bs Charlotte, N. C.; 

Atlanta; Jack- 

v. ©, Sees sonville, Fla.; and 
Birmingham, Ala., were addressed 
and interviewed by Forest H. 
Akers, vice-president of Dodge. 

Another meeting circuit brought 
Dodge dealers to Columbus, O.; 
Cincinnati; Louisville; Nashville 
and Chattanooga, Tenn. At these 
points, the principal speaker and 
headquarters spokesman was as- 
sistant general sales manager, Em- 
erson J. Poag. 

A third meeting schedule took 
in dealer gatherings in Chicago, 
Boston, New York, Philadelphia, 
Pittsburgh and Syracuse where as- 
sistant general sales manager J. 
W. Hutchins, functioned as prin- 
cipal speaker. 

Basic purpose of the dealer con- 
ventions was to maintain the com- 
pany’s management in “the feel” of 
the market, and to promote special 
car and truck maintenance policies. 

Barring only a few differences of 


Chrysler Salvage 
Program Nets 


150,000 Tons 


DETROIT.—During the past year 
Chrysler Corp. sold, consumed or 
produced more than 150,000 gross 
tons of iron and steel scrap, offi- 
cials made known last week. 

About 80 percent of this scrap 
resulted from what is called “pro- 
duction offal,” which is made up 
of chips and scraps of metal re- 
moved after machining operations. 
The scrapping of non-production 
machinery and obsolescent service 
parts accounted for about 12 per- 
cent, cast iron dies and _ tools 
amounted to about 7 percent of 
the total. 

By far the biggest part of the 
company’s total years scrap, con- 
sisting of 110,000 tons, was sold for 
use by other companies in war 
work. Approximately 33,500 tons 
were used by the corporation and 
operating inventories ran around 
9,000 tons, 


Drum Forms Firm 


Of Production Engineers 

DETROIT.—Vern R. Drum an- 
nounces the formation of Vern R. 
Drum & Associates, production en- 
gineers, with headquarters in the 
New Center building here. 

Drum has been consultant on 
manufacturing problems to _ the 
Cleveland Ordnance district. Previ- 
ous to this connection, he was vice- 
president in charge of manufactur- 
ing of Willys-Overland Motors, Inc. 


“Dealers Tell Me,"’ by John O. 
Munn, is an open forum for the 
expression of dealers’ opinions. 


isolated, local the 
findings of Akers, Poag and Hutch- 
ins are similar in revealing Dodge 
dealers united in the determina- 
tion to further the nation’s rubber 
and gasoline conservation program 
and of keeping cars and trucks 
serviced for continuous depend- 
ability and econmy. 

“In all the meetings, 
dealers were telling of unprece- 
dented upturns, especially in the 
all-important branch of truck serv- 
ice, and of the success with which 


consequence, 


Dodge 


many older trucks are being kept 
or reinstated 
said Akers. 

An interesting observation made 
by Poag was that the limitations 
imposed on passenger car use are 
leading owners to a _ noticeably 
greater appreciation of the value 
of periodic attention, along with 
closer personal relationship be- 
tween Owners and dealers than ex- 
isted formerly. 

Hutchins was impressed by the 
evident optimism with which 
dealers viewed their current and 
near-future business’ prospects. 
Dealer’s service shops are crowded 
with work and the business of 
selling used cars is prospering 
everywhere, with used vehicles be- 
coming scarcer as the demand for 
them is increasing. 


Akers regards the present more 
acute service interest on the part 
of vehicle owners as a development 
destined to be of lasting benefit, 
especially to the owners. He is con- 
vinced that the thoroughness with 
which the war emergency forces 
vehicle users to resort to compe- 
tent checkup attention is creating 
more general recognition of the 
role which service plays in the op- 
erating economy and maintenance 
of transportation, 
and commercial. 


in active service,” 


both personal 


Pete Wembhoff’s Fourth Dimension 
offers news of advertising. 
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Goodyear Making 
Fighter Planes 
For Navy Use 


AKRON.—Soon ready for its 
test flights at Akron airport, the 
Goodyear FG-i—first Akron-built 
combat plane—is passing through 
a series of rigid final inspections 
at Goodyear Aircraft. 


The FG-1 is a Navy fighter plane 
produced to the design of the 
Vought-Sikorsky Corsair which has 
been hailed by the Navy as “the 
fastest fighter in the world” and 
described by Navy and Marine 
fliers as more than a match for 
the Japanese Zero in Maneuver- 
ability. 

A single-seater fighter with high 
speed, fast-climbing and high ceil- 
ing qualities, the FG-1 (F for 
Fighter, G for Goodyear, and 1, 
meaning first of its type) is pow- 
ered by a single Pratt & Whitney 
double Wasp engine of 2,000 horse- 
power. The plane has a wing 
spread of 41 feet, is a little more 
than 33 feet long and stands slight- 
ly over 16 feet in height. Wings are 
of the folding type to facilitate its 
use aboard airplane carriers and 
the wheels of the plane are re- 
tractable. Service ceiling of the 
FG-1 is 35,000 feet. 

With a speed indicated in Navy 
releases as being “in the 400-mile 
per hour class” the Goodyear-built 
FG-1 will also have a relatively 
low landing speed, enabling it to 
land on the decks of carriers, on 
hastily constructed airports in the 
advanced fighting lines and sim- 
plifying its operation when either 
land or carrier based. 

Production momentum is sched- 
uled to gain slowly after the first 
plane is test flown and will not 
attain a maximum for a number of 
months. 


More Packard 


Workers Honored 


DETROIT.—Packard war work- 
ers have won more WPB awards 
for production “shortcuts” than 
were won by any other war plant 
in the country, it is revealed by 
Donald M. Nelson’s War Produc- 
tion Drive headquarters. 

Certificates of Individual] Produc- 
tion Merit and Honorable Mentions 
were granted 84 more “soldiers of 
production” for their time-saving, 
labor-easing practical shop sugges- 
tions. Of these 84 latest awards, 
men making Packard marine en- 
gines for PT boats and Rolls-Royce 
aircraft engines got seven, the 
greatest single total given out. 

To date, 232 such awards have 
been sent from Washington, with 
Packard accounting for 34 and 
thus maintaining a national record 
for awards. 


Car Sales Off 


BELLEFONTAINE, O. — Logan 
county residents bought 114 used and 
two new automobiles during January, 
compared to 142 used and eight new 
cars in January, 1942. 


EXECUTIVE WANTED 


@ Somewhere is an outstanding executive who has had his 
usefulness so curtailed by the war that he is forced to 


contemplate a change. 


He may be the president of a company. He may be 
an unusually able director of sales or advertising. Or he 
may be a brilliant assistant who was coming along like a 
house afire until the war cramped his opportunity. 


He will understand the marketing of consumer goods, 
and the relation of advertising to consumer sales. He will 
be a resourceful, imaginative thinker, whose original ideas 


contributed to the pre-war success of his business. 


He will 


be between 38 and 50 years old. 


To such a man, one of New York City’s largest 
advertising agencies offers a position worthy of his abilities 


and capabilities. 


Members of this organization know about this 


advertisement. 


Letters should be addressed to Automotive News, 
Box 363, 5229 Cass Avenue, Detroit. Mich. 
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Automotive Washington 


Plight of Highway Grows Steadily Worse; 
Jeffers in Spotlight Again 


By William Ullman 

WASHINGTON.—Mute and un- 
sung victims of the war are the 
streets and highways of the nation, 
whose plight, 
steadily growing 
worse, will one 
day demand the 
best thinking 
that can be mus- 
tered if, in the 
reviving period of 
peace, these art- 
eries of travel are 
not to remain 
plunged in a con- 
dition mildly 
reminiscent of 
horse and buggy 

days, 

Numerous factors have con- 
spired to allow many stretches 
of the country’s 3,000,000 miles of 
automotive right of way to slip 
into a serious state of disrepair. 
As has been the fate of various 
other adjuncts of life, highways 
everywhere are the victims of 
priorities and shortages of mate- 
rials, equipment and manpower. 
And if this handicap could be 
overcome there still remains un- 
solved an accentuated problem of 
financing, because rationing of 
motor vehicle use has deeply 
slashed the automotive public 
revenues which universally are 
depended upon for highway con- 
struction and maintenance, 


The thoughtless may lull them- 
selves with a cynical attitude that 
it doesn’t make much difference to 
most of us because we are so re- 
stricted in the use of our automo- 
biles anyhow. But this is, of 
course, a very shallow way of view- 
ing the situation. Victory and 
peace will come at length, and 
soon thereafter there is every rea- 
son to believe, a resurgeance of 
motoring which may put “the good 
old days” in the shade. Then it 
will be imperative to put streets 
and roads in condition to bear un- 


accustomed burdens. 
* a * 


Deterioration 


Is Under Way 

TRAFFIC SAFETY will compel 
this then, and even now there is 
need for counter-measures if re- 
duced casualties that have been 
brought about through diminution 
of car use, are not to bound back 
to former shocking and unwar- 
ranted totals. 

Observation in many areas dis- 
closes a melancholy picture of 
gradual but steady deterioration 
of streets and roads, with only 
occasional efforts made to check 
its progress. The reasons are 
obvious—diversion of workmen 
to the armed forces and war 
plants, disappearance of road- 
making equipment into military 
use, inability to procure or trans- 
port needed materials. 

The decorative effects of high- 
ways are the first to go. Grassy 
slopes bordering modern parkways 
will be found this spring to be 
growing up in weeds. Dividing 
lanes will not be filled with bloom- 
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ing flowers unless perennials sur- 
vive, and shrubbery will go un- 


trimmed. 
* * a 


State Roads 


Grow Bumpy 

THE WHITE or yellow lines 
marking traffic lanes and curves in 
many cases are growing pale, and 
reflector signs which may become 
broken or displaced often are not 
replaced. Guard rails along lesser 
roads in many cases are rotting 
and delays are certain in their 
replacement. 

More important than all these 
things, however, is the condition 
of pavements. The great main 
highways which in peacetime 
made it possible for automobiles, 
trucks and buses to travel across 
the land at speeds now pro- 
hibited by Presidential edict, re- 
main in fairly good shape. For 
the most part they are con- 
structed soundly, and _  conse- 
quently they do not deteriorate 
rapidly, Intermediate state roads 
will grow bumpy sooner and 
many need attention right now. 
Lesser dirt and gravel roads are 
suffering even more, and there 
seems to be little that can be 
done about it. 

Road shoulders connecting the 
hard surface with the dirt along- 
side are being raked and graded 
instead of bound with crushed 
stone and tar, or sprinkled with 
travel. Driving in some sections 
is also rendered hazardous by cur- 
tailment or entire elimination of 
sanding of ice-covered pavements 
and snow removal, which is in 
some instances restricted to the 
most heavily traveled highways. 

* * # 


New Highways 


Are Out 

OTHER DEVELOPING traffic 
dangers are reduction in highway 
maintenance patrols, which in some 
cases have been entirely eliminated. 
These workers, sent over the roads 
at frequent intervals to look for 
bad spots and to repair them be- 
fore serious damage ensues, have 
in many instances been diverted to 
labors more directly connected with 
the war effort. 


Generally throughout the coun- 
try the emphasis from now until 
peace arrives will be on mainte- 
nance, so far as it can be 
achieved, and not on new roads. 
For a long time, it is forecast, 
construction of new highways 
will be limited to those of mili- 
tary value or those which are 
necessary tc enable workers to 
get to and from war industries. 
But even in this limited program 
the states will be handicapped. 
New road repair equipment and 
material is difficult to obtain. 
The government has taken over 
some for the camps and many 
war plants have needed just such 
machinery. Asphalt and tar that 
highway departments ordinarily 
use in large quantities as a bind- 
ing agent in road work also are 
hard to obtain. There is a good 
supply in the United States but 
the tank cars in which these ma- 
terials used to be shipped have 
been diverted to other, more 
critical wartime uses, 


Hint of a rainbow in presently 
lowerine clouds is found in the 
helief that sharp curtailment of 
highway construction now gives 
nromise of a vast field of postwar 
employment. Some highwav de- 
nartments are already blueprinting 
neacetime programs designed to 
hrine their road systems back to 
normal efficiency and safety and 
also provide work for the millions 
released from military duty and 


‘| tasks in war industries. 


* * * 


Mr. Bill Jeffers 


At it Again 

THE BEST NEWS served up to 
motorists recently again starred 
that man of direct action, Rubber 
Director William Jeffers. About 
March 1 an order will be issued 
nermitting car owners to have 
their worn tires recapped with re- 
claimed rubber without their ration 
board’s stamp of approval. 


This very sensible modification 


SCIENTISTS from the chemistry department of the Carnegie Institute of 
Technology and from the research department of General Tire and Rubber Co. 
conferring in Akron as a result of an agreement between the company and 


the college for 
left to right, are 
Tire chemist; Dr. J. C. W 
Carnegie Tech; 
Carnegie Tech. 
Guido H. 


T. 


arner, 


joint research into synthetic rubber and plastics. 
r. Harry Seltz, ae of chemistry; G. H. Swart, General 
ea 
and Dr. James P. Fugassi, assistant professor of chemistry at 
Standing (left to right) F. 

Stempel jr., assistant professor of chemistry at Carnegie Tech; 
E. Grotenhius and Dr. Webster N. 


Seated, 
of the department of chemistry at 
A. Mayfield, General Tire; Dr. 


Jones. 


Pratt Confident of Dealers’ 
Ability to Hold On 


DETROIT.—Confidence in deal- 
ers’ ability to carry through the 
war was expressed Friday by 
George H. Pratt, 
Hudson general 
sales manager, 
on the eve of his 
departure to start 
a second series 
of nationwide dis- 
tributor - dealer 
council meetings. 

Pratt is accom- 
panied on the 
national swing by 
M. M. Roberts, 
advertising and 
Public relations 
manager; T. H. Stambaugh, direc- 
tor of national service operations, 
and R. N. Hamilton, head of the 
company’s business management 
division. 

Meetings will be held in Port- 
land, Ore., Chicago, Detroit, St. 
Louis, Dallas, Atlanta and New 
York City. 

Pratt declared that, as a result 


G. H. Pratt 


of tire rationing rules was sug- 
gested by that arch-enemy of red 
tape, Mr. Bill Jeffers, of the great 
wide open spaces, and, in addi- 
tion to saving motorists a flock 
of headaches, is expected to help 
conserve present tires and re- 
claimed rubber stocks, The de- 
cision to lift the restrictions on 
tire recapping comes as a first 
and welcome “break” for the 
motoring public generally. 
* * 


Everybody 


But the Govt. 

WHILE URGING the motorists 
of the country to do less automo- 
bile driving, the federal govern- 
ment itself made no “appreciable 
reduction” in use of official cars 
during the first four months of 
this fiscal year, according to a 
charge laid on Uncle Sam’s door- 
step the other day by Chairman 
Byrd, of the Joint Congressional 
Committee on Non-Essential Ex- 
penditures. 

Exclusive of the Army and 
Navy, there are now 18,958 gov- 
ernment-owned passenger cars, 
as compared to 17,305 for the 
fiscal year ended last June. Dur- 
ing the last fiscal year Senator 
Byrd stated, these cars were 
driven 203,550,000 miles at a cost 
of $4,248,000. not counting the 
purchase price or depreciation. 
In addition, he said, the govern- 
ment pays mileage on a: large 
number of cars, and for the last 
fiscal year this figure was 
145,606,241 miles. The cost of 
operating these cars was $7,261,- 
856 last year. Then the Senator 
listed a third category of 822 
rented cars, which cost $40,281 
last year. 

For the first four months of this 
vear. he said, the mileage run by 
the government-owned cars was 
66.610.000. If this rate were to 
continue, he pointed out. the mile- 
age for this complete fiscal year 
would be 199.830,000. There also 
has been an increase in the number 
of chauffeurs in the government 
service, Byrd added. 


To feel the pulse of the industrv. 
consistent reading of Automotive News 
is a necessity. 


of his recent contact with the ma- 
jority of Hudson distributors and 
a great many Hudson dealers: “No 
one could have made this trip 
without losing any doubts he might 
have had as to how the Hudson 
organization in the field has met 
and is meeting the war emer- 
gency.” , 
“The whole Hudson picture, like 
that of the nation, looks decidedly 
brighter than it did a year ago,” 
Pratt said. Citing a turn in the 
war news and a better acceptance 
at home of car, tire and gas ration- 
ing, the sales executive added: 


“Hudson dealers have discovered 
that through their service and 
parts departments they are able 
not only to perform a vital duty 
to the war effort, but at the same 
time ‘to keep themselves rolling’.” 

Declaring the distributor and 
dealer body as a whole “has done a 
job to be proud of—rendering a 
valuable service to owners,” Pratt 
pointed out that despite the fact 
Hudson is engaged 100 percent in 
war work, it “has maintained its 
key sales, service and parts depart- 
ments to assist in maintaining es- 
sential transportation. Key men 
are still on the job.” 

Revealing that the nationwide 
Hudson distributor-dealer organi- 
zation showed only an 8 percent 
loss in 1942 in total service outlets 
as compared with a year ago, the 
sales chief declared: 


“We have always been in the 
automobile business, and we shall 
be back in it when the war is won. 
And it is evident that this inten- 
tion is shared by the big majority 
of Hudson distributors and deal- 
ers.” 


Citing various economic studies 
estimating a great national wealth, 
evenly spread, which will create a 
tremendous postwar market for 
cars, Pratt expressed these con- 
clusions: 


“Hudson will enter this postwar 
period with a strong organization, 
ready to take hold of an aggres- 
sive program of sales and mer- 
chandising. We still have a war to 
win, but we know that the expe- 
rience that will be ours as a result 
of building war material will be 
invaluable when we again resume 
automobile production. 

“We have been through a year 
of war. We have proved we can 
‘take it.’ We have our feet on the 
ground, and are ready for the 
tough jobs that are still to be 
done.” 


Tex.-Ill Oil Pipeline 


Is Opened Friday 
WASHINGTON.—The Texas- 
Illinois section of the 24-inch 
war emergency pipeline to the 
East Coast was opened Friday, 
with capacity operation expect- 
ed within six to eight weeks. 
When capacity operation of 
the 531-mile leg of the line is 
reached, about 300,000 barrels of 
petroleum will be delivered daily 
to the Norris City terminal for 
transshipment by railroad to the 
East. Construction is under way 
now on the 857 mile Illinois-East 
Coast leg of the line. Comple- 
tion is scheduled for June. 


<n. 


FOB 
Factory 


(Continued from Page 2) 


the B-24. “ 

The Willow Run plant needs 
more labor urgently. Turnover has 
been high because of lack of near- 
by housing, depletions resulting 
from the draft and @ score of o 
reasons. Absenteeism likewise has 
been overly high, mainly as a re- 
sult of the worst winter to hit BD 
troit in memory. But the facilities 
and the material are there, and 
once enough men and women hav 
been enrolled and trained, produc- 
tion will mount fast, 

* * * 


For Hunting? 

AFTER A RIDE in an am- 
phibian jeep the other day, one 
group of correspondents was of 
unanimous opinion that these 
snappy little vehicles will be 
wonderful accessories for the 
duck hunter when the war~ 
over, and the Army is wondering 
what to do with thousands of 
the land-water buggies it has. 

* * *& 


Many Variations 


Are Possible on 

MANY POSSIBILITIES are seen 
for application of a controlled tube 
closure process worked out 
Walter P. Hill, of Wolverine Tube, 
Detroit. Essentially the process i 
volves forcing a tube into a rotat-— 
ing die with a cavity machined to 
the shape of the end closure de 
sired. Frictional heat softens the 
metal and it flows to the contour of 
the die cavity. 

Only moderate speeds and pres*"” 
sures are required to shape the 
end of the tube and numerous 
variations are possible in the” 
type and degree of closure pro- 
duced. 


Vertical Jigs 


Save Space 

FAVORABLE COMMENT i 
heard on the system developed by” 
Murray Corp. of America for mov. 
ing P-47 fighter plane wing 
through assembly operations. Afte®” 
preliminary fitting together o 
basic components of the wiz 
structure, it is locked in vertical 
jigs which are carried on an over 
head chain conveyor. The conveyec 
is a closed loop and the jigs are 
moved around it by a chain in th 
floor. oe 
This method provides ready 
access to both sides of the win 
for workmen, and also makes an 
appreciable saving in floor space 
over that required when flag jigs 
are used. 

* * £ 


Powdered Metal 

USE OF a sintered powdered 
metal for making a 6-inch square 
gunsight instead of a machined 
steel forging, has resulted in i 
portant savings in cost of ma- 
terial and labor involved in fab? 
ricating the part. The powdereé 
metal part, oil impregnated, stood 
up well in tests of corrosion re- 
sistance and at low temperature: 

* * & 


Secret Weapon 

One of the newest “secret wea-. 
pons” to be put in mass productio 
by the motor car industry will h 
seeing action shortly, after which 
details can be revealed. An offi 
cial in one of the plants buildin 
the equipment who, by the wayyy" 
saw service in a British tank ba 
talion back in 1939, says he thin 
the new product packs the great="" 
est punch of any combat weapo 
yet devised, 


Bigger Quarters 
CHICAGO.—More spacious quarters 
at 3524 West Belmont Ave. have beep 
prevtaes for United Precision Produc 
0. 


‘Dealers Tell Me,’’ by John 4 
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Dealer Want Ads 


A new service to Automotive News subscribers, reaching more 
than 12,000 automotive establishments from Maine to California, 
an estimated 50,000 readers. Low rates: TEN CENTS (10¢) PER 
WORD per insertion or 25¢ per word for 3 insertions. Cash in 
advance. Count initials and groups of numbers as one word. Ads 
may be signed with your name and address at regular rates, but 
where replies are sent to “Box No....., Care Automotive News, 
Detroit” these words are FREE, and replies are forwarded, un- 


‘Good Work’ 


Chris Sinsabaugh was cer- 
tainly an outstanding person- 
ality in the automotive in- 
dustry and his good work will 
long be remembered.—Wm. L. 
MALLon, president, for Board 
of Directors, Newark Auto- 
mobile Trade Assn. 

* * * 


‘Most Loved’ 


Chris was the automobile 
business’ most loved chroni- 
cler and historian ... but he 
was more than an authority— 
he was personally loved be- 
cause of his essentially human 
traits. His sincere friendship 
once earned was cherished 
and he was loyal to his 
friends.— Leon J. Pinkson, 
automobile editor, San Fran- 
cisco Chronicle. 

* * * 


‘Tolerant, Charitable’ 


Now that I am back in De- 
troit, after a period spent out 
in the field, I come to a keener 
sense of loss in the passing of 
Chris Sinsabaugh. ... Back in 
the familiar scenes, I realize 
more fully how much we of the 
automobile industry will miss 
that old familiar figure. Chris 
was essentially one of the most 
kindly men I have ever known. 
Dogged and persistent in the 
pursuit of a story—as a good 
reporter must be—Chris was 
also tolerant, charitable and 
generous. — WiLutiAM E. HOo.ter, 
general sales manager, Chev- 


rolet. 
* & * 


‘An Institution’ 


I always looked on Chris as 
an institution, and I know 
how keenly his loss will be 
felt by everyone who knew 
him.—H. M. Faust, advertis- 
manager, Curtis Publishing 
Co. 


* * * 


‘Rich Memories’ 


Those of us Chris leaves be- 
hind have rich memories of a 
life well lived and the many 
good times we were privileged 
to share witn this great writer. 
He has earned his place in a 
peaceful and happy hereafter.— 
Stim BarNarbD, associate auto 
editor Los Angeles Examiner. 

x cs * 


‘Distinct Loss’ 


I had known Chris for a 
number of years and always 
regarded him as the one 
fellow who knew all the an- 
swers on things that happened 
not only in Detroit, but 
throughout the trade in gen- 
eral, His passing is a distinct 
loss not only to the industry, 
but to those of us who de- 
pended upon him for the 
“Sparks” that was so ably set 
forth in his column.—Maj. 
George T. King, Ordnance de- 
partment, Headquarters First 
Corps Area. 


Additional Tributes to Memory 
of Chris Sinsabaugh 


‘Can’t Replace’ 


Chris’ passing was quite a 
shock and it was even worse for 
me, because the only letter I’ve 
had from Chris for some time 
was handed to me in the Palace 
hotel along with your wire tell- 
ing of his death. You'll have a 
hard time replacing Chris—all 
the boys out here regretted his 
passing—they all read his col- 
umn.—Geo. D. Ketter, Los An- 
geles. 

* * * 


‘Grand Mind’ 


It is very difficult for me 
to express, adequately, the fine 
relationship I enjoyed with 
Chris throughout the past 25 
years. Always, I have consid- 
ered him one of the finest 
spirited men in the industry. 
He had a grand mind, plus a 
beautiful philosophy of life. 
None of us can cheat Decem- 
ber days when they arrive, 
but here was a man who de- 
parted with a mind which be- 
spoke the stirring qualities of 
April. Each day was a new 
event to him—and while his 
body grew old, his mind 
never!—EMerson J. Poac, as- 
sistant general sales manager, 
Dodge. 


* * * 


‘Unusual Character’ 


Having had the pleasure of 
knowing Chris over a _ great 
many years, obviously I felt I 
knew him quite well and always 
very much appreciated his out- 
standing desire always to be of 
any help that he could in any 
way. He was certainly an un- 
usual character and very much 
loved by all of us in the busi- 
ness.—G. H. Pratt, general sales 
manager, Hudson Motor Car Co. 

* * * 


‘Great Guy’ 


Chris was a great guy, and I 
know you are going to have a 
terrific time replacing him. 
There just wasn’t anybody like 
him.—Gorpon S. BroHoLmM, man- 
ager, Midwest Farm Paper Unit, 
Inc. 


‘Wonderful 
Impression’ 


Ever so many people have 
written to you about Chris—and 
they leave little unsaid. I’m just 
another guy who is sorry to see 
him go but I know he had a 
swell time being alive and made 
a wonderful impression every- 
where he went.—C. E. T. 
Scuarps, Batten, Barton, Dur- 
stine & Osborn, Inc. 

* * Ea 


‘Misses Chris’ 


I know you will miss Chris, 
but I want you to know that I 
shall too. His book certainly 
will be source material for peo- 
ple who want to understand how 
America has developed during 
the last 40 years.— BoyDENn 
Sparkes, New York City. 


* 


1942 Exports Pass Peak 
Attained in 1917-1918 


WASHINGTON. — The value of 
exports from the United States 
during 1942 amounted to $7,826,000,- 
000, exceeding the dollar volume 
or either 1917 or 1918 when the 
country was actively engaged in 
the First World War, according to 
he Bureau of the Census. 


Exports in 1917 were valued at 
$6,234,000,000, and in 1918 at $6,149,- 
000,000. The 1942 totals were sur- 
passed only in 1919 and 1920, the 
two peak years in United States 
export history, when the totals 
were $7,920,000,000 and $8,228,000,000 
espectively. 

Exports for December, 1942, rose 
to $853,000,000, the highest monthly 
total during the current war period, 


shipments to our armed forces 
abroad but do include lend-lease 
goods shipped to the United Na- 
tions. 

The value of general imports (ar- 
rivals) of merchandise into the 
United States for 1942 amounted to 
$2,743,000,000, a decrease of 18 per- 
cent from the 1941 total of $3,345,- 
000,000. This compares with a 
total of $2,952,000,000 in 1917 and 
$3,031,000,000 in 1918. The peak 
year for United States imports was 
1920 with a total of $5,278,000,000. 

The December import total was 
$356,000,000, a considerably higher 
figure than in any previous month 
of the year. This large December 
total was accounted for in part by 
the inclusion of an increased vol- 


surpassing the previous high of| yme of prior months defective im- 


$776,000,000 in October, 1942. 
Data for 1942 do not include any 


port entries for which information 
was not previously available. 


Parts 


(Continued from Page 1) 
parts for military vehicles) that 
are not scheduled for production 
by a claimant agency such as 
Army, Navy, Coast Guard, Lend- 
Lease or Office of Civilian Supply. 

Authorizations are being made 
in the form of a letter to those 
manufacturers who have already 
made CMP applications for their 
requirements of materials during 
the second quarter of 1943. 

Purpose of the advance allot- 
ments is to insure continued flow 
of materials to support production 
schedules during the early part of 
the period of transition to the Con- 
trolled Materials Plan. 

Companies whose CMP-4B appli- 
cations are now on file with WPB 
are being assigned allotment num- 
bers to enable them to obtain dur- 
ing April up to 30 percent of the 
amount of controlled materials for 
which they have applied for the 
entire second quarter. Preference 
ratings are also assigned so that 
manufacturers may obtain up to 
30 percent of their stated require- 
ments of other materials. 

In announcing these authoriza- 
tions, Curtis E. Calder, director 
general for operations, warned the 
companies receiving letters that 
the 30 percent advance allotments 
for April do not indicate the 
amount of total quarterly allot- 
ments which will be made when all 
applications have been processed 
by th eWar Production Board. 

Manufacturers of Class B prod- 
ucts who have submitted their 
CMP-4B applications may place 
orders for April delivery with the 
benefit of allotment numbers im- 
mediately upon recipt of their let- 
ters of authorization. However, as 
soon as manufacturers receive al- 
lotments for the full quarter be- 
ginning Apr. 1, they must make 
adjustments necessary to keep 
their total receipts of controlled 
and other materials during the sec- 
ond quarter within the limits of 
the final allotment. 

The letter sent to producers of 
Class B products points out that 
prime consumers should advise 
these manufacturers to whom they 
make re-allotments of a portion 
of the 30 percent advance allot- 
ment that the provisions in Para- 
graph S-1 of CMP Regulation No. 
1 as Amended, limiting the use of 
allotments to specified percentages 
during each month of a quarter, 
do not apply in this instance. As 
a result, manufacturers may place 
orders for all or any part of the 
30 percent advance allotment which 
they may require for delivery in 
April, subject to other regulations 
and rules of the War Production 
Board. 

Priorities Regulation 11A, an- 
nounced some time ago, provided 
a procedure for transition from the 
Production Requirements Plan to 
CMP, which permitted companies 
operating under PRP to continue 
use of a percentage of their first- 
quarter PRP authorization during 
the second quarter if they were 
not yet under CMP. However, that 
procedure only authorizes the use 
of preference ratings which will be 
subordinate to allotment numbers 


| in obtaining controlled materials 


during the second quarter. 

The letters of authorization 
which are being sent out, give 
manufacturers of Class B products 
who receive them the privilege of 
using allotment numbers on their 
orders for controlled materials to 
be delivered during April. 


C Card Rules 
Are Relaxed 


DETROIT.—Relaxed gasoline 
rationing rules, announced last 
week by OPA, will permit certain 
motorists to obtain C ration books. 
To obtain the extra allotments, 
applicants must meet the following 
requirements: 

1—The gasoline must be for 
driving between home and a 
fixed place of work, or between 
fixed places of work, in connec- 
tion with the driver’s principal 
occupation. 

2—The driver must be a mem- 
ber of a ride-sharing group in- 
sofar as possible. 

3—He must show that no other 
reasonably adequate transporta- 
tion facilities are available. 


‘‘Dealers Tell Me,”’ 
Munn, is an open 
expression of dealers’ 


by John 
forum for 
opinions. 
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WANT AD DEPT., AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, DETROIT. 


HELP WANTED 


EXPERIENCED MALE BOOKKEEPER 
familiar with Ford accounting method. 
Efficient Service Manager. Good salaries 
and bonus. Successful Ford dealership in 
Southern city of 15,000 population. Box 
354, c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


PARTS MANAGER in General 
Motors dealership established over 27 
years in California. Must be over 38 
years of age or in definite 4F classifica- 
tion in draft. Salary $200 monthly. Per- 
manent position. Box 357, c/o Automo- 
tive News, Detroit. 


Automobile 
Service Manager 


Well-known Chicago car dealer, in 
business for 25 years and now employ- 
ing 25 mechanics, seeks a_ Service 
Manager. This dealer plans to double 
his present volume, and the man who 
will be hired must be capable of taking 
full charge. 

Give full details, listing qualifications 
and salary expected in first letter. 
Applications will be considered confi- 
dential. Present employes know of this 
advertisement. 

Box 362, c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


WANTED: 


ACCOUNTANT, NEW ENGLAND. G. M. 
dealer experience. Full charge. Box 349, 
c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


SEVERAL Top-Notch Mechanics wanted 
by old established distributor in Port- 
land, Ore. for busy shop. Good pay, ex- 
cellent working conditions and a steady 
job. Please give references and expe- 
rience. Box 348, c/o Automotive News, 
Detroit. 


WANT METAL MAN for body and fender 
work. Also need a good automobile 
painter. Nice proposition for right par- 
ties. Arizona city of 55,000 pop. Ideal 
climate. Write Box 345, c/o Automotive 
News, Detroit. 


NEW CARS WANTED 


WANTED: ‘A’? POOL New Chevrolets, 
Fords and Plymouths, any body type. 
Advise price F.O.B. your city. Hill Chev- 
rolet Co., Huntsville, Ala. 


WEST COAST Distributor wants Pool ‘‘A’’ 
or ‘‘B’’ Cadillacs. Please describe fully 
and state best cash price. Box 346, c/o 
Automotive News, Detroit. 


OHIO DEALER WANTS new Dodge and 
Plymouth cars, state price and body 
type. Box 342, c/o Automotive News, 
Detroit. 


DALLAS, TEXAS DEALER will buy any 
new ‘‘A’’ pool automobiles. Give com- 
plete information as to body types, 
equipment, best price. Write Box 336, 
c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


MASSACHUSETTS DODGE DEALER 
wants to buy new Dodge Trucks any 
model. State equipment and price 
wanted. Box 341, c/o Automotive News, 
Detroit. 


TRUCES WANTED 


CHEVROLET 1% TON trucks and pickup. 
1937 and up. Box 366, c/o Automotive 
News, Detroit. 


DEALERSHIP WANTED 


INTERESTED IN GOOD SIZED Ford or 
Chevrolet Dealership in the Eastern part 
of U.S.A. Prefer town of about 50 to 
100,000 population. Box 364, c/o Auto- 
motive News, Detroit. 


IMMEDIATE CASH FOR General Motors 
Dealership in Florida, potential 100 cars 
up. Give complete details, past business, 
location, pictures, inventory and number 
mechanics presently employed. Box 334, 
c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


TRUCK TRAILER FOR SALE 


TWO FRUEHAUF SEMIS, Model No. 816, 
1000/20 tires with 14 cu. yd. capacity. 
Heil Dump Bodies, Model No. H51 with 
life motor mounted on semi. Can be 
bought separately or with dolly and te 
used as double. Can be used for any 
bulk materials. A-1 condition. N & K 
Cartage Co., 1809 Beidler, Muskegon, 
Mich. 


USED CARS FOR SALE 


TENNESSEE DEALER WANTS to sell 24 
Used Cars. Good deal offered. Low book 
value. Box 356, c/o Automotive News, 
Detroit. 

DEALER in high grade territory on East- 
ern Seaboard wishes to make connection 
with dealer in South or Middlewest to 
sell 1941 and 1940 low mileage, clean 
Used Cars. Box 351 c/o Automotive 
News, Detroit. 

DEALER in New Jersey with number of 
exceptionally clean late model cars would 
like to make connection to export some 
or all of them. Box 352, c/o Automo- 
tive News, Detroit. 


USED BUSES FOR SALE. Standard 


Co., Topeka, Kans. 


MASSACHUSETTS DODGE DEALER has 
1937 Dodge with special built Knights- 
town ambulance body. Excellent mechan- 
{cal condition. Mileage 16,000. Body in- 
terior and exterior good as new. 
Equipped with all ambulance require- 
ments, cot, etc. Can be converted into 
10 passenger bus. Box 340, c/o Auto- 
motive News, Detroit. 


USED BUSES, Steel bodies, 12 to 50 
_— Ben Fishel Auto Co., Cairo, 


USED CARS WANTED 


REPUTABLE NEW JERSEY used car 
buyer will buy for a Western used car 


buyer. Box 368, c/o Automotiv: 
Detroit. a 7 


senna 
WOULD LIKE TO make connection with a 
firm to furnish us Used Chevrolets, and 
Fords, regularly, any models or types. 
Must be clean and have good tires, also 
pickups. Would like a list with prices 
delivered or F.O.B. your city. Refer- 


ences exchanged. Hill Chevrol le 
Huntsville, Ala. ~ 


nesses 

‘41 MERCURY SEDAN wanted by Massa- 
chusetts dealer. Must be in Perfect con- 
dition with low mileage. State price and 
full particulars. Box 353, c/o Automo- 
tive News, Detroit. 


<i: 

TEXAS DEALER in market for late model 
low mileage used cars. Must be A-1 with 
good tires: Mail price list. Box 358, c/o 
Automotive News, Detroit. 


saa eccecnaaaenatenieasttaatencanstgmaes pahimmntianamiasiitelanmiiiaaiae, 

TEXAS DEALER WILL pay top cash 
prices for late model used cars. Prefer 
General Motors Products. Write Box 337, 
c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


——— 
WANTED UP TO 100—1938, 39, 40, 41 


one and % ton and % to one ton pick- 
ups. State condition, tires, etc. Box 332, 
c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


OHIO DEALER INTERESTED in buying 
used cars, station wagons, as well as 
new automobiles in both A & B series. 
Let us hear from you. Box 339, c/o 
Automotive News, Detroit. 


EQUIPMENT WANTED 


MODEL ‘‘F’’ 2-SPEED ‘‘KwikWay’’ bor- 
ing bar. Must be in first class condition. 
Box 365, c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


Must be 
Service Garage, Woodward, Oklahoma. 


ssn ei edn a eettiaanianeaniabiiaeat aia 
WANTED TO BUY wheel straightening 


press. Box 359, c/o Automotive News, 
Detroit. 


WRECKER, LATE MODEL Chevrolet 
with power winch. Holmes preferred. 
Box 350, c/e Automotive News, Detroit. 


EQUIPMENT FOR SALE 


WEAVER WHEEL ALIGNMENT rack 
complete with guages, turn tables and 
bending equipment. M. E. Wyatt & Son, 
Meadville, Pa. 


SEVEN COMPLETE SETS cushions, lay 
back and side quarter panels, mohair 
upholstery for rear seat 1942 Master 
Deluxe Chevrolet, Five-Passenger Coupe. 
$30 complete set. Factory list $80. A. C. 
Chevrolet Co., 3257 Hudson Boulevard, 
Jersey City, N. J. 


FLORIDA—FOR SALE complete model 90 
Bear frame straightening and aligning 
equipment with full accessories. Condi- 
tion like new. $1450. Box 367, c/o Auto- 
motive News, Detroit. 


NEW 2% YARD 10-6 dump body with 
Speedlift Hoist. No priority. $450. Allan 
Bros. Ford, Port Clinton, Ohio. 


COMPLETE SET SEAT cushions and backs 
for 1941 Ford Deluxe Tudor, perfect 
condition, $50. Cost new, over $160. 
Wyman Motors, Inc., Maplewood, New 
Jersey. 


MICHIGAN DEALER OFFERS high pres- 
sure Jenny car washer and steam cleaning 
unit. Portable. Perfect condition. Origin- 
al cost $800. Available for less than 
half. Also: Axle stand for overhauling 
axles. Four open display Lyon parts 
tables. Cold solder gun for body shop. 
Write Box 335, c/o Automotive News, 
Detroit. 


KENTUCKY DEALER HAS for sale prac- 
tically new Hall valve refacer, hard 
seat grinder, stroboscopic motor an- 
alyzer and complete group of shop and 
office equipment of all types and de- 
scriptions. Box 331, c/o Automotive 
News, Detroit. 


USED TRUCES FOR SALE 


FOUR WHEEL KINGHAM Trailer, 
never been used, 14 ft. platform, stake 
pockets, 34x7 tires, 90%, four wheel BK 
brakes, $1400. 5—1940 ADF722 COE 
sleeper GMC Diesels, BK, two. speed 
axles, 10.00 tires. General Truck Sales, 
Inc., 205 Market S.W., Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. 


NEW TRUCKS WANTED 


WANTED TO BUY new trucks any make, 
% to 3 ton. Will pay premium. If neces- 
sary will trade Pool A Chevrolet and 
Oldsmobile automobiles. Write or Wire 
giving complete specifications. Box 347, 
c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


NEW TRUCKS FOR SALE 


TEN NEW DODGE truck cabs complete 
and 15 new 12 ft. stake bodies. Brenner 
Motor Co., Harrisburg, Pa. 


Address all Box No. replies in care of Automotive News, 5229 Cass Ave., Detroit. 





Beyond The Horizon 


_¢ about this time in other years, you automo- 
bile dealers would be showing the new motor 
car models. 


But war has rung down the curtain on auto shows 
and exhibits for the duration. 


This year’s new models are bombers flying TNT to 
Berlin — tanks, jeeps, ambulances and guns in action 
on battlefronts ’round the world. 


Naturally you are proud that the great production 
machine which your enterprise and salesmanship 
helped establish is now America’s greatest source of 
strength. 


Today this productive power is in full swing, and with 
the fortunes of war depending on its maintenance, 
you automobile dealers are again the keystone of the 
whole structure. Upon you depends the vital job of 
preserving our wartime transportation system. Keep- 
ing workers, supplies and finished armaments mov- 
ing — producing for America and her allies — is just 
as vital to victory as if you shouldered a gun. 


F O R OD M O T O 


MERCURY 


We are proud of the way Ford dealers are helping 
millions of owners to prolong the lives of their cars 
and trucks—to get more miles from their tires 
and fuel. By doing your job well, in this national 
emergency, you are laying strong foundations for 
future progress. 


There’s no time today for wishful dreaming. There’s 
a war to be won — a peace that must not be lost. 


So all our resources are now concentrated on produc- 


ing the instruments of Victory. But out of this vast . 


war program will emerge a more virile industry, to 
serve America when the Peace is won. Then we 
know, the experience gained in war manufacture 
can be applied for the benefit of mankind. 


And beyond the horizon there are rewards, too, for 
you Ford dealers who have worked and sacrificed 
as greatly as any men in civil life. For we believe 
sincerely that the lessons of war will result in new 
products and new opportunities that will make the 
Ford franchise everywhere more valuable than ever. 


R Cc O M P A N Y 


LINCOLN 


ALL OUR ABILITY, SKILL, EFFORT AND RESOURCES ARE PLEDGED TO VICTORY 
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